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LAHORE — Engineer Gulbadin 
Hikmatyar, Chief of Hizbe Islami, 
Afghanistan, Monday said that his 
l^rty would support Ihe idea of an 
triterim ' government in 
Afghanistan formed in 
consultation with Afghan 
Mujahideen minus Najib and his 
PDPA. 

•Addressing a Press conference 
here, he said tnat this interim 
government should be given 
mandate to hold general elections 
within six months. His party, he 
added, was ready to enter into 
negotiations with all relevant 
quarters excluding Najib and 
Zahir Shah in this connection. 

He said there was every 
possibility of another coup by the 
Afghan army in the near future. 
Hizbe Islami was also prepared to 
accept a joint council of 

Mujahideen commanders around 
Kabul and the army officers 
opposed to the PDPA, for holding 
elections and transferring power to 
tbe elected representatives. After 
their first revolt against Najib 
government, the army officers 
were convinced that the 
Mujahideen would not victimise 
them after the fall of the Najib 
Government. 

Mr. Hikmatyar said that the 
Afghan Mujahideen would not 
accept any election under UN 
supervision with Najib 
Government in power. Similarly, 
he added, making Zahir Shah head 
of the government for an interim 
period would neither be acceptable 
to the Afghan people nor was it 
practicable. However, he 
observed, the USA and the Soviets 
had dropped this scheme after '.he 
army coup in .Afghanistan. 

He said that since the ouster of 
Soviet forces from Afghanistan, 
the Mujahideen were being 
maligned by both the super powers 
for infightipg among different 
groups and involvement in drug 
trafficking. In fact, he added, they 
did not want an Islamic 
Government in Afghanistan. If the 
Afghan people could oust Russian 
forces from their homeland, Najib 
Government would not alsQ stay 
long. 

To a question, he said that 
Mujahideen would not allow firing 
rockets on civilians. They only 
favoured surrounding cities and 
cutting arms supplies to them. 
This was the only way to bring the 
victory nearer. 

He rebutted the iH-opaganda of 
infighting among Mujahideen 
adding that it was a west-inspired 
propaganda after the withdrawal 
of the Soviet forces from 
Afghanistan. 

Gulbadin Hikmatyar said that 
the Afghan Interim Government 
was formed for a limited period 
and Hizbe Islami dissociated itself 
from it after the expiry of that 
period. His party did not feel the 
need of having an interim 
govenmient based in Peshawar. It 



was agreed between the parties, 
which were the part of this 
government, that after six mwiths, 
next elections would be held on the- 
Afghan soil. 

He added that il was his party 
which had proposed elections on 
Afghan soil to end differences, if 
any, between the parties. 

He said that Afghan 
Mujahideen were grateful to the 
people and Government of 
Pakistan for their support, which 
would live in their memory for all 
times to come. However, he said, 
there might be some difference 
with the Pakistan Government on 
certain points, but it was a natural 
phenomenon, "we will remain 
grateful for every single word 
uttered in support of Afghan 
people", he said. 

Mr. Hikmatyar announced full 
support for Kashmiri freedoni 
fighters, and vowed to fight side- 
by-side the Pakistan armed forces 
if India ever attacked Pakistan. 
He added that the Afghans 
considered Pakistan their second 
home. 

He said that the Kashmiri pec^le 
had chosen a right path to achieve 
their right of self-determination. If 
the Berlin Wall could fall, an 
artificial boundary line between 
the people of Kashmir would soon 
vanish. — APP. 
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Not to be conadered queer conform 
to the crowd. 



Hckiiiatvar's latest dent into 
fffl WSLIM these 

impregnable positions 
speaks volumes for his saeacitv 
; HEKMATYAR, THE JEWEL of and war strategy. His slow but 
Alghan Jehad, stands prominent steady play-up of common cohi- 



anioiig the long line of selfless 
fighters who successfully thwart- 
ed the onward inarch of coni- 
iminism in this part of the world. 
He inflicted telling wounds on the 
stnil-lcss psyche of Najib who ab- 
hors the association of Allah with 
his first name. Can you imagine 
a wor^e and more detestable man 
in the world of Islam who 
damaged the cause of the Ummah 
so severely by playing into the 
hands of the Russians? No doubt, 
he excels all others, including 
Salman Rushdie! 

Many of our mercenary jour- 
nalists and well-wishers of the 
Indo-USSR interests in Pakistan 
wctWWH IfteS#l^ to Kabul in ord- 
er to ascertain facts. On their 
return, they wrote dissertations 
on the invulnerability of the Af- 
ghan regime. They brought out 
convincing notes in tlic English 



mune diflfcrences broke many 
spokes and fellies from the com- 
munist wheel, bowled NajibuHah 
111 the face and made liim run 
barefoot on to the Russian ram- 
parts before the threatening fires 
of the Muslim resurgents burst 
upon his head, today, he feels 
niuch smaller before the world as 
his image has been shattered. He 
IS Jicking his festering wounds 
since and all liis t^U claims have 
fallen auart. 

His recent outbursts against 
Hekmatyar and the rebel com- 
mander General Tanai are 
stepped in venom. In fact, he is 
scrambling to shore up his 
drowning position, badly bruised 
by Shahnawaz-Gulbuddin coup- 
plot which loosened the very 
foundations of his flimsy ground 
so strongly and costly propped up 



, . , - o-— by Ru.ssian arms and advisers. The 

press by showmg that nothmg Mujahideen have inflicted heavy 

had happened since Soviet xyith- casualties on the regime forces 

drawal and nothing was likely to and secured many strategic points 

happen in the foreseeable future in the recent past. Many garrisons 



and that the coterie of the com- 
munist quizlings was fairly and 
squarely placed at the helm of af- 
fairs in Kabul. 
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have fallen to them and soldiers 
have continuously defected with 
large stacks of arms and ammu- 
nition. They are strengthening 
the Islamic Jehad with every pass- 
ing day and the process of disin- 
tegration is so visible that the final 
crash seems to be imminent. 

He is under renewed pressure 
to step down in order to pave the 
way for a national reconciliation 
sooner or later. He must go pack* 
ing to Moscow not to show his 
liideous face anymore on the Af- 
ghan soil. IUm'cUs killing liiou- 
sands of his own couiUrymcn like 
the Jaafars and the Sadiqs of yore, 
he has brought a bad name to the 
history of the Muslim world. 
Moscow must end its unqualified 
support if she has any value for 
human blood or for freedom of 
choice. Being a hcxt door neigh- 
bour, she must reap the seeds of 
hatred that she has sown in Af- 
ghanistan. The historic ni#ssl^ 
that must go w ith the recent coup 
attempt to USSR is that the dark 
age of comiminism in Af- 
glianistan is slowly but steadily 
•drawing to a close for ever, and 
that the people of Afghanistan are 
vigorousjy returning to their 
original faith with ever-increasing 
strength and fervour. All credit, 
must go to Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar.— RAO K. ALI, Lalamusa. 
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Divided, May 
Drop Holy War 



By MARK FINEMAK 

TIMES STAFF WRITEK 

PESHAWAR. Pakistan-Af- 
ghanistan's Islamic resistance, 
hailed as a brave anti-Communist 
crusade in the 10 years that 
brought billions of dollars in U.S. 
military aid, has all but given up its 
holy war against the Soviet- 
backed regime in Kabul. 

Fourteen months after the last 
Soviet soldier withdrew from Af- 
ghanistan, the rebels, known as the 
moujahedeen, are hopelessly divid- 
ed. And. according to Afghan. Pa- 
kistani and Western experts, they 
have in recent weeks killed more 
of their own than the enemy, the 
armed forces of i^$m President 
Najibullah. 

Rival resistance commanders 
have been gunned down gangland - 
style here in the border town of 
Peshawar, the staging area for the 
wa^;. There are persistent reports 
of large-scale political killings in 
the refugee camps on the Pakistani 
side of the border, and many of the 
4 millira or more Afghans still in 
the camps say they live in fear of 
the ragtag force that once fought 
bravely to protect them. 

Many disilfurioned rebel com- 
manders who helped to drive the 
Soviet army out of Afghanistan are 
turning their attention from the 
batUefield to the poppy field, fuel- 
ing the multibillion-dollar 0etoal 
heroin trade. 

The poroy fields and the labora- 
tories of Pakistan already supply 
more than (me-third of the heroin 
sold on American streets, and nar- 
cotics agents fear that this activity 
is m the birinlc of «cplodihg. ' 

A recent execution in Pesha- 
war—the machine-gun slayi^ of 
rebel commander Bfullah Nasim 
Akhunzada— had as much to do 
with cboigs as politics. Mullah Na- 
sim, nidcnamed by nareotics 
agents the "heroin king of Hel- 
mand province," controlled vast 
poppy fields that became the arena 
U« a drug war late last y^ in 
aoothem Afghanistan. 

Other commanders, in Afghani - 
t i tf a aa& in the border camps, are 
vefusing to fight. They say 
pri^rately that they prefer Najibul- 
lah to tbt hard-Une moujahedeen 
lUAdamoitalists led by Gulbuddin 
Heicmatyar. 

Hekmatyar is one of seven lead- 
ers in the rebel alliance that has all 
but disintegrated since Hekmatyar 
alUed himself last month with for- 
mer Afghan Defense Minister 
Shahnawaz Tanai, who fled Kabul 
after mounting an abmi ve tsooft. 



When the attempted coup began, 
many of the refugees in the camps, 
and many rebels— men who had 
risked their lives to destroy Naji- 
bullah— crowded into the mosques 
and prayed for his survival. 

"Now, people are saying that if it 
is possible to welcome the devils, 
I men like Tanai who have killed so 
numy Afghans, then what have we 
been fighting for all these many 
. years?" Nairn Magrooh, an Afghan 
intellectual who runs a mujOied- 
een information center here, said to 
a recent visitor. 

These developments have led 
U.S. analysts to rethink their 
support for the moujahedeen. A 
diplomat said: "No one wants to be 
the last Afghan to die for nothing, 
and America shouldn't be the last 
country to finance the rebellion. 
This year is probably the time to 
cut and run." 

Whether to continue the clan- 
destine CIA program that has fun- 
neled more than $2 billion in weap- 
ons to the rebels over the last six 
years is a question that is likely to 
be high on the agenda next month 
when President Bush meets with 
Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorba- 
chev. The Soviets are still sending 
arms to the Najibullah regime. 

Diplomats and other authorities 
on Afghan affairs say that Wash- 
ington is likely to be more recep- 
tive than ever to a proposal that 
both sides stop providing arms to 
the Afghans. 

"Either way. the whole U.S. 
assistance package is finished at 

the end of the year," a diplomatUi 
Islamabad said. 

Here in Paha^ar, the ASgtam 
explain why. 

"It's finished; there is no nwre 
jihad [holy war)," said Abdullah 
Ali. an Afghan technocrat who fled 
to Pakistan a decade ago. "With 
whom do we make jihad? It is only 
Afghan fighting Afghan, so no one 
is wilUng to lay down his life 
anymore." 

The intellectual Mi^jrooh, whose 
father was assassinated two years 
ago after publicly condenming fun- 
damentalist leader Hekmatyar. 
said, 'The motivation for fighting 
is lost." 

He said that Hekmatyar's peo- 
ple, and other fundamentalist f ac- 
tios, are "wearing the mask of 
Islam on their faces, and yet they 
are selling the food for widows and 
orphans f«r profit." 

"They are assassinating and ter- 
rorizing people in Pakistan," he 
added. "These people are more 
guilty than those in Kabul. It is a 
very depressing time." 

Diplomatic observers in Paki- 
stan, who have been studying 
the war for years, seem equally 
depressed. 

"A year ago." a European diplo- 
mat said, "the situation was a mess. 
It's still a mess— but now, frankly, 
it's a shambles." 

Another Western diplomat said: 
"l^erybody's sick and tired of 



Afghanistan now. They're sick of 
this phase of the war. Either you're 
going to fight to the last Afghan, or 
you're going to fix it. 

"There's a total fracture of the 
rebel organization, horizontally 
and vertically, and there's no way 
you can turn that around. The 
whole thing is just so sick the 
situation is becoming surreal. It is 
scandalous." 

Among the most scandalous as- 
pects of the present phase of the 
war, according to diplomats other 
than the Americans, as well as 
many prominent Afghans, is the 
U.S. aid effort to prop up the 
controversial rebel government in 
exile that was formed last year in 
Islamabad. 

• By virtually all accounts, mil- 
lions of dollars in U.S. aid have 
been squandered on a government 
that even a U.S. official conceded 
"was never supposed to be any- 
thing more than a hollow shell." 

The official, who asked not to be 
identified by name, said: "All you 
had in Peshawar was a bunch of 
Humpty Dumptys without any 
foiTO or substance. The thought 

was that the Afghan interim gov- 
ernment would not have to be a 
government per se. All ybu needed 
was a bunch of figureheads who 
could go into Kabul and take over 
when the regime there fell. The 
problem was the miscalculation 
that the Kabul regime would fall 
within months of the Soviet with- 
drawal—and of course it never 
fell." 

Still, the exile government, made 
up mostly of senior members of the 
seven-party rebel alliance, contin- 
ued to receive money from the 
United States and Saudi Arabia, 
their other major foreign backer. 
With virtually np accountability, 
they tmed the money to set up 
offices, buy vehicles, bring in im- 
ported equipment and take on mas- 
sive staffs. 

Officially, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, which 
«iceeffirful five- 



year program to send humanitarian 
aid from Pakistan to rebels fighting 
across the border, put about 
$450,000 into the exile government 
But several reliable sources said 
that millions more was spent un- 
officially. 

"The real story here isn't the 
$450,000," an aid official said, ask- 
ing not to be identified by name. 
"The real story is how many people 
this government has put on its 
payroll since Feb. IS-^it's well into 
the hundreds— «nd how many 
have actually shown up for work- 
few to none. What has happened is 
that this government has turned 
itself toto • h^togJiallr" 

Afghan intellectuals like Naim 
Mj^jrooh and Abdullah Ali say 
the continuing flow of aid, com- 
bined with the rebels' pltimmeting 
morale, has generated a cult of 
corruption that is further eroding 

the rebels' will to fight. 

"The poliUcal iiystetn Uiat is 
functioning here in Pakistan is a 
farce," said AM, wH6 is ah adviser 
to an exile government agency that 
has received tome of the aid mq^ 
ey. "They're going to kill the 
Afghans with such a system. Ajnd 
the longer this system contini|M7 
thestrongerN^willb^om^."*- - 
Mi^rooh said: "We have compro- 
iftised our ideals with outsidejl^;; 
and now we Afghans— all 
ghans— are losinf the war. Jthad, 
you see, is a purely islamic stnigr 
gle for the liberation of the homf^r, 
land, and for years it was. But npy^ 
there are nO Soviet troops in Af^ 
ghanistan, and it is clear that thosi? 
who have been talking about l){q}x 
war just want to take the pow«r 
and the money for themselves. , Z 
" Jihad is also sacrifice, life-an^r. 
death sacrifice, and the question 
we are all asking now is, sacrifice 
for whom?" 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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fylPower Stm Afghan Can Thank His 4-StarAide 



ByJOHN F.BURNS 

Special to The New York Times 

KABUL, Afghanistan, May 7 — As 
Afghanistan's rulers have been as- 
sassinated or driven into exile. Mo- 
hammed Aslam Watanjar has been 
one of the country's pre-eminent sur- 
vivors. 

As a tank major, the general sealed 
the success of the 1978 revolution with 
< an attack on the Defense Ministry of 
the previous ruler, Mohammad Daud. 
Now, as Defense Mmister, he is 
guardian of what remains of the revo- 
lutionaries' power. 

Two months ago, only General 
Watanjar stood between President 
NajibuUah and the ignominy that be- 
fell his predecessors as President. On 
March 6, as Mr. NajibuUah sat at a 
conference table in the Gul Kharna 
Palace with civilian members of the 
ruling Politburo, an 1,100-pound bomb 
was dropped on the palace by irf^Kr- 
21 fighter-bomber. 

One More Coup Attempt 

It was the opening blow in another 
coup attempt, this time by Lieut. Gen. 
Shahnawaz Tanai, who was then De- 
fense Minister and had made a bi- 
zarre compact with Gulbuddin Hak- 
matyar, one of the fundamentalist 
Muslim leaders who have been fight- 
ing a guerrilla war, to topple the 
Kabul Government. As the bomb ex- 
ploded less than 100 feet away, the 
ceiling of the conference room col- 
lapsed, along with a chandelier, and 
its windows shattered. But somehow 
the ruling elite remained alive. 

At that moment, their continued 
survival depended heavily on General 

■ Watanjar. For one thing, his job as In- 
terior Minister gave him control of 
the sarandoi, a paramilitary police 
force with tanks and other heavy 
weapons. For another, General 
Watanjar had long been considered a 
stalwart of the Khalqis, hard-liners in 
the ruling People's Democratic Party 
who have been increasingly restive 
under Mr. NajibuUah. 

• On the face of it. General Watanjar 
seemed more likely to join General 
Tanai, another leading Khalqi, than to 
stand by Mr. NajibuUah. But when 
the badly shaken leaders, led by Mr. 
Najtbullah, reached an underground 
command post they found General 
Watanjar there, along with the secret 
police chief, Farouk Yaqubi, a Polit- 
buro member said. 

A PwiiPfflfUenerar's Star '"^ 

Having failed to reach General 
Tanai by telephone. General Watan- 
jar had ordered a sarandoi battalion, 
backed by secret police troops, to in- 
tercept the army's 15th tank brigade, ' 
dispatched by General Tanai to at- 
tack the palace from its base near the 
infamous Pul-i-Chti'ki ptimn, ... m 
Wiles to the east. 

General Watanjar's reward was a 
fourth general's star, and a radio 
speech by Mr. NajibuUah within two 

hours naming him the new Defense 
Ministtr. General Watanjar followed 
with a radio address of his own order- 
ing the army to seize General Tanai 
"dead or alive." Now General Watan- 
jar is installed in the Darulaman Pal- 
ace, a floor below General Tanai's of- 
fice, which was destroyed by tank fire 
in the coup attempt. 

Although aides had prepared 
scripted answers for an interview, 
the general, who is 44 years old, 
needed no prompting on the issue that 




After an attempted coup agamst President NajibuUah in" March 
young soldier stood guard in the damaged Afghan Defense MinYs^; 






all visitors have pressed since his 
promotion — whether he has any in- 
clination to challenge Mr. NajibuUah. 

"I would not even think of joining 
such diabolical plots," he said, his 
voice betraying an edge of anger. "I 
joined the revolution to deliver my 
people from poverty and misery, not 
to throw in my lot with a handful of 
traitors. Tanai was an ambitious and 
selfish man, without any conscience, 
and his fate is that of traitors every- 
where, the b4t«em»**t*«xBfifld its- 
grace." 

Since General Tanai's 24-hour coup 
attempt endjsd with his fleeing by 
helicopter to Pakistan, diplomats 
have made a fresh assessment of 
General Watanjar. 

Although a Khalqi, the diplomats 
say, he is a professional military man 
who has survived — as armed forces 
Chief of Staff, Interior Minister twice. 
Communications Minister and as De- 
fense Minister once before — because 
he has shunned involvement in the 
ethnic, personal and ideological feuds 
that have torn the ruling party. 

General Watanjar put it more sim- 
ply. Distinctions between Khalqis and 
Parchamis, their traditional party 
rivals, are, he said, "invalid and ir- 
relevant," apparently because revo- 
lutionaries with their backs to the 
wall cannot afford feuds, and because 
Mr. NajibuUah has thrown ideology 
overboard anyway in his pleas to the 
guerrillas for peace. 

Gains by the Armed Forced 

On other issues, much of General 



Asm 



cles from 1 he Kabul Times, a starchy 
Government newspaper. ""The armed 
forces of the republic of Afghanistan 
have been inficting telling blows on 
the warmongers at Khost and in othpr 
parts of the country," he said, refer- 
ring to the Muslim rebels. 
Despite such stiff formulas, diplo- 
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The man most responsible for foil- 
ing the coup was Gen. Mo- 
hammed Aslam Watanjar. His ef- 
forts earned him a fourth star and 
control of the Defense Ministry. 



mats say the Kabul forces have, in 
fact, performed better since the coup 
attempt, making, gains outside Jalala- 
bad, the strategic city east of Kabul, 
and holding off a major ret>el offen- 
sive at Khost, General Tanai's home- 
town. And the diplomats say that 
General Watanjar may be a more ef- 
fective commander than General 
Tanai, a 36-year-old paratroop offi- 
cer. 

Educated at a military academy in 
Kabul, then trained by Soviet tank 
specialists. General Watanjar gave 
his hobby as "reading history," n^ 
something usually thought of as a 
preoccupation of the Kabul elite. 

Along with his other concerns. Gen- 
eral Watanjar has had the distraction 
lately of working to the thump of 
hammers and the grinding of drills. 
The Darulaman Palace, built in 1923 
to house the country's first Parlia- 
ment, has been a ruined shell since 
the coup attempt, its roofs and walls 
punctured by shellfire, its corridors 
dank with rainwater. Artisans clam- 
ber atop wooden scaffolds, repairing 
friezes and architraves. 

In what served as General Tanai's 
office, still decorated with an oil 
painting of a Soviet infantryman 
making a night attack through heavy 
snow, an old man was applying gold 
leaf to freshly plastered moldings in 
preparation for General Watanjar's 
moving in, perhaps silently wishful 
that the office's new occupant will not 
put his craftsman's skills at hazard 
by making a new grab for Mr. Naji- 
buUah's power. 

NEW YORK TIMES 
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LEADERS IN KABUL 
SE EK A NEW I MAGE 

By JOHN r. BURNS 

Special to The New York Times 

KABUL, Afghanistan, May 4 — A 
year ago, Farid Mazdak greeted visi- 
tors to his office here in an olive-green 
military-style uniform, as though to 
signal that he was at one with the sol- 
diers upholding the Government at be- 
sieged cities like Jalalabad, Kabul and 
Kandahar. 

These days, Mr. Mazdak turns out 
for interviews in a natty striped shirt, 
tailored black tfbusers and loafers. 
And his talk is mostly of politics, not 
war. 

As the youngest member of Presi- 
dent Najibullah's Politburo — he is 32 
years old — and as a man who appears 
to be less tainted by the Kabul Govern- 
ment's unwholesome record than some 
others, Mr. Mazdak has been assigned 
broad responsibility m preparing the 
ruling People's Democratic Party for 
the possibility that it will settle its 
struggtS with the United States-backed 
Muslim guerrillas in elections. 

Until now, the prospect of having to 
seek votes has not been a pressing mat- 
ter for a party that seized power in a 
military coup in 1978, then quickly be- 
came synonymous with repression. But 
since the Bush Administration dis- 
closed this week that it has been nar- 
rowing some of the differences in ne- 
gotiations with the Moscow over Af- 
{ ghanistan, which could lead to interna- 
jiionally supervised elections, new ur- 
igency has been lent to efforts to give 
the ruling party a new image. 

A More 'Dsmocratie' Party 

Under prompting from the Kremlin, 
which has kept the Kabul leaders 
abreast of the Soviet-American talks, 
Mr.'NajibuUah's entourage has been 
working on measures intended to give 
the People's Democratic Party a new 
allure. Mr. Mazdak, previously head of 
the party's youth league, has been 
shifted into the party's headquarters 
with a brief that includes changes to 
make the party more "democratic." 

The changes will be adopted this 
summer, at the first congress that the 
party has called since 30 Marxists 
founded it as a clandestine organiza- 
tion in a Kabul basement 25 years ago. 

Mr. Mazdak said proposals being cir- 
culated among the party's 200,000 
members would remove a reference in 
the party's charter to its "vanguard" 
role; acknowledge that it must com- 
pete for power with other parties, and 
force party chiefs at all levels to seek 
mandates in secret ballots, perhaps the 
most far-reaching innovation of all in 
an organization whose leadership has 
consisted of a self-p)erpetuating cabal. 

What this amounts to is the abandon- 
ment of all outward vestiges of Marx- 
ism. Sin^^ Seviet troops left IS months 
ago, Mr. Na^ibuIIah has been saying 
the party was never Marxist, but Mr. 
Mazdak is more candid, saying it was 
hijacked early by a radi^ AiiiMiiv 



"It was a time when Marxism-Lenm- 
ism was quite a fashion in underde- 
veloped countries like Afghanistan," he 
said. As for the party's internal prac- 
tices, he referred to the abortive coup 
two months ago by the former Defense 
Minister, Lieut. Gen. Shahnawaz Tanai. 

Ours has been a democracy Of bombs 
and tanks," he said. 

'Reconciliation' Sought 

Led by Mr. Najibullah, whose own 
record is not so much for ideological 
fervor as for his unsentimental attitude 
toward opponents during his years as 
secret police chief, party leaders have 
been outdoing each other lately in re- 
nouncing virtually everything the 
party stood for until it accepted the 
hopelessness of the war and pro- 
claimed its policy of "national recon- 
ciliation" in 1987. 

The change meant repudiation of 
policies once ruthlessly enforced: 
redistribution of land, attempts to di- 
minish the power of the country's Mus-* 
!im clerics, confiscation of property 
from enemies and summary execu- 
tions, among others. 

In recent weeks, Mr. Najibullah has 
issued decrees ordering the restitution 
of all seized properties, albeit under 
complex rules that could make some 
owners wait years, and abolishing a 
law limiting dowry payments for 
brides to 300 afghanis, less than $6 at 
the official rate of exchange. Mr. Maz- 
dak cited the dowry rule as an instance 
of what he said had been well-inten- 
tioned but foolhardy efforts to reform a 
society bound by tradition. "You can't 
change social psychology by issuing 
decrees overnight," he said. 

The Government's opponents reject 
efforts to remold the party as hopeless, 
saying they have come only under dire 
pressure from the mujahedeen, as the 
rebels call themselves, and because 
they are being sponsored by Mr. Naji- 
bullah, who is closely associated with 
the wrongdoing of the old regime. 

Lawyer Complains Bitterly 

One of the few constitutional lawyers 
in Kabul complained bitterly about the 
changes, saying a parallel plan to sum- 
mon a traditional loya jirga, or grand 
assembly, this month to remove "un- 
democratic" and "socialist" elements 
from the 1987 Constitution had been put 
together by party officials without con- 
sulting the best experts. "It's a farce," 
he said. "These party people are Com- 
munists, and nothing they do will per- 
suade people otherwise." 
' Some officials, including Mr. Najibul- 
lah, say the party's ability to draw on a 
"national" membership — 65 percent 
of Its members are in the armed forces 
— and its commitment to modernizing 
the country will give it an election ad- 
vantage over the guerrilla parties, 

"It's not going to be easy to over- 
come our past," Mr. Mazdak said. "But 
whether our mistakes have been more 
or less grievous than those of the so- 
called mujahedeen, who can say? Who 
has clean hands? Not us, certainly, but 
not our opponents either, not the Soviet 
Union, and not, I'm sorry to say it, the 
United States." 

NEW YORK TIMES 
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Details of US aid 
to Mujahideen 



KARACHI - , , ' 1 of ^ -^eoo 
metric tons of wheat to an 
I estimated L6 million Afghans in 
Afghanistan has been provided 
since 1986 by the United States, 
through its cross-border 
humanitarian assistance 
programme. 

Most of the what is distributed 
inside Afghanistan by Mujahideen 
commanders under the auspices of 
shuras (Local councils) the 
pr6ject was initiated in 1986 to 
supply humanirtarian aid, thu*ough 
commodities and services, from 
Pakistan directly into Afghanistan 
with the help of Pakistan. 

Funded by the US agency for 
Internationl Development 
( USAID) to the tune of 72/million 
dollars, it was done through the 
commodity export programme 
which is not only involved in 
procuring and transporting 
commidities into Aghanistan but 
also for doing some road repairs 
and construction in the war- 
damaged country. 

Also under the programme, 
Afghanistan have received 390 
tons of tea, 1500 tons of sugar, 1275 
tons of beans, 22,000 blankets and 
33,000 sets of clothing. 

The transportation of these 
commodities to Pakistan for 
delivery inside Afghanistan is 
done mainly by US air force planes 
in the last three years, US military 
transport planes have made 93 
flights to Islamabad, carrying 
more than 2600 tons of aid 
material, including excess non- 
lethal US department of defence 
material and goods donated by 
American private organisations. 

The planes have also ferried 
1 . 140 mules from the United Slates 
to Pakistan, where.they are used 



to iiansport supplies into 
Afghanistan. Mules have been 
critical to the delivery of relief 
supplies because most of the. 
major roads have been badly 
damaged during the war. 

On a recent flight, a US C-5 
military transport plane took 
nearly 10,00,00 fruit trees, mostly 
apple trees, from Turkey to 
Pakistan for planting inside 
Afghanistan as many forests and 
orchards either were destroyed in 
the war or are threatened with 
destruction. 

USAID, in cooperation with 
Pakistan government, in 1988 
established the Afghan 
Construction and Logistics Unit 
(ACLU) to transport humani- 
tarian goods from Pakistan into 
Afghanistan and to improve or 
construct roads and bridges. 
Previously, aii aid commoditf^ 
•.vere transported into Af^iin^tan 
by the resistances. 

A major -reason for the rapid 
establishment of the project was 
an urgent need that year for tooa 
m Afghanistan, especially around 
Kabul. A lot of food was delivered 
before the end of the year I9ffl|. 

The ACLU has delivered more 
than 9,000 tons of USAID-brought 
commodities. It was accomplished 
m 156 convoys of 20 to 50 trucks 
The project has 200 Afghan 
drivers, stationed in a 
maintenance facility on the 
outskirts of Peshawar. Another 300 
Afghans are working in the 
construction compDiii^t (rf tt» 
project. 

The ACLU has three creWs in 
Afghanistan doing construction 
work and one crew that is working 
on bridges. — - 
PT ^ May 27. 1990 
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Beleaguered Kabul Looks Toward 
Summit for Help in Eu4iiig War 



By MARK FINEMAN 

TIMES STAFF WRITER 

KABUL, Afghanistan— Flanked 
by dozens of submachine gun- 
ners in business suits in a decaying 
movie theater surrounded by tanks 
and soldiers. Afghan President Na- 
jibullah took the stage this week to 
convince the world that his harsh, 
Soviet- backed regime has seen the 
light of democracy. 

"We are not Communists any 
more." the president declared of 
his traditionally Marxist ruling 
party, which allowed 115,000 Sovi- 
et occupation troops to spend a 
decade destroying the country in a 
continuing war that has left a 
million Afghans dead and 5 million 
others refugees. "Now, we want 
only peace." 

Citing his regime's new-found 
commitment to political pluralism, 
capitalism and free elections, Naji- 
buUah appealed to the United 
States and the Soviet Union to 
reach an agreement at this week's 
Washington summit that will help 
end a war now threatening to 
transform Afghanistan into anoth- 
er Lebanon. 

At his speech Monday to his 
handpicked loya jirgha, or grand 
assembly of elders, Najibullah tried 
hard to cast his regime as a group 
of reformers committed to follow- 
ing the path of Eastern liUro|>e and 
the Soviet Union. 

Just one problem— hardly anyone 
is listening. Despite the hopes of 
millions of Afghans throughout the 
world that Presidents Bush and 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev will some- 
how solve this nation's complex 
crisis in the next few days, the 
Afghan issue is expected to be MtUe 
more thaii« footnote ^^HNNfeMit 
talks. 

At best, Soviet and U.S. analysts 
said this week, the two leaders may 
agree in principle on a timetable to 
end both Soviet arms shipments to 
Najibullah's regime and the vast, 
five-year CIA arms pipeline to the 
Islamic Afghan rebels known as 
the moujahedeen. But even then, 
senior diplomats on both sides said, 
such an agreement, known as 
"negative symmetry," is likely to 
remain secret. 

In any case, diplomats from both 
Washington and Moscow say that 
the heavily armed factions on both 
sides of the Afghan conflict are 
now so torn apart from within that 
the superpower potential for end- 
ing the bloody conflict has been 



"When the Americans say it is 
impossible to influence the mouja- 
hedeen, to some extent it is true. 
And the same is true for us," said a 
Soviet diplomat. "When we had 
115,000 troops here, we had some 
way to persuade them. But now, 
the situation is more complex, all 
we have is an embassy in Kabul, 
and our influence is limited. 

"Now, it's up to the Afghans 
themselves to listen to each other." 

But few have been listening. 

From their base in the Pakistani 
border city of Peshawar, the lead- 
ers of the seven major moujahedeen 
parties have been issuing dozens of 
contradictory pronouncements 
that have all but ended U.S. hopes 
of bringing unity to their ranks. 

Many rebel commanders inside 
Afghanistan have simply stopped 
fighting, while four of the most 
powerful of them met earlier this 
month to formulate a plan to break 
with the U.S. -backed parties in 
Peshawar. 

"No one is fighting a holy war 
inside Afghanistan any more." said 
one resistance leader who asked 
not to be identified by name. 
"They're only fighting over the 
opium fields and the heroin." 

Despite the rebel disunity in 
Peshawar and Najibullah's show of 
democracy this week in Kabul, it 
was clear from dozens of inter- 
views in the besieged capital that 
the regime is not much better off 
than its armed opponents. 

The strongman president did 
survive a bloody coup attempt twa 
months ago by his former defense 
minister, Shahnawaz Tanai, but 
the armed forces and the ruling 



People's Democratic Party of Af- 
ghanistan remain deeply divided 
from within. 

Just last Sunday, thousands of 
troops in full combat gear suddenly 
appeared throughout the capital,' 
and several reliable sources said 
that Najibullah loyalists barely 
averted another military rebellion 
by rounding up dozens of coup 
plotters Uiat day. 

While plots continue in army 
ranks, of which 65% are 
members of the ruling party, there 
is also growing resentment in the, 
party's powerful PoUtburo. Party! 
hard-liners are angered by Naji-| 
bullah's crusade to recast as bom-| 
again capit!iiists and pluralists thej 
same party that overthrew Af- 
ghanistan's monarchy in 1978 for 
Soviet -backed socialism. 

The new government that the 
party officially formed last week 
was a classic illustration of the 
conflicting forces now at work 
within the regime. When Najibul- 
lah unveiled the new 36-memb«r 
Cabinet, a spokesman proudly de- 
clared that less than half of its 
ministers are ruling party mem- 
bers— "to democratize the social 
and political life of the Afghan 
people," he said. 

But most independent analysts 
in Kabul said the Cabinet was made 
deliberately weak. To assume his 
post, the new premier, a non-party 
former governor named Fazlul 
Haq Khaleqyar. had to be carried 
out of a hospital, where he is 
recovering from gunshot wounds 
received in an assassination at- 
tempt last month. 
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"Maybe there really is the desire 
for a move to change things, but so 
far you just don't see it," one 
European diplomat said. "... 
They {the regime] don't have ac- 
cess to any new people to introduce 
real changes." 

Similarly, the debate on the new 
government last weekend in the 
haUs of what was once considerpd a 

lame ' party -appointed- 
ment also reflected what . 
diplomats consider "largely 
metic changes." 

For three days, a total of 103l 
delegates sharply criticized every-l 
one from reappointed Foreign Min-^ 
ister Abdul Wakil, a Politbun* 
member who many diplomats ex- 
pected would be removed from the 
Cabinet, to the party official who 
recently staged an official beauty 
contest in Kabul amid rebel rocket 
barrages. 

But actually, the party had in^ 
structed parliamentary dele- 
gates to be especially vocal during 
jhe debate, to provide a show of 
fiemocracy, and the Parliament's 
deputy chairman, Zahoorullah Za- 
hoori, who belongs to a rival leftist 
party, conceded that no one criti- 
cized Najibullah because "under 
the rules, we have no right to 
criticize the president." 

Indeed, the only genuine sign of 
democratic change in Kabul these 
days may be found in a grimy httle 
office on the second floor of the 
abandoned Afghan Tours Hotel, 
where a political dissident. Prof. 
Mohammad Asghar. explained his 
newly formed National Reeofteilia- 
tion Society. 

"We are against both the regime 
and \1r€ moujahedeen," Asghar, 74, 
said. "The so-called moujahedeen 
are fighting each other and not 
united, and what we are seeing 
here in Kabul today is not reid 
democratic ehiuiiie. 
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The real American role in Afghanistan 



In a lengthy article, Arabic daily AUIttihad, May 24, reviewed in 
detail the Afghan issue vnth particular emphasis on the Ameri- 
can role m dividing, demoraHsing and cultivating the Afghan 
Mujahideen The paper also explained the Arab role and how 
the U5> planned to neutralise and subsequently end this Arab role 
Here are the main features of this article. 

r Tc Afghan resistance is a strategic goal of the 

US policy. It IS just like a military operation to crush an adversary 
^T?^W J"?*'^^' of siege, division and liquidation. Surprisingly, the 
JbM< tailed over a penod of ten years to bring about an operation 
3f this type.!!" ^ 

Giving a resume of the Afghan issue, the paper said that the US 
succeeded to establish contacts vdth various resistance groups in- 
'1 Afghanistan due to the lack of Islamic support of 

Che Atghan Mujahideen. "But simultaneously, the US was keen to 
ensure that the field commanders inside Afghanistan should not 
achieve a decisive victory in order to suppress any possibility of 
an emergence of a strong Afghan leadership independent of the 
centres of American pressures," the paper maintained. It outlined 
Che toUowmg 8 Amencan tactics to weaken the resistance forces 
and to put them under its influence. 

i. Separation of Ulema (religious scholars) for Jihad (Holy War) 
operations. In this regard tens of Ulema were called back to 
Peshawar to be appointed in administrative jobs while the majori- 
ty of them were military leaders in a country known by its high 
esteem for the Ulema. This step was taken to avert the danger of 
mtegratmg Ulema with field commanders, a step which may lead 
to the emergence of an independent leadership that might not serve 
Amencan interests. 

ii. Division of Ulema into various organisations and political parties. 

ui. Confining field commanders to their own tribal areas to en- 
sure their localisation and ultimately foil any attempt of expansion 
by all available means. 

iv. Opening branches for all organisations in all other regions 
so that no region would follow a.united organisation because in 
such an eventuality, a united organisation coidd extend its influence 
over the adjacent regions. ^ 

V. Reduction of military assistance to the strong organisations 

so that they should not become stronger, even if this step causes 
their defeat in their fight with the communist forces. 

vi. If, despite all these measures, the field commander remains 
strong, a side-fight would be arranged with other field commanders 
in the area to weaken this strong field commander. 

vii. Spreading all kinds of rumours in order to defame and des- 
troy the good reputation of the strong military leaders inside Af- 
ghanistan. 

viii. If all these measures fail, physical liquidation would be used. 
Many field commanders were assassinated inside and outside Af- 
ghanistan." 

Commenting on Mr. Peter Tomson*s role, the paper said that 
he ignored 'the AIG by establishing direct contacts with the field 
commanders and that he was responsible for the failure of the 
Jalalabad battle. Furthermore, Mr. Tomson tried to tarnish the im- 
age of the Mujahideen by accusing them of involvement in smug- 
gling of heroin and projecting Hekmatyar as "fundamentalist." 

Speaking on the Arab role in Afghanistan, the paper said, "Get- 
ting rid of the Arab role in Afghanistan is an integral part of the 
American strategy in order to delink and isolate the Afghan Muja- 
hideen from their natural allies and ultimately to impose the Ameri 
can solution on the Afghan people." 

"In the beginning a few Muslims and Arabs joined the Muja 
hideen, but the percentage of the Arabs increasedf with every year. 
In 1984 Dr. Abdullah Azzam established the Service OflRce in 
Peshawar to channelise Arab voluntary aid to the Afghan resisunce. 
This oflfice played an important role in providing direct services 
to the Afghan Mujahideen through representatives who were spread 
fi-om Badakhshan in the east to Herat in the west and from southern 
Afghanistan to the northern parts adjacent to the USSR. Their mis- 
sion was to identify Mujahideen needs and submit recommenda- 
tions for Peshawar office to make rheni available " 

"The main idea of this Services Office was to establish an Islam- 
ic supply line to the Mujahideen in order to protect them from suc- 
cumbing to foreign influence which may lead to yielding to the 



By ALI MOHAMMAD 



American pressure." 

"Many of the representatives of this office were martyred whi 
joimng the supply caravans inside Afghanistan." 
r "?^* 1"^ Azzam was able to secure huge financial suppo 
tor the Afghan Mujahideen from Arab countries, particularly froi 
oil-nch Gulf states and could mobilise further aid through his sm. 
but effective mformation office. He also succeeded in establishir. 
direct contacts with Islamic centres in the US and Europe throue 
which he obtained financial^oral and poUtical support for th 
Afghan Muiahideen. ^ 

• *l^"^"?"y Service Office became the centre of Arab activir 
m Afghamstan... About 6000-7000 Arab youths used to spend 
months m Afghanistan whereas permanent Arab fighters wer 
about 1000." 

"With the withdrawal of the Soviet troops from Afghanistar 
Services Office became a victim of the American media campaig 
also helped partly by Gorbachev's peaceful oflfensive. 
This campaign has succeeded in convincing the world publi 
opinion and people in the Muslim countries that the Afghan issu 
had come to an end and that whatever was happening in A 
ghanistan was merely a civil war." 

"Dr. Abdullah Azzam tried hard to resist this campaign and ac 
cused the US and the West of restricting the estabUshment of a 
Islam*" "^'^ Afghanistan and waging a hatred campaign again: 

"In a press conference held at Kuwait, Dr. AbduUah Azzam saic 
The West does not favour the establishment of an Islamic state ' 
Afghamstan. When the US realised that the Mujahideen would u 
timately gam victory, it became mad and desperately tried to cu. 
nvate the Afghan leaders. But the US failed in its endeavour 
because everyone insisted on the establishment t)f an Islamic stai 
m Afghamstan. When the Americans realised that they could nc 
deal with those leaders, they liquidated them physically." 

"As matters stand. Dr. Abdullah Azzam was martyred a few da\ 
after this statement. The Arab youths who used to hear his Frida 
sermon had no doubt that the Americans were behind his mar 
tyrdom. Therefore they immediately organised processions an 
raised slogans against the US and its agents."- 



JUST ONE SNAG Cont. frcm p. 

Even if the Americans and the Russians 
can agree on election arrangements, a free 
and fair poll throughout Afghanistan is not 
possible at present. It would have to be re- 
stricted to the towns, which the Kabul gov- 
ernment controls. The mujaheddin guerril- 
las, who control most of the countryside, 
have already made it clear that they would 
not go along with any plan that impeded 
their aim of eventually installing their own 
government in Kabul. 

Mr NajibuUah, who these days claims to 
be a good Muslim and an Afghan patriot 
rather than a communist, is in touch with 
the "interim government" of mujaheddin 
groups in the Pakistan border town of Pe- 
shawar. The two sides meet in secret, osten- 
sibly to discuss exchanges of prisoners. But 
Mr NajibuUah is almost certainly trying to 
arrange new local peace pacts with mujahed- 
din leaders. Such pacts suit some mujahed- 
din: they leave them free to fight rival guer- 
rillas, whom they often dislike even more 
than they do Mr NajibuUah. 

If Mr NajibuUah decides that, one way 
or another, he can control a good slice of the 
15 
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Afghan Fear: Does World Still Care? 



By JOHN F.BURNS 

Special to The New York Times 

KAIUL, Afi}ianisttB#4ay 7 ^ When 
a two-man team from Coca-Cola's 
Asian operation arrived at the compa- 
ny's abandoned plant near the Soviet 
Embassy here the other day, a crowd 
assembled. It continued to gather for- 
days, even after word passed that it 
would be weeks, maybe months, before 
the plant could be re-commissioned. 

What the eager faces outside the bot- 
tling plant seemed to signify was some- 
Ihing deeper than thirst. In the 12th 
summer of their war, Afghans watch 
for any sign, however oblique, that 
their plight has not been forgotten. 

For a decade, while Soviet troops 
were here to fight the Muslim guerril- 
las, there were few fears that Afghani- . 
Stan would slide down the world's pri- 
ority list. But since the Soviet with- 
drawal on Feb. 15, 1989* and the Kabul ! 
forces' subsequent success in holding 
off the rebels, Afghans have had a 
growing sense that concern for their 
war has receded in the distant capitals 
that are seen as having the power to 
end it. 

The conflict itself has settled into a 
pattern of purposelessness. In the last 
month, a long-distance rebel rocket 
supplied by the United States and Saudi 
Arabia slammed into a bus in Kabul, 
killing more than 20 people. Another 
landed at dusk near a mosque, killing 
atJeastlS. 

Nightly Missile Firings 

The sky over Kabul is lighted each 
night with the exhaust plumes of the 
Government's Scud missiles, whose 
one-ton explosive warheads rarely 
strike distant guerrilla targets. Re- 
ports in Kabul's bazaars speak of the 
weapons hitting villages, markets, 
even schools. 

Each day, in soldiers' sandbagged 
redoubts and in lowly mud-walled 
homes, the hopeful rise before dawn to 
catch short-wave broadcasts in j 
Persian and Pashto, the country's '■ 
main languages, transmitted by the 
Voice of America and the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. Clusters of 
people listen intently to the scratchy 
broadcasts, eager for nuances suggest- 
ing that the diplomatic stalemate be- 
tween Washington, the principal 
backer of the rebels, and Moscow, un- 
derwriting the C^w^mment, 
might be broken. 

Last week, after Bush Administra- 
tion officials announced that the super- 
powers had narrowed some of their dif- 
ferences over a possible peace formu- 

j la, there was a new roller-coaster of 
I hope and disillusion. Hope came from 
I the disclosure that the two powers have 
I been discussing elections as a way to 
! end the fighting. Disillusion followed 
; when President NajibuUah, the Kabul 
leader, demanded that he retain power 
during the voting, a condition rejected 
by the United States and by the guer- 
rilla leaders. 

I A year ago, many Afghans believed 
that arms, not diplomacy, would end 
the war. But after 15 months of im- 
passe in the fighting, most people seem 
to believe that all hope for peace rests 
with negotiations. 

An Old Man's Plea 

"Please, good sir, when you come 
next time, bring us some good news, 
some sign that our troubles will soon be 
at an end," an elderly porter implored 
an American visitor preparing to leave 
Kabul airport. His eyes moist, the old 
man stepped back in his threactttare 



khaki uniform and offered a shaky sa- 
lute. 

At the height of the siege of Jalala- 
bad last year, reporters took their lives 
in their hands to reach the strategic 
city from Kabul. Now, the same Soviet- 
built military helicopter, with the same 
pilot, Capt. MotetmmtBil ffumayun, flies 
low above the road that threads be- 
tween the two cities, with the 25-year- 
old captain grinning at the scene in the 
rocky gorges below. 

Where rebel groups once succeeded 
in closing the road for weeks at a time, 
convoys now ply steadily eastward, 
carrying weapons and food to the gar- 
rison. Likewise, the 250-mile Salang 
highway that links Kabul to the Soviet 
border has remained open because 
rival guerrilla groups have failed to 
mount the concerted actions that would 
close it. 

Any hope of tightening the siege of 
Kabul evaporated when Ahmad Shah 
Massoud, the guerrillas' most charis- 
matic field commahder, decided to 
consolidate his hold on the northeast- 
ern third of the country, a stronghold of 
lis Tadzhik people. Mr. Massoud has 
■«en building the semblance of civil 
?3vernment, even posting traffic po- 
icemen at intersections in some dusty 
owns. 

What Future May Look Like 

Slowly, a pattern is emerging that 
uggests something of what the coun- 
ry may look like when the war finally 
nds. With many of the rebel com- 
landers apparently convinced that the 
tey to ending the war lies with the .su- 
perpowers, many have stopped fight- 
ing, and wide areas of the country are 
reverting to warlord rule. The situation 
has allowed the United Nations to 
mount ambitious missions that cross 
Govemrtlent and rebel lines. Trucks 
loadml with supplies travel long dis- 
tances out of Government-controlled 
cities like Herat and Mazar-i-Sharif, 
paying tolls to Government and rebel 
commanders alike. 

In Kabul, the siege mentality of last 
year has given way to a dogged deter- 
mination to resume normal lives. Dur- 
ing a firefight this week between Gov- 
ernment troops in Kabul's northern 
suburbs and rebels in the Paghman 
mountains, a visitor oft a bicycle 

/watched as butchers slaughtered 
camels, farmers tended to fields of 
spring wheat and schoolgirls walked 
arm-in-arm to school, apparently 
oblivious to the shells and rockets pass- 
ing overhead. Everywhere, there were 
offers of tea, and pleas for peace. 

Last year, many in Kabul were ready 
to welcome the guerrillas. But now 
they are mentioned only to condemn 
them for the. rocketing, and for the 
rebel leaders' refusal, until now, to ne 
gotiate for peace. On the bicycle ride, 
as on other forays, the greatest enthu 
siasm seemed to run for Mohammed 
Zahir Shah, the 75-year-old exiled King. 

"Tell the Americans: the Afghan 
people want the King back," saidaii old 
trader named Abdullah, seateit^n a 
stall fashioned from flattened oit^ans. 
"When he was here, there was tiwe of 
this killing." 

A crowd applauded. "Zahir Shah!" 
they shouted. ' ' Zahir Shah ! " 
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Mohammad Zahir Shah, the de- 
posed King of Afghanistan. 



By JOHN F. BURNS 

Speeial to The New York Times 

GROTTAROSSA, Italy — For most 
of the 17 years that Mohammad Zahir 
Shah has made his home in exile in 
Italy, the prospects that he would ever 
return to Afghanistan — much less re- 
turn as the king he was for 40 vears — 
seemed remote. 

Now, many people who wrestle with 
the problems of restoring peace in his 
shattered homeland and large num- 
bers of ordinary Afghans regard the 75- 
year-old deposed king as a potentially 
important figure in any settlement of 
their country's 12-year war. 

It is a situation that Zahir Shah Wel- 
comes. But he is quick to say that the 
role he seeks is not necessarily that of 
king but rather of "an Afghan patriot," 
doing whatever he can to h^lp jnd his 
country's suffering. 

"I personally have no inclination of 
that kind," he said in an interview at 
the modest villa that he shares with his 
wife. Queen Homaira, in the rolling 
countryside of GrottSfossa, 20 miles 
north of Rome. 

"Of course, the free decision of the 
Afghan people will be decisive in this 
matter," he said. "But from my per- 
sonal standpoint, the question of the 
restoration of the monarchy simply 
Sdoesn't come into my thoughts." 

Members of his family say the king, 
who was overthrown in 1973, should be 
taken at his word. For one thing, he is 
not a vigorous man, having traded his 
passions of horseriding and hunting for 
occasional games of chess and for 
walks on the pathways that crisscross 
the surrounding fields. 

The eldest of his four living sons, 
Ahmad Shah, 55, lives quietly outside 
Washington, but speculation about a re- 
vived political role for the king has so 
far not extended to his heirs. 

Melancholy of Absence 

"Age is somefliing I feel," the king 
said softly as he sat on a sofa in the airy 
living room of the villa, fingering an 
empty cigarette holder. But more than 
age, what a visitor sensed about the. 
slightly stooped, impeccably dressed 
man was the melancholy of enforced 
absence from his homeland. 

The emptiness seemed captured, in a 
way, by the villa's decor, vfhich offered 
only hints of its occupant's former sta- 
tion. Of the heirlooms of the Duranis, 
the clan that ruled Afghanistan from 
1747 until 1973, all that he has about 
him now is an oil painting of his father, 
Mohammad Nadir Shah, who was a's- 
sassinated in 1933, and scattered 
family photographs. 

One of two sisters who remained in 
Kabul sent the king some pages of Af- 
ghan calligraphy she bought in the 
Kabul bazaar. These are now framed 
on the villa's walls. (The other sister 
was the wife of Mohammad Daud the 
man who led the 1973 coup. Both were 
killed in a Communist coup five vears 
later.) 

Most of all. what ties the king to his 
homeland are his memories. "I have a 
strong yearning to return and live the 
rest of my years among my compatri- 

"%he 



cal role for the king runs high among 
hard-line Afghan guerrilla groups, 
notably the one led by Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, a Muslim fundamentalist who 
spent time in one of the king's prisons. 
The hostility has extended to the assas- 
sination of leading royalists among tt)e 
3.2-million Afghan refugees in Paki- 
stan, and it is not by chance that the 
gates of the villa here are watched 
round the clock by members of a spe- 
cial security detail of the carabinieri. 

Still, there are those who believe that 
in the tangled mess of Afghan politics, 
Zahir Shah may be the man to help 
break the impasse. Among these is 
President Najibullah, the Soviet- 
backed leader in Kabul, who has ap- 
pealed to the king to engage more ac- 



tively in the search for peace. 

Another is Eduard A. Shevardnadze, 
the Soviet Foreign Minister, who, met 
the king in Rome in Decembec^^The 
United States, too, has sent representa- 
tives to talk with him. 

Land of Feudal Relationships 

Some diplomats see little value in the 
contacts, regarding the king as dis- 
qualified by his legacy. Vaulted onto 
the throne in 1933 at the age of 19 — the 
year that Franklin D. Roosevelt moved 
into the White House — he was over- 
shadowed for nearly two decades by 
two powerful uncles. When he began 
putting his own stamp on his reign, in 
the 1950's, he did so in a way that of- 
fered Wttle challenge to the feudal 
power relationships that ke{A Afghani* 
Stan mired in backwardness. 

Others believe that Zahir Shah lasted 
as long as he did because he under- 
stood that the mosaic of tribal loyalties, 
religious affinities and regional rival- 
ries that comprised Afghanistan — still 
paramount today — could only be held 
together by a ruler prepared fo leave 
much alone. 

Among ordinary Afghans,, a less 
complex reasoning prevails. "When 
Zahir Shah was kins, we were at 
peace." a Kabul taxi driver sakl earlier 
thisjnonth, lowering the sun visor m 
his cab to reveal a portrait of the king. 

The first major step by Zahir Shah to 
involve himself again in his country's 
destiny came in May, when he issued a 



Hostility toward any rm¥mi 



long statement, his first in years, that 
centered on an appeal for Afghans to 
come together in the quest for omm 
and offered hfs services. 

Read over the Afghan-language 
broadcasts of the Voice of America and 
the British Broadcasting Corp., the 
statement caused a sensation in the ba- 
zaars of Kabul and other major cities, 
causing a surge in the exchange rate of 
the depressed afghani, the nationa} 
currency. 

King Champloos Elections 
What appears to have prompted the 
king was the disctosure that the United 
States and the Soviet Union had agreed 
that elections might be the best way to 
end the war. The king is an enthusiastic 
champion of the idea, perhaps because 
like a growing number of Afghans, he 
recognizes it as the only hope that the 
country can find a middle way be^ 
tween, on one skle, Mr. Najibullah and 
the distrusted remnants of the Commu- 
nist Government and, on the other side. 
Muslim fundamentalists like Mr. Hdl» 
matyar. 

A vote would almost certainly be to 
the advantage of the one guerrilla 
party, Sayed Ahmad Gailani's Nationirih 
Independence Front of Afghanistan, 
that is clearly monarchist Bufli^ l^ 
shows Uttie sign of amfeiUon. jjYf ^ 
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'SalvatioB Society' 



Asghar Khan, an ex-minister and 
present head of the Afghanistan 
Salvation Society, a so<alled indepen- 
dent organization, has said that 
Najibullah talks about changes without 
taking any action to introduce them. 

He told a BBC correspondent in 
Kabul that regime shtniki have realized 
that Afghans do not want a communist 
party. 

The Afghanistan Salvation Society 

claims to have been independently es- 
tablished by ex-army officers and civil 
servants to promote peace. 

Asghar Khan also criticized the 
Mujahideen for lack of unity and failure 
to offer a comprehensive program to 
solve the current prd)lem of 
Afghanistan. 

He said groups presently cooperat- 
mg with the K^^ul regime are leftist 
and their participation does not change 
one-party rule in Afghanistan. 

The Salvation Society was formed 
after the Soviet troop withdrawal in 
1989. Its leaders have not participated 
in Jehad against the Soviet occupation. 
Because of this the resistance is suspi- 
cious of their claims of Independence 
from the regime. 

The Salvation Society supports 
the solution of the Afghan problem 
through negotiations between the 
Muj^deea mi the Kabul regime, 
something that the Kabul regime sup- 
poiil. There is thus good reason for the 
regime to allow such socalled inde- 
pendent groups to carry out their activi- 
ties. It improves regime's image and 
provides fiee publkity for the official 
polfcy of the regime. Pwsonal ambi- 
tions of the membcfs to regain influ- 
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The following is an exclusive interview of pir Saved Ahmad 

Gailani, Chief of The National Islamic Front of Afghanistan 
(NIFA) and head of tue Election Commission, with the frontier 
Post (Peshawar) correspondant Maqbool Malik, on April 26. 1990. 

fCQftti^g- PmMi tiiir l« ^e^^nllus ^esM^-^^" mujahideen' 
forces have arrived at Islamabad last Sunday with the president 

and prime minister of Pakistan? 

Pir Gailani: During the meeting with president and prime minister 
■mk.'^--'M-m'^4Mmti'i'^C9ption, I- explained my personal view that 
mMmimmm-'^-m^mnistitn could- tee iwsld in two different spheres, 
under . t^^i'lB^^^MNtoh of international bodiet siich as um and 
oic. In the liberated areas (Mujahideen controlled) Organizatibin 
of Islamic Countries (OIC) is the best platform to supervise the 
elections. While United Nations could supervise the polls in the 
ar<Mfe#*;r5is>rtrf ir'©ii:»<J -by the Kabul regime. » • • 
■we all incH^^ Eniineor Gulbuddin Hekmatyar ..rei^terated ttep-p 
Afghan interm government will take ti^is _ . matter under 
consideration and we will have parties to thrash out the 
outstanding differences regarding the modalities of tne elections 
and, othfr issues of mutual interest. But my personal and party 
^^s^^i.^^r^l^^j:^,.:^^^y^^J?M^^t that we want general elections to 
#*««*«««^^lr«. 'if^N|#^#ft«.- a|4re,aaid fdrmola. Since we a.r« 
exercising United Naitions "will", we can never accept ¥14^1^ 
regime to supervise elections in the areas u.nd.er its control. . . 

we have an election commission composed of seven 
parties and people from outside Pakistan and they drafted and 
approved unanimously a charter to hold elections. Maulvi Younus 
Khalis says he was aiergic with the name of elections as there 
¥m-^ #«ch concept in islam, while Engineer Gmlbuddln ilekmatyar 
wanted party-based elections, although everybody agrees that 
elections should not be party-based or on the basis of 
organizations, it should be on individual basis. This conflict 
is still and w« are trying very hard that we should reach a 

c<»ii|»ft«r«sj^a^^^4<$j."ipirt, Mmamt^tt imLstm- tttat electi'oAs be. held 

candidates for elections. ..ji 
^- P- What is the response of Tehran-based mujahideen groups? 
Gailani : I travelled to Tehran twice last month to thrash out 
outstanding differences with them. But all I can say is that the 
doors t&t mi^^imMm^met, been open and we nope we will soon reach 
s ome jt^isif eeMinfe m ' - ] 

^•P= Wfiat is the nature of difference with Tehran^based parties? 

^''o^ there are two kinds of differences, one is that our 
Iran-based brothers want complete alteration of the 
constituencies or electoral centers. I told them that at present 
juncture when piS#i« completly displaced, therefore it is 

very diffie«4« to «® l*. »»t, we should an agreement about 

the alteration of the constituencies when we" at*^' insike 
Afghanistan. Second difference surfaced so far with Tehran- 
based Afghan unity is that they want right of women to vote, I 
told them that in our charter it is mentioned clearly that every 
Muslim Afghan has a right to vote regardless of sex. Thus, there 
is no restriction against women. -isw^f 

My opinion is that if we could reach an agreement by 
sound and a feasible proposal in the regard of one of the best 
proposals wo»li i» that our Shia brothers come forward and join 
elections. I told them that instead of remaining spectators or 

raising their voices from outside they should join the commission 
and .Tiake their proposals when we go inside Afghanistan. So far 
only ORi^».i&r. Mohsani, one of the representatives of the Teheran- 
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based groups came to discuss the modalities of joining the 
commission. I expect them to come and help us. I am for free 
elections and not agianst the right of women to vote, as there is 
no prohibation for woman to vote in Islam. Therefore, in these 
matters they should come and join the commission and help .-ne. But 
bycotting the commission and speaking from outside does not serve 
the purpose. 

F.p; What will be the role of the former King, 
forthcoming general elections? 

Sai].ani; you see there is a srittri^ for any Kwa Urn, . Hair 

s|ruggel or through any nswg against the S0yi#fcr-.^j#^«i^; K«M»i ■ 
regime is "mujahid" and can contest election. As far as the 
fornier King, he is a Muslim, and he stood against the Kabul 
regime and is very well qualified to contest in the elections. 
i«t people of Afghanistan, are free to give any title to anyone. 

saying as a responsible head of the -«leetion coinmission. i 
personally feel that there should be no bar on Zahir Shah to 
participate in the elections. The view of my party is that the 
matter of heredity kingdom is now over, Zahir Shah is welcome 
ev#h if the people of Afghanistan want him to join as head of the 

F»Pt When you would be able to complete the eleeit#^? --"-^s 
Gailani ; I have already given the head of the AIG the drafted 

chart for the elections, although I would love to compromise, 
unity is still needed to evolve a concensus as I had put my 
energy into it but if they do not accept the drafted chart for 
- «M^-i^' ■ W*#i^t 'M^d'^f What you cair "natrowigat*;"-'! iafi'"- 
viM-ic»w" a'nS f»«y''1ll^ld give this responsibility" to ''iiW^^^'' 
else. 

F. P; What do you think is the best way to solve the Afghan 

crisis? - -i • . , .1 

Gailani : WiM :■ Sfc i»©«*t-' -It^' :■■ th*t -t.^^-m^ • tiHWitt*' m0.-oi$9t^^ffm. 

Affhanltt«h* Their will could only be manifesteiS through'' a ioya 

jirga as result of th« ti«otions,. That is the only solution of 
the Afghan problem. 

F ,-P4. Do you accept the result of the Kunar elections? 

f^<-m»mmr^mm general election. Ttm wmW "^^^^l^ .WR-^^ 
m^^H^iSmtt- mee- not serlutions to the Afghan problem. 



and ground beef made hot with cay- 
enne, cumin and turmeric. 

The maushauwa (a soup sold as 
an appetizer, $1.75, or served with 
an entree) was a rich, complex mix 
of chick peas, kidney beans, split 
peas, rice and meat. As was every- 
thing we received, it was served 
promptly and piping hot. The din- 
ner salad contained fresh romaine, 
iceburg lettuce, wide curls of carrot 
and red cabbage and was dressed in 
a mild, fragrant yogurt enliv«psl 
with garlic and mint. 

Tawab's Kabob, $8.75, was 
served on the skewer. The big 
chunks of lamb, beef and chicken 
were commendably juicy and 
tender. The meat had been mari- 
nated in garlic, tandoori, masala and 
yogurt, similar to Indian cooking. 
The only flaw: Vegetables sharing 
the skewer with the meat were 
broiled until they looked too 
charred. The kebab was served on a 
big bed of perfectly cooked saffron 
rice. 

Nuri's couscpus, $8.95, Was un- 
like any other couscous we had seen 
because the vegetables and meat 
had not been cut into bite-size 
pieces. Chef Nuri Elguiaa, a native 
of Libya, said this is the authentic 
north African presentation: large 
chunks of vegatables and meat pan- 
fried in oil and stock while care- 
fully coordinating cooking time. 
Everything about it deserves 
praise: The chicken fell off the 
bone, and the vegetables (carrot, 
mushrooms, zucchini, potatoes and 
garbanzos) were cooked until they 
could be cut with a fork and were 
filled with interesting flavor. It was 
served on a fluffy bed of durum 
wheat that was made pale yellow 
i and flavored with turmeric. 

The Kabul is owned by Ghafoor 
Zafari, who also owns the Second 
Story and Panjshir restaurants. 

By Chris Martell 
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DINETS scoREaum^ 



Restaurant - Kabul 
Location - 541 State Street, wheel- 
chair accessfbit 

Hours • Stfft^sev ma §mtm, 11 

a.m. to 
11 p.m.; Weekdays 11 a.m. to 10:30 
p.m., dinner menu available after 
4:30 p.m. 

Smoking policy - seporate sections 
Price range - $6.25 to $8.75 for din- 
ner 

Specialties - Afghani and Nortti 
African food 

Reservotions - accepted 
Charge cards - Visa, MasterCard 



The Kabul is on State Street. 
Two boothes covered in black floral 
print offer the best view of the 
human parade. The dining room is 
small, but big picture windows 
filled with flowering plants and 
white stucco walls give it a bright, 
open look. Ethnic textiles and musi- 
cal instruments on the walls distin- 
guish the room, which is carefully 
separated into smoking and pon- 
smoking areas. « i i 

The dinner menu lists five appe- 
tizers and 14 entrees. All of them 
looked interesting. 

The Afghan bread, which (before 
it is cut) looks as if it were run over 



by a truck, is a highlight. It mea- 
sures 2 feet by 8 inches, but it can 
be rolled up like a newspaper, so it 
is not cumbersome to carry. (It is 
also sold as takeout at the Kabul 
and 15 local grocery stores and co- 
ops.) Although the bread contains 
yeast, it stays flat because it is not 
allowed to rise for a long time. 

We ordered two appetizers and 
enioyed both: The aushak, $2.75, are 
t^ttdfef ' scallion-filled dumplings. 
With them is ground beef spiced 
with coriander, cilantro and garlic, 
and cooled by yogurt and mint. The 
sambosa, $2.50, was three crunchy 
fried pastries filled with garbanzos 
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BAKHTAB AFGHAN IV^BQI ftpUSe; 

. Despite the refluisite'foiKloiiQ wall-;! 
hangings, this l§ a charmle§f:Htye.. 

■ eatery with^enbugh fluoresc^n^^ ' 
light to warrant wearing; sunglasses. 
The Afghan food, how©ver,;"i»V?rigaj(j 
and terrific. -The spicy kebabj^: j 
($7-$8 with- salad. ^gnanitjrpatf ■ 
and ba$nna^(i ric^) are d^lisH', 'though 
chicken, and be«f arp.pigf^r^l^ tq , 
the tough larnb, Seyppd t0e)i«r. 
babs, tuere af^ least tvyq 
entrees worti) a trip to .NiQtli>Yl8'- 
"kubolly palapw" and'-nnan-^,;!-; 
too." '•KabQlly palaoW." ($8)1? mari- 
nated chunks of' beef with -carroty ;! 
and' raisins^ served! over'rice.» -*^ [ 
•'Mantoo'f($7).i8 a l^rg&^pJf te of > 
handmade. lamb-filldd dgrapUngs 
topped with yogurt sauce. :53ig Niott\ 8f 
A\/e., bet. a9tft.* 4Cm ^lidl^) ^ 
967-265& 0p9r^ I <layi,rnQQn-Xl N 
p.m. No credit. BYgB^St(9^SO. ^ 
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David E. Edwards has been appointed 
Executive Director of FREEDOM MEDI- 
CINE/INT 'L HEALTH & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
INC. FM/IDS was founded in 1985 to 
provide health care & development as- 
sistance through grassroots & community 
training programs & is working with 
Afghans. Robert H. Brenner is presi- 
dent of the organization which is at 
3299 K St., N.W. , Suite 700, Washington 
D.C. 20007. 

The ACBAR RESOURCE & INFORMATION CENTRE 
(ARIC) has moved to 43 D/1 Old Jamrud 
Road (North), University Town, Peshawar. 
The mailing address remains the same: 
U.P.O. Box 860, Peshawar. Tel: 44392. 

The REFUGEE POLICY GROUP, 1424 16th St., 
N.W. , Suite 401, Washington, D.C. 20036, 
has received funding from the US Inst, 
for Peace for a project concerning the 
over 5m Afghan refugees in Pakistan & 
Iran as well as the displaced persons 
within Afghanistan. The objective of 
the project is to make recommendations 
for measures to ensure adequate internat'l 
assistance & protection for the refugees, 
both now & later & to promote discussion 
of pertinent issues & options among 
gov'ts, internat'l organizations & pri- 
vate humanitarian assistance organi- 
zations. Michael Knowles is the Project 
Director. 

The UN Fund for Population Activities 
currently has a project to train 20 Af- 
ghan women as paramedics in preventative 
medicine & maternal & child health care. 
The training, implemented by Afghan 
Medical Aid, an Afghan-managed NGO in 
Peshawar, also includes family planning 
services. Projects under consideration 
include providing "reproductive health 
services" to over 6,000 women, training 
additional health care workers , & the 
production of ready-made weaning food 
in Afghanistan. 

Since 6/89, UNHCR has provided assistance 
to Afghan returnees passing through 
"peace guesthouses" in Kabul & Mazar-i- 
Sharif on their way home. Returnees are 
given free meals by the ROA while they 



are in the guesthouses. UNHCR provides 
basic food items sufficient for a 4-month 
period. In the 2nd half of 1989, over 
12,000 received food packages. Of these, 
2/3 passed through the Kabul giest house, 
the rest through Mazar-i-Sharif , most of 
the former from Pakistan & the latter 
from Iran. Over 50% of the Kabul case- 
load went to villages in Kunduz, 13% 
remained in Kabul & the rest to either 
Baghlan, Takhar or Parwan. Those return- 
ing through Mazar-i-Sharif went either 
to Faryab or remained in Balkh. 

Anti-Western material is being distributed 
to aid offices in Peshawar. The follow- 
ing message appeared in offices on 6/5: 

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Kind & Most 
Merciful 

"The Muslim people of Afghanistan (The Muja- 
hideen & Refugees). Avoid catching AIDS! 
"The Christians brought you the most un- 
treatable & deadly disease. The disease will 
kill you right after you are infected. This 
is AIDS (Antibody Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 
which decreases your body^s immunity & will 
kill you in a very short time. This disease 
is spreadable & you may get it from sexual 
relations with people affected by this disease. 
And you may get this disease by sitting to- 
gether & having close relations with Western 
Christians, those who are infected with the 
disease. Lately an Afghan was found to be 
suffering from AIDS & he was working for one 
of the Christian committees. He claimed that 
he had sexual relations with a Christian woman 
who worked with him for the same committee. 
That woman said after some investigation that 
50 Western Christian women suffering from 
AIDS are working cross-border in Afghanistan 
with the mujahideen & in the refugee camps in 
Pakistan. She also said that their main ob- 
ject was to spread widely this dangerous 
disease, AIDS, among the Afghan mujahideen & 
refugees to change their power to weakness 
& their victory to defeat. We know from this 
trick that the Christians (enemies of God) 
do not ever want to see the establishment of 
an Islamic gov't in Afghanistan as a result 
of the Jehad. 

"*The Kafir will continue fighting against 
you until you change your minds from your 
religion* (Koran) 

"Dear Mujahideen & Refugee Brothers: 
"Distance yourself from Christians, who are 
bad. Do not have relations with them as they 
are trying to undermine your Jehad. They 
are carrying death under their smiles. 
*God says: *A11 you Muslims fight against 
these Kafirs that are close to you & try to 
run them from your side until they are far 
away. *" 
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From the Editor: 

For our new subscribers, our general 
caveat: we don't necessarily approve 
of all the items we reprint; we of- 
fer them only as representative of 
what*s h^ing written about Afghanistan. 

There was '^congenial but not sub- 
sisltttive" discussion on Afghanistan 
-riflfe 'i^' #iii»<i#f-May' sommit ;. h©wever, ■'x.4 
a State Dept. spokesman to.M<i^^l^at , 
since them there have been, some 
"openings which seem provocative." 
US & Soviet UN personnel have beem~ 
in contact. Yuli Vorontsov, the " ' 
former Soviet Ambassador in Kabul, 
is now their UN representative, Tfr4' ~" 
Wlie"^^^*^'* !• is" Persbttal 
tative on Afghanistan, Benon Sevan, 
is talking to everyone. He eVen 5k.-i - 
talked to us (see p. 2). ^' 

There's a rumor from Australia that 
Gulbuddin is now receiving all the 
Saudi aid directly & that he deter*- 
mines how it will be distributed. 
He does get good coverage in the 
Pakistani press (see p. 10). 

A recent visitor to Pakistan noted a 
total frustration on the part of many 
Afghans there & an increasing anger c-^^ 
at Americans who they feel ate scsM«-^-«i"''" 
how resfonsible for their problems. 
He also noticed an increasing wilMiig*!!! 
ness on their part to concede some 
respect for Najibullah who at lea|^t^i 
an Afghan & has something going. 

The Kabul Gov't has been busy reorga- 
nizing itself & in this issue we've 
expanded the coverage from the Kabul 
Times , including photos & bios of the 

rtm^mm&mmmmi^s (pp. 2?-3i) . 

We are grateful to all of you who con- 
tributed to this issue. We depend on 
your willingness & generosity in shar- 
ing items which come to your attention i 
We also welcome your comments & sug- 
gestions. 
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THE COMMITTEE FOR A FREE AFGHANISTAN spon- 
sored a forum on April 4 at the Heritage 
Foundation in Washington on the Afghan 
situation & the problems facing the re- 
sistance. Participants included Tahir 
Mayar, AIG Security Chief of the South- 
ern Sector, Tariq Fatemi, Embassy of 
Pakistan, Robert Flanten, US Dept. of 
State; David Isby, author & CFR Board 
Member; & of the Heritage 

Foundation. 

An Afghan Crafts Sale & Open House, spon- 
sored by AFGHAN COMMUNITY SERVICES, will 
take place at the Calvary United Methodist 
Church, 2315 South Grant Street, Arlington, 
VA on ef^O from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. - 

"Afghanistan Rug Making & Design" was de- 
monstrated by Jamila & Mahmood Masumi at 
CITf lORE 90, an annual festival in New 
York*© Central Park, on 6/23. 

"Af ghanistan-Cambodge: Je Me Souviens," 
m mkiMtton of photographs by Harry 
Isyts, i®©k place at the Centre Coameretil 
de Meyrin in Geneva, Switzerland from 
4/7-19. The exhibition featured 51 photos 
of Afghans & Afghanistan. 
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TIMRS STAFF WRITER 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan-Mil- 
lions of dollars in U.S. aid money 
earmarked for the reconstruction 
of Afghanistan have been squan- 
dered through mismanagement, 
inefficiency and political miscalcu- 
lations by the U.N. office in charge 
of the project, according to inde- 
pendent relief agencies, Afghan 
professionals, U.N. workers and 
Western diplomats. 

The program was begun in Octo- 
ber, 1988, as an ambitious, billion- 
dollar international effort to re- 
build Afghanistan after a decade of 
warrTens of millions of dollars 
have been spent on salaries, offic- 
es, vehicles and housing since 
then— but only a handful of roads, 
canals aD4.}f^iMigm imve lmSi e»K- 
paired. 

Poor accounting or no account- 

^ ing has led to double-funding of 
projects, some of which are still 
unstarted. In numerous cases, 
money or material aid has simply 
been used for the wrong purpose. 

In one instance, for example, 
funds earmarked for rebuilding a 
road between villages were spent 
instead on an illegal logging road 
that has further ravaged a rural 
area. In another, scores of oxen 
purchased under a U.N. project so 
that farmers in some areas could 
plow their fields again were eaten 
by returning refugees who had 
been given nothing to care for the 
animals. 

The most controversial and cost- 
ly the projects funded by the 
office of the U.N. coordinator. 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, is a 
multimillion-dollar effort, financed 
largely by the United States, to 
help clear Afghanistan of millions 
of land Tnines. These continue to 
kill or maim people returning from 
refugee camps in Pakistan to areas 
of Afghanistan where fighting in 
the civil war has subsided. 

The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad 
cited the mine -clearance program 
last month in a report to Washing- 
ton that harshly criticized the Sad- 
ruddin operation. It said it has 
."produced very little in the way of 
substantive impact on the humani- 
tarian side." 

A Western aid official said, 
"There's really nothing they've 
done well, and the mine program is 
typical of their failures." 

A U.N. official who worked on 
the mine-clearing project called it 
"as scandalous as th« mmmMs 
themselves." 

The United Nations has spent 
nearly $3 million instructing 7,494 
Afghans in mine-clearing proce- 
dtire at a Pakistani army facility, 
out now, a year later, most of these 



people have disappeared. Most of 
the remaining trainees are still 
considered unqualified, and fewer 
than 50 have gone into Afghani- 
stan to begin work. 

"They made a very expensive 
mistake," said Rae McGrath,' who 
resigned in frustration last month 
as a key official in the mine-clear- 
ance program. "Rather than try to 
train 15,000 de- miners at a low 
level of competence, it would have 
been better to train 1,500 at a very 
high level. 

"But the whole thing was poorly 
planned. They were training peo- 
ple, but they weren't giving any 
thought to actually putting them 
inside Afghanistan. They just 
jumped in overnight and went too 
fdst in the wrong directions." 

Western aid officials, who asked 
not to be identified by name, blame 
the impatience for quick, high- 
ifofile results on what they de- 
scribed as Prince Sadruddin's am- 
bition to become secretary general 
of the United Nations. 

The prince's office in Islamabad 
denies this. Sadruddin, a wealthy 
Ismailian Muslim based in Switzer- 
land, was U.N. high commissioner 
for refugees for more than a decade 
and was personally endorsed 
President Bush, a close friend, to 
hiead the Afghan program. 

Shakil Khan, a retired Pakistani 
army major who was appointed, 
by Sadruddin's office to head the 
raine-clearance program, conceded 
that costly mistakes have^^lM 
made. 

-"It is a very important and 
well-founded criticism," Khan said 
of the charge that training funds 
were wasted. "But this is th« first 
time the U.N. has taken up this' 
kind of program. Now we have 
learned from mistakes, and we 
think the whole opmttmt: will 
improve this year." 

Two U.N. mine-clearance teams 
of 27 men each are scheduled to 
begin work in Afghanistan after 
Tuesday, and the United Nations is 
negotiating to buy equipment that 
:an clear large numbers of mines in 
1 short lime. 

Still, some critics insist that 
large-scale waste will continue in 
the reconstruction project because 
of the way it is structured, with all 
the major U.N. agencies working in 
Afghanistan under the control of 
Sadruddin's office, which is thou- 
sands of miles away in Geneva. 

U.S. officials, in their report last 
month, said: "There is not a single 
{U.N.] agency head in Islamabad 
who thinks the management ap- 
proach is working, nor is there any 
embassy in Islamabad that will 
speik tmmnUf of it. AM worse 



there seems to be little or no 
prospect for improvement." 

U.S. officials, who have run a 
largely successful cross-bor- 
der aid project in Afghanistan for 
the past five years, have paid close 
attention to the mine-clearing pro- 
gram because it is financed almost 
entirely by the U.S. taxpayer. 

They were upset when Sadrud- 
din refused last month to use part 
of the mine-clearance money to 
fund an American project that was 
already under way in Afghanistan, 
using trained personnel and dogs 
• that can sniff out mines. 

Sadruddin said in a letter to the 
U.S. ambassador in Pakistan that 
the American project violated the 
dogs' animal rights. He said mines 
placed by human beings should be 
removed by human beings. 

The message, circulated 
throughout the aid community, 
provoked a furious response from 
international aid workers, who 
questioned the prince's concern for 
the lives of the Afghan people 
being trained in mine clearance. 

The $1.5-million program, which 
is funded separately by the U.S. 
Agency for InternaUonal Develop- 
ment, has problems of its own. The 
dogs are from Thailand and appar- 
ently understand only Thai com- 
mands. Thai military instructors 
and interpreters had to be brought 
in for two months last summer to 
train the American dog handlers, 
who then had to train Afghans 
through other interpreters. 

Ironically, the Thai dogs are the 
descendants of dogs that the 
U.S. Army took to Bangkok in the 
early 1970s, and Thai dog handlers 
were trained by Americans. 

Aid officials explain that the U.S. 
Army discontinued its dog program 
after the Vietnam War and that the 
Thai dogs were the only trained 
animals available. U.S. officials are 
negotiating to buy 40 additional 
Thai dogs for use in Afghanistan. 

"Sure, there are some prob- 
lems," one aid worker conceded, 
"but the dog story is really what 
the whole issue is about Basically, 
it's a success story, and basically 
Sadruddin doesn't like it." 

Experts involved in the U.N. 
project agree. They are quietly 
disregarding the prince's ban on 
using dogs, and not long ago, they 
committed $450,000 in U.N. money 
for the purchase of vehicles to 
carry dogs into Afghanistan to 
work with the U.N. teams there. 

Criticism of the Sadruddin oper- 
ation is not limited to the high-pro- 
file mine-clearance project. Abdul- 
lah Ali, an Afghan technocrat who 
joined a U.N.-financed reconstruc- 
tion agency in November, said the 
ultimate irony is the title of the 
program's director. 

He said Sadruddin's official title 
is "Coordinator for the United Na- 
tions in Afghanistan," but if the 
program lack* «^itig, Jt It coor- 
dination. 

"That's its biggest probl^n," he 
said. "Right now, ewm^mm # 
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working unsystematically." 
Ali cited the^ United Nations' 

approval last year of an Afghan 
resistance commander's request 
for $1 million, which he said would 
be used to clear a road that he said 
serves 30 villages in Afghanistan's 
Kunar province. 

"In reality," Ali said, "never in 
history were there even 30 people 
who lived anywhere near that 
road. "What the commander did 
was reopen a road that led to one of 
the few forests left near the Paki- 
stan border. He cut down all the 
V trees and made a personal fortune. 

"The problem is that no one is 
checking on anything, and the U.N. 
seems to be in a big hurry to spend 
all the money." 

At Sadruddin's office in Islama- 
bad, public relations director Rene 
Albreck conceded that there has 
been a lack of accountability in the 
program. He blamed it on the fact 
that such checking is impossible in 
a country still at war. 

Albreck pointed to Sadruddin's 
latest official position paper, 
entitled "Plan of Action, 1990." and 
said: "The key word now is system- 
atic. There was no systematic fol- 
low-up on anything in the past, 
and we would like t» have m@i^ 
accountability. 

"But much of the larger problem 
was based on a wrong assumption. ' 
We assumed that a million refu- 
gees would go home when the 
Soviets left Afghanistan last year, 
and the point is, nothing happened. 
Nobody went back. So we've been 
rethinking everything. 

"There can be different types of 
mistakes, and in our case you can 
say the mistake was the miscalcu- 
lation and being too optimistic." 

International aid officials, who 
represent scores of countries that 
in 1988 pledged a total of $195 
million for the Afghan reconstruc- 
tion effort, insist that they have 
been extremely costly mistakes. 

"Maybe things will improve this 
year. Who knows?" a European aid 
official said. "But when you look at 
programs like the mines, it's not 
just the money. One wonders just 
how many limbs and how many 
lives might have been saved— and 
might yet be saved— if only the 
prince could get his act together." 
I.OS ANC.RLI-S TIMES APRII. 28. 1990 
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Termez office 

The UNOCA office in Termez, which opened 
last spring as the first of its kind in the 
USSR, is now fully operational. It serves as 
a base for UN activities in northern 
Afghanistan and also makes arrangements for 
the important multilateral contribution to 
Operation Salam made by the Soviet 
Government 



Many people outside UNCXJA were 
sceptical about the Co-ordinator*s decision to 
develop UN activities in northern 
Afghanistan and along the Soviet-Afghan 
border. But the success of the "Salam 
Express" trains, the missions organized from 
Soviet territory to Badghis and Badakshan, as 
well as the delivery of food and other items 
to several northern provinces and to 
returnees in Herat and Mazar-i-Sharif has 
helped to reinforce the humanitarian and 
strictiy neutral role of UNOCA's mission. 

These first successful operations have 
also answered the question of whether the 



Afghans will accept assistance from Soviet 
territory. As one villager told the UN, 
Vhen the shuravi (Soviets) came with guns 
and tried to impose themselves on us, we 
fought; if they now want to come as friends, 
they are welcome". The Soviet authorities 
have provided support to all UN missions, 
permitting access to Afghanistan from 
numerous entry points and dispatching goods 
by train, truck and once by helicopter. 

The complexity of the Soviets'! 
pledge, which is mostly in kind, and their 
growing interest in multilateral assistance, 
provides the UN with great opportunities to 
develop direct contacts with the authorities. 
The three Soviet Republics bordering 
Afghanistan, naturally concerned with the 
development of peace there, have started to 
develop assistance projects at the provincial 
level, with each province of the Republics 
linked to a province of northern Afghanistan. 
The Termez mission expects to continue to 
create favourable conditions for UN agencies 
and NGOs operating in northern Afghanistan. 
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SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS IN CASH AND 
IN KIND AS OF MARCH 1990 
(Total contributions US$1,029.6 million) 



Contributions 

in Kind 
$695.7 



Source UNOCA. Geneva 




Afgt)anistan Emergency 
Tr 



ust Fund 
$234 3 



Direct cash 

contributions 
$99 5 



Assistance to Iran-Based Afghans 



The Co-ordinator's visit to Iran from 7 to 11 
December 1989 presented an excellent 
opportunity for UNOCA to implement its 
mandate for co-ordinating UN assistance to 
needy Afghans wherever they are. 

The Co-ordinator had wide-ranging 
discussions with senior officials in the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and the Interior, 
UNOCA's two main partners. The 
immediate result of this constructive visit was 
the signing . of a Memorandum 



Undersumdinc which^av^Te^'iZu. m ^'^^ could thus begin 

UNOCA for ii tut Sell^^^^^^^^ ^^^l -^-st for 



UNOCA for its future activities through Iran. 
This visit also allowed the Co-ordinator to 
hear the views of the Eight Parties based in 
Iran on future UN programmes for 
Afghanistan. It was proposed that Afghan 
NGOs be promoted so that they can act as a 
counterpart for the UN. 

In addition, during an extended stay 
of the Deputy Co-ordinator, four Vocational 
Training Project Agreements were signed for 
the training of Afghans in various fields. 
Four more were signed later. Another result 
of the visit was the agreement to hold 
monthly meetings to review the progress of 
Iran-based UN assistance programmes 
relating to Afghanistan. The first of these was 
held in Tehran on 7-8 January, the second 
was on February 8-9, when an Iranian 
delegation, led by H.E. Mr. Mottaki, Deputy 
Minister for International Affairs, visited 
UNOCA Headquarters in Geneva. Both 
sides reiterated their wish to further 
strengthen co-operation between UN agencies 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran for the 
benefit of the Afghan people. 

UNOCA underiined the urgency of a 
UN mission to Nimroz from Iran and the 
pre-mission visit to Zabul and 2Lahidan. The 
Ministry of the Interior would arrange the 
transport free of cost as a gesture towards the 
Office of the Co-ordinator. The importance 
of assistance to Hazaradjat was stressed, as 
was the need for arrangements for de-mining 
in western Afghanistan. 

A substantive exchange of views took 
place regarding the underlying principles and 
methods of implementation of the UN Plan 
of Action. The need to strengthen the 
"process of assistance through Iran and to 



encourage UN agencies to broaden the scope 
of their work in the context of Operation 
Salam was stressed. 

Concerning the return of the 
refugees, attention was drawn to the 
continuing influx of Afghans into Iran due to 
the shortage of food in certain provinces It 
was considered necessary to have adequate 
food stocks on the spot in order to feed the 
Afghans inside their country. The initial 
supply of 10,000 tons of wheat for pre 
positioning in Iran could thus begin 



assistance in the regular supply of wheat to 
Alghanistan, the Iranian side stated that it 

nM^'l>?'"°';''^^ warehouses free of cost to 
UNOCA in Mashad and Zahidan for 
prepositioning its commodities. 
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high protein biscuits (62 
MT) 

high protein food (90 MT) 
unearmarked cash 
assorted commodities 
20,000 MT wheat 
food concentrates 
5.000 MT wheat 
10.000 MT wheat 
cash earmarked for food 
and medicines 
wheat and other 
items 

unearmarked cash 
high protein biscuits 
(120 MT) 

unearmarked cash 
wheat; high-protein food 
pieces (45 MT) 

cash earmarked 
for children's - 
hospital 

2,000 MT wheat/soya 
blend, 40 MT vegetable oil 
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Abducted nurse believed 
to be killed 



From RAHIMULLAH YUSUFZAl 



PESHAWAR, May 31: A young 
Afghan nurse, missing since the 
past 16 days, has apparently been 
killed in what is seen here as a rise 
in crimes against working Afghan 
women in NWFP. 

Ms Malalay, a pretty 36-year- 
old nurse employed at the 
"Mother and Child Clinic" run 
by Ms Fatana Ishaq Gailani in 
Peshawar's Shaheen Town, was 
reportedly abducted on May 15. 
She was taken aVvay on the night 
of May 15 from Lady Dr Ihsan 
Khattak's Clinic in Jehangirabad 
in Peshawar where she was a 
part-time employee and had also 
been provided lodging. 

The hard-pressed Peshawar 
police was unable to provide de- 
tails of her abduction as it is one 
of the many blind cases involving 
Afghans which have by now be- 
come a routine in the Frontier 
metropolis. The cops understand- 
ingly argue that it was difficult to 
provide protection to such a huge 
number of Afghans living all over 
the city, now that they have be- 
come involved in a series of kid- 
nappings and revenge killings. 

Ms Malalay was allegedly taken 
to the Shamshatoo Refugees 
Camp near Peshawar. Stories cir- 
culating here portray a grim pic- 
ture of how the unfortunate nurse 
was raped and tortured before be- 
ing killed. It is alleged that slie was 
a Parchami and deserved to be 
killed. It is pertinent to add that 
eliminating political rivals by con- 
demning them as Khalqis and 
Parchamis has increasingly be- 
come the easiest mode ot setting 
scores with opponents. Accusing 
fingers are again being pointed 
for Malalay^s murder towards one 
of the most radical fundamentalist 
Mujahideen groups 

According to Ms Fatana Ishaq 
Gailani, Malalay orieinally hailed 
from Kohistan area but had been 
educated and trained as a nurse in 
Kabul. She migrated to Pakistan 
more than a year ago and was 
helped by her Afghan fiance Dr 
Saboor to secure a job at Ms 
Fatana, Gailani's **Mother and 
Child CI inic" in Peshawar. She 
was scheduled to marry Dr 
Saboor in the near future and her 
father had already reached 
Peshawar from Kabul to super- 
vise the wedding. 



ment*', remarked Ms Fatana. She 
wanted to know as to why a help- 
less refugee girl who had not 
harmed anyone had been abduct- 
ed by labelling her as a Parchami 
while a top Khalqi leader like 
Gen. Shahnawaz^ Tani who was 
responsible for the deaths of 
scores of Mujahideen was provid- 
ed refugee in Pakistan. She 
wounded why Afghans and 
Pakistanis had become indifferent 
to crimes against wonien. 

Her husband . Mohammad 
Ishaq Gailani opined that such in- 
cidents helped strengthen Dr 
Najibullah*s regime and provided 
it propaganda stuff. He claimed 
several afghan families were wor- 
ried about uncertain conditions 
here had approached him asking 
for money to be able to undertake 
the return journey. *'They feel it 
would be safter in Kabul despite 
the rockets fired at the city'v he 
said. 

Ms Fatana, Gailani contended 
that Afghan women sought jobs 
out of need to support their fami- 
lies. She complamed that such 
needy women were being 
harassed instead of being helpccf 
She felt it was a duty of Afghan 
Mujahideen leaders to take care of 
widows, orphans and.poor fami- 
nes as they had all sufifercd be- 
cause of the Afghan war. She 
related how she approached 
NWFP Chief Minister Aftab 
Sherpao, AGP Frontier Police 
and Mujahideen leaders Prof. Say- 
yaf and Haji Din Mohammad in 
connection with Ms Malaldy's ab- 
duction but none seemed to have 
responded. 



Ms Ftana, whose husband Ishaq 
Gailani is a prominent figure in 
Afghan Interim Government 
President Scbglialullah Mojaded- 
di's Afghan National Liberation 
Front (ANLF), remembered Ms 
Malnhn s ;is i nin- ^irl ;ind a dedi- 
cated nnrsc. "I wept and couldn't 
sleep lor several days as her inno- 
cent face stared me every mo- 



Ms Malalay is not the only Af- 
ghan woman who is missing. The 
whereabouts of two Afghan girls 
reportedly abducted in 
Peshawar's Hayatabad Township 
recently are still not known. 
Cases of harassing wonien and 
trying to abduct them near 
Katcha Garhi Refugees Camp 
have also been reported. Interest- 
ingly enough, the mUch- 
pubhcised Shabnamas (night let- 
ters) which were widely circulat- 
ed in Kabul by opposition 
elements have also appeared in 
Peshawar in recent days. These 
Pashto and Persian Shabnamas 
have called upon Afghan women 
eniDloyed in hospitals, schools 
and western relief agencies to give 
up .their jobs as It . was immoral 
and against Islamic injunctions or 
face consequences. - 

The Muslim 6/1 



Western relief body attacked 
by angry Afghan refugees 



A foreign organization working in 
Che refugee camps was auacked by 
about 10,000 angry Afghan refugees on 
April 26, and suffered heavy material 
losses. Nobody was hurt in the 
incident 

The refugees in Nasir Bagh Camp, 
near Peshawar, auacked Shelter Now 
International (SNI) on the fust day of 
Eid. the Material losses to SNI are esti- 
mated at about one million US dollars. 

There are conflicting reports about 
the cause of the attack, which is said to 
have been the first of its kind against a 
foreign relief organization by refugees 
in Pakistan. 

Some refugees have tokl reporten 
that SNI had provided recreation facili- 
ties for widows in the camp. Some ref- 
ugees considered this an insult to the 
Afghan women and reacted violently. 

SNI has also been accused of tak- 
ing pictures and video tapes of Afghan 
women, which is resented by the refu- 
gees. The organization was also ac- 
cused of spreading Christianity among 
the refugees. 

The chairman of SNI. Thor 
Armstrong, tokl reporters in Peshawar 
that his organization had done nothing 
against the religion and tradition of 
Afghan refugees. He said a local paper 
played a role in inciting the people 
against SNI. 

Wahdat Daily had published a re- 
pon about the activities of SNI, based 
on reports provided by Afghan News 
Agency of Hezb Islami Hikmatyar. 

Twenty-five Afghan refugees have 
been detained by Paki<(tani authorities 
in connection with the incident 

Rustam Shah Mohmand, Home 
Secretary of N.W.FP. tokl the BBC 
that the government is investigating the 
causes of the incident 

He said those found responsible 
will be tried under Pakistani law. He 
said the refugees' accusations against 
SNI also wiU be investigated to ensure 
that SNI has not violated its mandate. 
' SNI. an Australian relief organiza- 
tion, was foinded in 1982. It has pro- 
vided houses and food for needy refu- 
gees. SNI has employed both Afghan^ ' 
and fordgnen lo run the organizatioo. 

Since the inddem took place dur- ' 
ing Eid holy days, there was not 
enough poUoe foRe available to check 



the crowd, whkh resulted in the heavy 
material losses to SNL 

It may be some time before the 
reasons behind the incident are uncov- 
ered, but one can guess at some of the 
possibilities whkh might have led lo 
the outbreak of violence against SNI. 

Any project for the women in 
Afghanistan must be planned and ap- 
plied with special care. Afghans are re- 
ligkHis people, and believe strongly in 
iraditkxi. The irresponsible behavkx- of 
prcvKMis governments and the conmiu- 
nist onslaught on religxxis and tradi- 
tional values of the society has made 
Afghans more sensadve. 

Unfortunaiely most of the foreign 
organizatkMis working for Afghanistan 
have only a superficial understanding 
of Afghan traditkxis and reUgious val- 
ues. Their conUKt is frequently limited 
to a few educated, elite Afghans whose 
thinking diffen firom the majonty of 
the people. This coukl have been the 
source of mistakes whKh irritated the 
refugees. 

The Kabul regime is interested in 
such incklenis lo expkMt them for polit- 
k:al endi U has the means to plan and 
execute such actioiis to defame the 
Mujahkieen and underaiine inteniaiioii- 
al support for die refugees. 

But die possibiUty that the incuient 
was a politically motivated actkm by 
some Mujahideen poUdcal parties can- 
not be ruled out 

No doubt such incklents will be 
used against Afghans by dieir enemies. 
Moscow Radk> used the incident as a 
propaganda chip against the resistance. 

A spokesman for Prof. Mujaddidi 
described the incklent as 'a sad devel- 
opment* for the relief work of volun- 
tary organizations at a time when the 
refugees need their support. 

The incident has pleased anti- 
western groups interested in 
Afghanistan. They call it an uprising of 
Muslims against negative western 
influence. 
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RECEWT PUBL1C^T1DI\15 



A Dari Translation of "Afghanistan 1978-87, 
War, Demography & Society" by Marek Sliwin- 
ski has been issued by the AFGHAN JEHAD 
WORKS TRANSLATION CENTRE, Peshawar. The 
original article appeared in CENTRAL ASIAN 
SURVEY, May 1988. 

AFGHANISTAN 1980-1989 by Ed Grazda, Sonder- 
ausgabe der Kulturzeitschrif t , Verlag Der 
Alltag, frankfurt/Zurich, 1990. 140 pp. 
SFr. 17. 

Available 
from 

Eisenden 
an 

Buchhand- 
lung SOI, 
Postfach 
3000 
Bern 6, 
Switzer- 
land. 




HERAT: THE ISLAMIC CITY: A STUDY IN URBAN 
CONSERVATION by Abdul Wasay Najimi, 
Curzon Press, London, 1988. 175 pp.; 
maps & illus. 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN & AFGHANISTAN REVIEW, 
Vol. 10, #19, June-August 1990, contains 
the following articles on Afghanistan: 
"Former King Zahir Shah Condemns Najib 
Regime" an interview with Italian journa- 
list Augusto Zuccone, "Kabul's Power 
Struggle Highlights Internal Discord," 
"Afghan Refugees Facing Food Shortage," 
"U.N's Afghan Aid Program Coming Under 
Increasing Criticism," "Afghanistan: 
Gorbachev's Exception" by Harry Hayes. 

VIVRE OU MOURIR POUR KABUL by Jean- Jacques 
Vidal-Huber & Charles Verpoorten, in col- 
laboration with SaSa & Harry Hayes & the 
SE Asian & Afghanistan Review. Editions 
Way Press, 126 pp. $25. Available from 
SE Asian & Afghanistan Review, Case Postal 
265, 1217 Meyrin 1, Geneva, Switzerland. 

THE AFGHAN OBSERVER is a monthly bulletin 
published by VDA, Vesterbrogade 89, l.th, 
DK 1620 Copenhagen V, Denmark. A 3-month 
subscription is 50 DKr, 6 months, 100 DKr 
12 months, 150 DKR. 



Newsletter #31 from the AFGHAN REFUGEE 
INFOR>IATION NETWORK (ARIN) 77, Chelverton 
Road, London SW15 IRW, contains articles 

on "A Medical Project Among Afghan Re- 
fugees in Karachi, Pakistan" by Char- 
lotte McPherson, "A New Breed of Afghan 
Photographers" by Tony Hyman, "The 
Solitary Old Woman" by Kubra Negargar. 

AFGHANISTAN - THE COST OF FREEDOM is an 
illustrated journal published by the 
AFGHAN MEDIA RESOURCE CENTRE in Peshawar. 
The January-February 1990 issue focuses 
on the destruction of buildings in Af- 
ghanistan & the problems of reconstruction. 
The next issue will deal with agriculture. 
Subscriptions are $40/year, $50 for 
institutions. Individual copies are $10. 
Order from AMRC, GPO Box 909, Peshawar, 
Pakistan. 

New from the Alberuni Publishing House 
in Kabul: "To Stop War is the Nat'l 
Obligation of Every Afghan" (January 
1^90), "Party Unity an Earnest Need 
for Its Might" (January 1990), "Peace, 
A Dire Quest of Every Afghan" (Feb. 1990), 
"Not through the war, can we solve 
Afghan issues" (Feb. 1990), & "Key to 
solution of Afghan issue is with Afghans" 
(March 1990.) All are the words of 
Najibullah & are available from the 
Afghan Mission to the UN, 966 UN Plaza, 
New York, NY 10017. Send along a dollar 
for postage. 

TREASURES OF ISLAM, copywrited by the 
Musee d'art et d'histoire, Geneva, 1985. 
Available from Wellfleet Press, 110 
Enterprise Avenue, Secaucus, NJ 07094. 
398 pp., illus. ISBN 1-55521-514-9 
$39.95. 

DAWAT is a Dari-language paper published 
by M. Tariq Baryali, Hareid Asylmottak, 
Block C, Rooms #108-208, 6060 Hareid, 
Norway. The issue we have is dated 4/20/90. 
8 pp., good paper, nice print. 

"Red Star Over Afghanistan" by Elie D. 
Krakowski in GLOBAL AFFAIRS, Spring, 1990. 
Pp. 109-132. 

NAMA-E-KHORASAN is a hefty periodical 
issued by the Cultural Society of Af- 
ghan Refugees, P.O. Box 4611, Hayward, 
CA 94540. 
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WORKING WITH REFUGEE WOMEN: A PRAC- 
TICAL GUIDE, edited by Ninette Kelley, 
available from Elizabeth Ferris, 
World Council of Churches, PO Box 
2100, CH-1211, Geneva 2, Switzerland. 
The book is a result of a meeting held 
last year in Geneva where refugee 
women, voluntary agency workers, UN 
officials & others met to share their 
experiences. 

Edited by Ninette Kelley under 
the auspices of the Non-Governmen- 
tal Organization Working Group on 
Refugee Women, this book provides 
an overview of issues affecting refu- 
gee women in five specific areas: 
protection, health, employment and 
development, education and cultural 
adjustment. (Refugees 12/89) 

A GLANCE AT THE HISTORY OF GAINING 
INDEPENDENCE by Prof. Azdzuddin 
Wakeli Popalzai, in Dari, ROA Ministry 
of Culture, Kabul 1990. 208 pp., il- 
lus. About King Amanullah's reign. 

BEYOND THE KHYBER PASS, The Road to 
British Disaster in the First Afghan 
War, by John H. Waller, Random House, 
New York & Toronto, 1990, xxxiii + 
329 pp., illus., maps, biblio., index. 
ISBN 0-394-56934-2. $24.95. 

"How long will the Afghan question 
remain a political football?" in 
SOVIET MUSLIM BRIEFS, Vo. 5, No5-6, 
1990, pp. 10-12. 

The AFGHAN FORUM/NETWORKER ' s first 
issue appeared in June. We object 
to the use of our name and we hope 
the second issue will be called the 
AFGHAN NETWORKER. The publication 
is issued by the Int'l Center for 
Dynamics of Development, 4201 S. 31st 
St., #616, Arlington, VA 22206. The 
organization says it "facilitates 
networking among Afghans & in the 
Int'l Community toward Peace, Demo- 
cratization & Reconstruction in 
Afghanistan. 



enmity is liKe 

X smoulderinq Jire. 



BOOK NOTES 

m Bazaar of the S,ory,ellm. By ^X'. L. Heston and Mumtaz Nasir 
Islamabad: Lok Virsa, n d U9 nn R« isn ,n '"-/'"^^ '^Asm. 
Books) n.a. nypp. Rs. 150. (Distributed by South Asia 



The Pathans, with tetritory on both sides of the Afghan-Pakistan, border are 
perhaps the largest tribal community living in the world today ' (p. U The!r Ian 
Ihfhn r T """" " -"''"i^d form'of Persian r pt 

sin. 1 1 '"'^ "^"^'^^^"^ -"""'y f^°- modern casset e 

ions available in recent years in the Qissakhwani Bazaar in Peshawar maZa Jeat 
leap fo^-rd m Pashto studies. Lok Virsa, the official Pakistani folkio^ msX. e hL 

of othe Pakistani languages; the quality and range of thi^ collection have made ,t a 
wonderful resource for the all-too-few South Asian and Middle Eastern fo I ons« W th 
the necessary language skills. Now W. L. Heston is working on a pro,ec° to br int 

The fourteen stories included here have almost all been translated from cassette 
tape versions sung by professional singers who rely variously on chapbooks, memory 
and improvisation. The stories are so popular that at least six of them have been made 
into Pashto movies; others have reached a national public through television They 
were chosen "to depict the Pathans and their life and culture as presented by their 
own singers (p. 15), and that is just what they do. xMale cousins appear (because of 
Pathan inheritance patterns) as natural enemies, and the Pathan code of "hospitality 
revenge, and the granting of refuge" (p. 14) is much in evidence. Heroes are both 
ravishingly attractive (eliciting vocatives like "rosebud") and also, if the occasion arises 
valiant fighters. 

The stories themselves are presented in two thematically defined groups- five ro- 
mances, usually with the names of the two lovers (male first) as a title, and nine battle 
stories, usually with the hero's name as a title. The former group includes what has 
been called the "Pashto Romeo and Juliet," the "Pashto version of Othello " and an 
unusual story ot a male Pan who falls in love with a female human and dies for it 
Three of these stories end in the death of both lovers, two in the death of one lover- 
none ends in happy earthly union. The foes in the nine battle stories include infidels 
of Arabia in the Prophet's time (one story), wicked cousins (two stories) and the 
imperialist British (six stories). All the heroes, after glorious feats of martial prowess, 
end up dead— but they are of course mourned, remembered, and celebrated in story' 

The translators have turned verse into prose, at the general rate of one sentence 
per verse. They have kept to a very literal rendering, which sometimes works enter- 
tainingly well— the "British were totally made into dog food" (p. 299)— and some- 
times presents difficulties for the English reader— a hero "made himself but a drop 
of liver's blood for his people" (p. 307). But for the serious student, such faithfulness 
IS invaluable. On a martial (not romantic) hero: "His hair was long and nicely kept 
and the girls were also longing for his beauty. His eyebrows arched like hunting bows 
and his large eyes gleamed like bullets, friends! He wore caps or hats on his head and 
they praised him in place after place" (p. 195). What more could any hero want from 
a translator.-* 

Each story is provided with a few introductory paragraphs about the background 
and source of the text: more detailed notes are also supplied. Heston and her collab- 
orators at Lok Virsa have produced a collection that shows care, thought, scholarly 
integrity— and delight. All of us who love good stories are in their debt 
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NO, HE IS NOT A SAINT 
HE 15 NA7I0UIUH. HO^ Hf 
IS MfOHKINC ON ISLAM 







TIMES 



New work •ystei 



The Council of Minis- 
ters of the Republic of 
Afghanistan ia aeoocd 
with the provisione of ar- 
ticle 48 of the BA's lam 
(m vtak system, lor be- 
tter organising of the wo- 
rk system, rational and 
efficient use of work time, 
and to prevent tra£fic 
problons at peak hours 
endorses: 

Article 1— The woiicing, 
system' at the state ins- ' 
HtutiODS in 1369 HJS, tttr 
er the month of Ramadan 
is speci^ed as lollamrs: 

1— At the state organs, 
work begins at 7:30 AM 
and ends at 1:30 PM witb* 
out interuption, viz six 
hours work a day and 36 
hours a week. 

2— At the service iart- 
itutions: 

^ in banks, insurance in- 
stutions, custom houses, 
information and cultural 
institutions, telex, telegr- 
aph and telei^tone, post 
networks, power stations, 
specialised dvU aviation, 
meteorology, health cent- 
res, dinioB, hoapitato, st- 
ate phaimacies and state 
jrtores work will be^ at 
4:30 AM and ends at 
3:30 PM with one hour br. 
eak from 12:00 to 1:00 PM. 
— In some of the above 
institutions, taking into 
cmmdenktion the work 
peouliuities, specifying 
work shifts, in accord wi- 
th the requirements and 
taking into vttir the abo-^ 
ve norn^ can be wathad 
out 

The woridng hours of 
'Some other specialised st- 
ate organs or tome servi- 
ce departments outside 
the above categories, bas- 
ed on the proposals of the 
mioietxies sad the appro- 
val of the Council of Min- 
isters, can be regulated. 

3— At the fHToduetive 
institutions, the beginif- 
ing of work and regulati- 
on of shifts, both in the 
productive and administr- 
ative spheres, talcing into 
view the peculiarity of 
work provided the 
peivweek working bo- 
ms dees net 



eeed 36 houn, can regul- 
ate their work system. 

4— The productive and 
service institutions, taki^ 
ng into consideration 
their requirements, can 
adopt necessary measures 
whether they cook food 
or pay the food allowance 
in cash to their related 
employees. 

5— In the educational 
institutions ?)f the minist- 



im of Defence, linterior 
and tbe State Security. 

Article 4 — The working 
hours of state employees 
at the provinces which 
will be regulated by the 
provincial executive com- 
mittees and confirmation 
of Central office for hb- 
our and social security 
should not be less than 
six hours a day. 

Article 5. The ministri- 
es of the RA are duty bo- 
und to pay the lunch alio- 
wanoe of their employees 



this resolution and report 
its execution till the 
end of the second quar- 
ter of the year 1369 H.S. 
to the Council (rf Ministe- 
rs o| the RA. 



Soitaa AH KeslilauuMi, 

Chainuw of the Eaeeuti- 
ve Comadttee at Coancll 
of 



ItM 



ries of education and hig- In cash ttMng into consi- 
her and vocational echuc- deration the official days 



ation and administrative 
departments attached to 

these organs, the work 
regime should be regula- 
ted diifferent from the 
work system of the state 
orgasis to prevent traffic 
j&ni in the city. 

Article 2 — Regulation 
of shifts and specifying 
of work hours at the ge- 
,neral education and hig- 
her educational institu- 
tions win 'be regulated 
by the related instituti- 
ons. 

Article 3— The work- 
ing hours for the aimed 
forces -organs taking in- 
to view the work peculia- 
rity of these organs will 
be n^plaled 1^ Ito ifinis- 



including Thursdays and 
the month of Ramadan at 
the end of the month m 
part of their salaries. 
Those state organs which 
cook food in accordance 
with this reioltrtion are 
excluded. 

For meeting the needs 
of the state employees fr- 
om the view points me- 
asures as regards creation 
of canteens, as soon .as 
possible be taken and the 
Council of Ministers be 
asstved to tliis effect - 

Article 6— The Ce- 
ntral Office For 
Labour and Social 
Security is duty bound to 
control in^ilementation of 




STATE 
GENCY 



OF EMER- 
LIFTED: 



para 2, article 14 of the 
Law on the State of 
Emergency, provisions of 
the law are abolished 
with the enforcement of 
this decree. 

Fourth, the Supreme 
Coimcil for the Defence of 
Homeland shall be diss- 
olved as per Para 27 of 
the Law on the Council. 
The provisions of the 
law and the stipulations 
emanating from it shall 
be canceled. 



Fifth, the decrees Nos 
1489 and 115 on intro- 
ducing the State of Em- 
the Constitution, wh- ergency and decree No, 
were transferred as 768 of August 1989 on 

the foreign travel by 
the citizens of the Re- 
public of Afghanistan in 
the State of Emergency, 
shall be abolished. 



An the State of Emerge- 
ncy is lifted and abolish- 
ed, the following is decla- 
red, in accordance with 
the provisions of the co- 
ncerned laws, for the inf- 
ormation of the country- 
men and precise arrange- 
ment of the activities of 
various state organs: 

First, the powers of 
the National Assembly, 
prescribed in Paras 4, 
5, 6, 7 and 9, Article 81 
of 
ich 

per Decrees No, 1489 
and 115 to the Council 
of Ministers, shall be 
returned to the National 
Assembly. 

Second, the limitation 
and suspension of cla- 
use 4, Article 144 of the 
Constitution, which had 
been introduced on the 
basis of Decree No. 
1486, shall be cancelled. 
Third,- as provided by 



The decree 
published in 
iai Gazette. 



shall be 
the Omi^ 



Help Comes From Allah 
Najibullah, Piveident of 
the Republic of Afftarals- 



tan. 



MAY. 3, 1990 




^ ei«ptete »dta««i flf holy Quxaa, aMenM by PretUHtnJt 
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NO. 8, YOU 



K^UL, MONDAY. APRIL 2, 1990 UAMAL 13, 1369 H.S. 




The following provis- 
ions are approved with 
the aim of further pro- 
motion of national reco- 
ndiiation, for (the creat- 
ion of an atmosgjlhere of 
trust Bind confidence for 
the citizens on 

a .^uana-nitee of 
varieties of legal piro' 
perties and paying eager 
attention to the private 
sectcir as a part of the 
national /economy; giv- 
en the injunctions of the 
sacred' reUgion of Islwm as 
beiLnig the basis for action 
of the State -of the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan. 

ArticlA One: 

State-confiscaied itioiv- 
ahle and immovalble pro- 
perties of individuals and 
privaite iofitiliutions incl- 
uding land, cashes, for- 
eign exchange, stocdsis, 
tompanie^, factories, in- 
ns, shops, trade firms, |pu- 
blic baths and trade god- 
owns toeing in ttoe custo- 
dy of the State, for var- 
ious reasons, are to be 
relin^ished from State's 
custody and returned to 
their owners or <the ipd^ 
ividuals tov^fed by Jthe 
second article as per the 
provisions of this decree. 

Article Two: 

If the oiwnep is present, 
the property shall direc- 
tly be refSimed to him, 
otherwise it wili ibe put 
at the disposal of his le- 
gal assignee or trustee. 

Article Three: 

Excluding residential 
house, and apartments, 
. immovable properties, 
which will be separately 
regulated, are identified 
on the (basis of legal doc- 
uments and handed over, 
according to the register 
of the relevant offices to 
the owner or the indivi- 
duals listed in the seco- 
nd article of this decree 
as iper a verdict of an 
autiiorized court as foll- 
ows: 

1 — If the proiperty is in 
possession or use of Sta- 
te's institutions, depart- 
ments, and enterprises, 
its return iprocess shall 
take a maximum of six 
months from the date of 
the owner's or other in- 
dividuals' presence cgv- 
erffii^'^'j/'.isy .. 
article of this decree 



on TistOTation of people's 




State-conllseaiei 

jpontent: 



NaJUKoIiab kpMS bcca Issued on the 
to tikdr Jonnter owtusn ndth 



return of 



2— In case the proiper- 
ty is in use of other ind- 
ividuals, the return pro- 
cess shall take a maxim- 
um of six irniontihs from 
the da>te of presence of 
the owner or other categ- 
ories reamed in the seco- 
nd article of this decree. 

3 — Upto the delivery 
of the immovable prop- 
erties to ^ the ov/ner or 
the individuals mention- 
ed its the second article 
of .this decree, the reven- 
ue coming out hencefo- 
rth is paid to th^ since 
the date of tlieir [ttMssie- 

Article Fovir: 

Hie return, of the mov- 
able propert'ies or the pa- 
yment of thieir cost to th- 
eir ownens or the ind.- 
ividiials trientioned in 
the second article proce- 
eds in the following or- 
de,f: 

1 — The property wh- 
ich has cctme in the cust- 
ody of State adminiistrat- 
ions, • en(t(,*rpri&es. State 
and mix<Kl institutions, 
and orgnniizations, the 
same is returned provid- 
ed it h?is not been utiliz- 
ed or sold. ' 

2— If^sold, the sad€ pr- 
ice recorded in tiie rele- 
vant register is paid wi- 
thout arty change or 
commissiom by the Sta- 
te. 

3— The property, giv- 
en to the State or mixed 
institutions and organi- 
za^ns on gratis basis, in 
case of existence the sa^ 
■me, oftherwise, its pr- 
ice is paid by these ins- 
titutions and organizat- 
iona as iper the register. 

Article nve: 

Id case the State , has 
spent additional sums 
for the construction or co- 
nipletion of the immova- 
ble properties or the de- 
■bt of the owner has been 
cleared as per the lawful 
d^aims of the State or 
ather individuals on the 
|>roperty, the return pro- 
cess is regulated' 
^»llowing way: 



T— The property is re- 
sti^red to the owner or 
thi categories listed in 
the second article and 
tfee State expensies are 
chai ged on. the oiwner or 
the individuals in accor- 
dame Mrith documenfeik .x 

If ;he owner or other^^ 
there of individuals of . 
the second article nte. 
unabL? to pay, they ha- 
ve to pay the state exio- 
enddtutres in instalments, 
upto niaximuim of five* 
years. 

2 — In case the own3r 
or other ini^viduaJs - list- 
ed in the second article 
do not need the property 
or cannot pay the extpe- 
nditures its the first item 
of this ar ticle, the prop- 
erty is. purchased by the 
institutions, . enterprises 
or organizations having 
it in its possession on 
the basis of mutual conse- 
nt and agreement of curr- 
ent prices. / 
Article Six: 
If the State "has invea- 
ted more or expanded 
the plant for the 
sake of exitendinig its 
activities, the factory is 
assessed and studied as 
per a verdict of the au- 
thorized count. It is retur- 
ned to the owter and 
on the State's expenditu- 
res the following proce- 
dure will ibe carried out. 

1— The property is re- 
turned to the owner or 
other individuals listed' 
in the second article and 
the state expenditures 
are paid by tiiem as per 
the estimate expenditure 
bills. In case of inabili- 
ty, the expenditures ha- 
ve to be redmbursed by 
instalments in five-years. 

2— In case of the agre- 
ement of the owner or 
otber , individuals of the 
.second article, the ifaot- 
jow^can .function, in mix- 

hf the owner 
.and the State in accord<- 
ance with the law. 



>, a— If the. State's inst- 
itutions- have, parfially .tr- 
ansferred the machinery 
and equipmentst belong- 
ing to the .private sector 
to some other places, and 
operated the, equipmfa- 
r.'ts or on a muffcual aigr- 
eement ithe cost is paid 
f 13 per the • register of 
its delivery, recorded in 
the offices teino^rned. to*, 
the owner or other indiv- 
iduals listed in 1^ sec- 
ond article.- 

iVrticW Seven: 

1 — If the categories na- 
meti in the second article 
do licit approach the pro- 
pert y is relieved fron> 
tihe custody and hand^ad 
aver to the authorized 
count.. . 

2— The authorized qp~ 
urt iis bound to adopt le.i, 
gal a,nd religious proce- 
sses ill connection witl^ 
the pi:otection of the 
proper, ty, its revenues as 
per ariticles 223 and' 2!28 
of the Civil Lalw and ot-, 
her en: forced legislations, 
in v4ew of the term ,o£ 
previoui)» absence. 

3— : Olliservinig the first 
and seco nd item of this 
article, tihe au>thorized co^ 
tot can iMind over tiie 
property ito the concerned 
organ (or keeping . the- 
factory active and stren- 
gthening the ixatitihal 
economy i\n case of- the 
noi>existence of the ow-. 
ner or other individuals 
named in tkie second art- 
icle. 

Artldie Eilgfat: 

If the oy/ner passed^ 
away the abimdoned jir- 
operty would be retitt- 
ned to his helirs in. accor*- 
dance with the law t^d. 
the Sacred Shariat of 15^'' 
lam. 

ArtMe ^iaes i^t 

Tha o«M»er oi' the prop- 
erty, in the ciiwtody, do- 
es not deserve to recaiive 
the revenue and its init 
erest , durinf* th« years' 



' Artkl%,pteii:^ " ' 
The courts of the Re^ « 
public of Afghanistan amd 
its 'political missions ab- 
road are boimd to tadce , 
prompt knd. . necessary 

measures for preparinig 
the documents when' the 
individuals listed' in 
the second article apps* 
oach them 
Arttcle Elevca: 
The Attorney General 
Office of the iRepubUc of 
Afghanistan and the . Sp- 
ecial Attomey of Nat- 
: ional Security have to sax- 
pervise the iiinplementatt- 
ion of the provisiicnis gi 
this decree. 
ArtleGe TwehDe: . 
A special comtmission 
has to ,be formed with the 
composition of the tVj^ 
nssentatives of the con- 
cerned organs to review 
and prepare the drafit £or 
the legislative decree on 
the return of the resfiden- 
tial houses and apartm- 
ents in this State's cus- 
tody: 

The ai>ecial oomnridss- 
has to submit, up to 
three months this legisla- 
tive document to the au- 
thorized organs for final 
decis^ion. 
Article 'Th.^Ttc«ii: 
The enfi6rcement of thds 
djcreie, to bring under 
Statfe's custody the mov- 
able and inimovabl* lor-- 
opertdes- of the individo- 
als is proclaimed to be 
proihilbiii'i^d "and any dea- ' 
ling iby the ccncemed'^ 
State organs towards 
people's, propertiiM pro* 
qeeds iii the liight of the 
constitution and other en;^ 
f orbed legialatioiis. 
Article Fomteen: 
Thss decree rUns . into - 
force ?aftef the dafj? of ato- 
pronral and is puili^ished in 
the officii! gazette. - 
NaJUmllali, 
PivsMftttt of «he 
bUc ^ Aii^aadatmir f 
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cabinet 



pf^mier 




deputy-preittifciS 



Biography of Fazl-ul-Haq Khaleqyar (BIA 
5/10): 

Khaleqyar "was born in 1934 in Newcity, 
capital of Herat Province. After re- 
ceiving his bachelor degree from the ■'-^ 
Faculty of Ecbnomics, Kabul University, t- 
he entered the gov't service in 1958. ' 
He held several civil service positions 

from 1958 to 1969 at the Ministries 
of Planning, communications 6i Fi- 
nance, In 1970 he was governor of 
Baghlan Province & later he served as 
1st deputy minister of Finance & since 
1961 [sic] Mir. Khaleqyar served as 
iBtn±«ter without portfolio at the Council 
of Ministers ;& governor of the North-West 
zone. In 1988, he was awarded the title 
of Hero of the Republic of Afghanistan S. 
has also received several orders & medals." 
i^,|^|iid & ,h»i. 2 sona. 





Dr. Nfwfnmh JfmOnrtk 

jBom in Kabul dty ^ 

e/o HafizuUah completed 
his education ia. Kabul 
Univensity and received 
his M. A. and Ph. D. fr- 
om Colombda University 
in the United States. 
' He began his working 
career as a State official 
in 1957 'from the then 
Ministry of Education. 
After serving a few poets, 
he was appointed head 
oi the department %r 
secondary education, cul- 
tural head and cultural 
councellor of Afghan em- 
bassy in Moscow,/ heed 
of the traaslatlpn and 
compilation department, 
Bamyan governor, and 
Elaibul governor 



MahmoDd Baryalaf 

•Bom in an intellectual 
family in the 10th prec- 
inct of Kabul city in 
•1944, Mahmoud Baryalai 
'b/o Mohammad Hussadn 
(graduated from flabibia 
Lycee in the capital in 
1962 and from the fac- 
ulty of economics of 
Kabul University in 1966. 
Mahmoud' Baryalai be- 
gan his working career 
as a state employee in 
the I*lanning Miivi<ftfy in 
I960 and left for the 
Soviet Union in 1972 for 
higher studies and rece- 
ived his M. A. in politi- 
seiefiEees from the St- 
ate University of Moscow. 

In April 1978, he was 
appointed a member of 
the Eevolutkmary Cott. 
ndl and three months 
later, he "took over M 
AfghtQ ambassador ex- 
traoroinary and plenip- 
otentiary to Pakistan. On 
Decemb^ , 27, 1979, he 
was re-admitted as a me- 
mber oi the Bevolttticai- 
ary CqahcU and served 
as chief editor ol the 
•Haqiqat-i-^qllabe Saur' 
daily. In June igefl, he 

was appointed firrt I3te- 
putyPWanif Minister. Ma- 
hmoud Baryalai has made 
several trips to se- 
veral Asian and laio- 
pean countries and is 
a member of the People's' 
Democratic -l^^-^t^i, 
ghanistan. ' ' 




Aeadcaiiiclaii Dr. Abdul 
WaUd SaniM: 

Bom in Sarab of Gh'^ 
azni provinoe in 1^9; 
Ahdnl Wahid Sarabi t/o 
Mohanmiad Nauroz com- 
pleted his education la 
the oountry mtA went 
abroad far Ugbet itod- 

fi^fiiwii^^ed Us Ph. 

«nd «. diploma m educat- 
ion te J957 from an AokU 
nan Univenity. 

Br. ijktid Waiiiki 6*. 
Ttbl taught la the Kabul 
commem idiool inm 
1949 to 1950 before go- 
ing abroad for higher 
studies. After returning 
home, he served as a tea- 
cher in tile faculty of 
economics Ux, 1957 and 
as dean o'f-the same fa- 
culty 'in i960. In 1973, 
Dr. Sarabi was appoin- 
ted deputy rector of Ka- 
bul University and de- 
an of Faculity of Econ- 
omics. Aftei^ two yean, 
he was relieved from 
his post as deputy rec- 
tor at Kabul University 
and remained as dean 
and a professor of the Fa- 
Oi^tr of eoonomioB. 

In 1967, Dr. Sarabi 
was appointed Minister 
without PortColio in the 
^ovexnmeat and two ye- 
ars after he served as 
the addi'ti(»ial post of 
Ji#ng . Minister of Mi- 



— idustiies for 
eight months. In I960, 
he became the Minister 
of Planning. He not as»- 
ignment from 1973 to 
^ 1978. Prom October 1979 
to February 1980, he 
served as an adviser to 
the Ministry of Justice. 
In February 1970, he 
was appointed advise: . 
to the Ministry of Hi- 
gher and Vocational Ed- 
ucation and a lecturer 
in Kabul University. In 
January 1965, Dr. Sarabi 
was appointed adviser to 
the Council of Ministen 
and served as the lifini- 
ster of Higher and Vo- 
cational Education ftom 
December 1987 to June 
1968. Since then he has 
been serving, as a Vice 
President in the affairs 
related to economy, sc- 
ience, cultioe and so^al 
services. 

' A non-party, individual. 
Dr. Abdul Wahid Sarabi 
has a command of Ger- 
man and English lang- 
uages. Be is married 
and has got a am and 
a daughter. 

During, the period of 
his service. Dr. Sarabi 
has been awarded me- 
dal of patriofism, me- 
dal of education, medal 
of Loya Jin^ah, Order 
of peoples' fri^idship^ 
two oideni of honour 

and several 'merit eoti- 
ficate* 



was appointed Mkiister 
of Interior and in the 
first republican, segime 
of Afghaniataiv m Minist- 
er ci BdQB0(Sk He 
reaifiied frpm his latter 
post in 1974. In January 
1980, Dr. Pazhwak was 
appointed advise: to the 
Council of £anbtei» and 
worked as Mtidster wi- 
thout Portfolio in the 
government since the pr 



February 1989. 
He has made 



many 



Within the monarcM- recooeUiation policy in 
cal leghie, tk..:1^eSimm- #«»u«r3r 1967 till mid 



official visists to both 
eastern and western co- 
untries like the Soviet 
Union, France, FRG, Un- 
ited Kingdom, Turkey 
Iraq, ect, and has atte- 
nded the international 
and regional fora either 
as a member or a head 
of the Afghan Delegatitm. 
In addition to his go- 



oclamation of natioMl aaoi^on to ms go- 

««S!r°!? .ve™ntal posts, he ha. 

worked as a leading me- 
niber of the National 



BIA 5/23 - Sarwar Youresh, presidential 
spokesman, told the press that of the 
36 Cabinet members, 23 are non-party 
members, 12 are PDPA members & 1 is a 
member of the Democratic Movement of 
Afghanistan. 



Reconciliation High Co- 
namiasion, Deputy Cha- 
irman of the Afghan Pe- 
ace, Solidarity and Fr- 
iendship • Organisation, 
Chainnan of the Afgh- 
an«Soviet Friendship A»- 
sodation, acting head of 
Association of 
Af^^Mrfetan, chaizman of 
/ili«-~Aigha»&vediah Fr- 
iendship Association and 
m«nber of tbfe,,tafwy- 
ers*- AaaaeUmn of Afg- 
hanistan. 
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He has received aca- 
demic and honourary me- 
dals from the Afghan 
and foreifn authorities. 

Dr. Pazhwak is nurr- 
ied and has two sons 
and four daughters. 
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Dr, M«hr Mohamnuid 
jEjwi Minister kME pai-^ 
blic healtti In the deslttsft-l 
tefl govcnmcnt. 

Born in Kabul province 
in 1P34, Dr. Mehr Moham- 
mad Eijazi s/o MohaniTi- 
ad Ramazan, graduated 
frpm the Isteqial Lycee 
and received his MBBS 
from the Faculty of Med- 
icine of Kabul Univeriitv 
in 1961. 

Between the years 196()- 
1969, he was studying or- 
thopaedics and general 
surgery the Acadeniy 
of Sciences of France and 
received the' sprcialist's 
degree of that university. 
Between the years 1974- 
1977, he continued his 
studies in the field of ur- 
ology and surgery in Fr- 
ance and received his 
degree of Doctor of medi- 
cal scienct: and the title 
of professor from the Aca- 
demy of Lion of France. 

He began his working 
career as a Doctor at l^e 
Avecinna, Aliabad and 
the Wotnen Hospitals. He ' 

was appointed dean of 
the Faculty of- Medicine 
in 1982 and betv^een the 
years 1983-1988, he^ serv- 
ed as the president of the 
Kabul Medical Institute. 
Later, he became the chi- 
ef of service at the same 
institute. 

Mehr Mohammad i^azi 
wc^ appointed the Minis- 
ter of Higher and Vocat- 
ional Education in 1989: 

He speaks, Frendi 
tmii is not member of the 



Abdul Wakil.... 

of ForBl«]i Affaire In t)^ 
slgaated goTenunent. 



Born ■ in 1^46 in 
Kamari village of Kabul, 
Abdul Wakil s/o Mohai^ 

mad Harif graduated from 
Habibia Lycee 'of Kabul 
in 19C4 and from the fac- 
ulty of economics o£ Kab- 
ul University in 1971. 
From April to July 1978, 
he served as a member 
of th-: Revolutionary Co- 
uncil and as Secretary Ge- 
neral of Foreign Ministry. 



Mofaammad Hakim 
nfater ef Flnaiiioe In deri' 
gDAttS. guv wumenti 

Bom in 1934, Moham-' 
mad HaWm b/o Mohanun- 
ad Karim, received 'his 
BA in economics from 
Swiss. He began his wor- 
Wftg career in the Fore- 
ign Relations department 
of the Kabul University 
in 1953 and then he was 
appointed in the Indian 
Company. In 1972. he was 
appointed president of 
Da Afghanistan Bank. 
Mohammad Hakim was 
appointed advisor to the 
finance ministry in 1971 
and later president of the 
Hotel Enterprises and in 
1986 president of the ch- • 
ambers of commerce and 
industries. 

Mohanunad Hakim ia 
not PDPA member. He 
speaks English and has 
received the Order of Ho- 
nour. He is married and' 

hss thrfp rhildr*"!!. 




MAT M, 19N 



From this date upto Dec- 
ember 1979, hp had the 
post of Afghan Amba- 
ipsadof to London. In Dec- 
enibpr 1979, he was app- 
jointed as Minister of Fin- 
jance. From 1984 to 1986, 
ihe served as an-ibassad- 
'cr extraordinary and 
Iplenipotf.nti.Try of Afgh- 
janistan to Vietnam and 
then to Plague ir 1986. He 
was the^i appointed 
Minister of FdiciRti Affai- 
a post which 'ie ■« 
holding till date. 

A« #oreip,n Min'stct and 
head of the Aftjh.'Mi drlrp,- 
.ttion. Aii'l"! W.''l:i! pig- 
iicd thv 'J<JM' v > H^i ( cjiii- 



on Af. 



on April 14, l5881undlrRe- 
nded the UN General As- 
sembly sessions and me- 
etings of foivign minii- 
ters of nonaligned count- 
ries in Nicosia, Zimbab- 
we, Belgrade and New 
York. Abdul Wakil is' 
member of the Politbu- 
ro of the PDPA CC. Be 
is married and has seven ' 
children five eons and 
two daughters. He is 
fluent in English, 



,^a<i^> 4il 1938 inPklctia 
Raz Mohamm- 
li||a^leen s/o Anar 
he was graduated 
ffom the Kabul Teach- 
ers' Training College in 
1959. He was sent ab- 
road for higher educat- 
ion and received his 
diploma in electrical en- 
gineering. He was app- 
ointed as, a lecturer at 
the Kabul Polytechnics 
in 1969 and in 1973 h^ 
left for abroad to con- 
tinue his studies. He got 

his doctorate degree in. 
1977. He was reappoin- 
ted as .T lecturer at the 
Kabul Polytechnics in 
19?? and in 1978 h6 ser- 
ved as the deputy mini- 
seter in the Ministry of 

Water and Power and 
in 1982 was appointed 
as the minister. On 17 
of M.nrch 1990 he was 
;ip(x)intod the Minister 
uf lnt«?Tior. 

r>t. Raz Mohammad Pa- 
l;**»f>i> wrvs as the de- 
;'iit\- thnirman of the 

Peatx, Solidarity and Fr- 
iendfihip Organisation of 
Afghanistan (PSFOA), 
'Deputy Chairman of Af- 
ghan-Soviet Priendiship 
Association and Chairm- 
an of Afghan-Kampt^he- 
an Friendship Associat- 
ion. He has received the 
orders and - medals of 
th% Republic of Afgha-. 
nistan in appreciation of 
his meritorious works. 

H« i« a meihbfet Of 
the People's Democratie 
Party of Afghanistan. 
He speaks English. 
Dr. Raz Mohammad Pa- 
kteen is married and 
has four ions. 



Saleha Farouq EtenuuH: 
ADnlstier <rf Social AfCaire 
in tho designated goveni- 
nent. 

Bom in Kabul province 
in 1929, Saleha Farouq 

Etemadi received her B.A, 
from the Faculty of Lite- 
rature of Kabul Universi- 
ty. She was appointed as 
an instructor at the Ma- 
lalai Lycoe in 1949, and la- 
ter as the vice-princip- 
il ®f that school. 

She was appointed the 
president of the Women 
Association in May 1962. 
She sorved as a lecturer 
;it the Faculty of Literat- 
ure of KU in 1963 and 
since 1966. she had no of- 
ficial post. 

In the course of her 
official career, Saleha Fa- 
Etemadi l»t 



an outstanding role in the 
establ ishment of kinderg- 
artens, nurseries, creation 

of the Volunteer Women 
A.ssociation, mo'uming 

halLs. creation of the first 
■ child atirf mother" care 

(•■titre and the Mothers' 
ImuuI in the country. 

In appreciation of her 
meritorious services, she 
has received the scientific 
medal of the French Gov- 
ernment, the medal of 
Pohana, (education), the" 
first degree Meena Pal 
(patriotism), Rishteen 
Mutala (the high golden), 
the medal of the 70th in- 
dependence anniversary 
of the country and the fri- 
edship order of the Japan- 
ese government. 

She is not member of 
the PDPA ■ 
Saleha Farouq Etemadi 




-Tw r - jliirtril^t of ;tbe MinlS- 

Anny GenenlGh^^ ti^ ^ Interior 'and Co- 

o« State See«iilty in «es- "W»an«Je^ of Uffctaan pr- 
IcnxteA ffOVWMMBt. TSarandoy crwnima- 

no. 

■ ■ ' 
jThe Army Generil 
3«ulam Parouq YaqnWr, 
vv«e appointed as vice^pt- 
•sident of state Infoi^-' 

nlllo» Bailees ' and Min- 
^liir of State Security of 
hiMiA in 1979 Atid 1985 
eipeetj-^digr. 

fle has been awarded 
iteierouis orders and me- 
als and is a member of 
politburo of the 
dp A CC. He is married 
id has one son and two 
lughters. He speaks Ge- 
-"lan and English langua- 



Born in Kabul 
city in 1988, Ghul- 
am Farouq Yaqubi s/o 
Khan Mohammad gradua- 
iied from Nejat Lycee and 
T^arandoy Academy in 
1938 and 1958 respectively. 
Then he was sent two ti- 
mes for higher education 

to the FRG and he recetv- 
W a diploma from that 
Country. He was a lect- 

tirer in Tsarandoy Acad- 
ttrty In 1961. Similarly 
he served as director of 

Operation of the Security 
General Cenimand, he- 
ad (i| the Anti-Crime I>e- 
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Sanrar 

Bom in 19^5 in the Pa- 
ktia province, Sarwar 
Mangal a/o Sardar Mob* 
•nunad graduated Crom 
the Habibia Lycee in 1963. 
He then joined the faeol- 
ty of eoonomics in Kabul 
Univenity and wwrt to 
Hbte Soviet Unton afterw 
•zdc idiere ha got hig 
I M.A. in political econom- 
I ics. He worked 
ployee of the Public Wo- 
ite Ministry from 1970 to 
1973 and then, went abr- 
oad for higbet education. 
From 1976 to 1979, he was 
an advisor in the Ministry 
of Public works and from 
.19W to IWO, lie was the 
deputy of that ndnlstry. 
Sarwar Manual was depu- 
t7 minister of Higher and 
Vocational Education by 
cm. the year 1980 to 1982 
and then the minister of 
Higher and Vocational 
Eduoatioii upto 1868. 

From 1983 to 1986, Sar- ! 
war Mangal worJced as 
the deputy-chairman ot 
the council of ministeni 
and the president of the 
State Comagttte for Fl*. 
imiag. 

He was the ambassador, 
octraordinerj and plezu- 
potentiary of the Bepub- 
$6 of Afghanistan in Hu- 
tejtn 1986 t* 1987. 

Prom 1687 to iSSS, U „ 
was the president of the >| 
Peace, Solidarity and ' 

Friendship Organisation of 
Afghanistan. Since then, 
he is the deputy-j«remler. 
He is married and ^aas two 
dau^tm and one son. 

Sarwar Mangal kiMws 
English and Russian lan- 
guages. He has won many 
medals and osrdm. Ete 




UalilMitbuIlah Kushani: 

Bom in an intellectual 
and land owner family in 
Faizabad city of Badalch- 
shan province in 1944, 
MihboubuUah Kusliani 
s/o Esmatullah graduat- 
ed from Habibia high sc- 
hool and received his M.A 
in political •oooocnics fr- 
om the Friendship 
University of Moscow. 

Kushani began his wor- 
king career in different 
posts in the department 
for irrigation survey from 
1»70 tO'1978 and Was app- 
ointed as a staff of power 
depatment in 1979. He 
was appointed in differe- 
nt posts of the Ministry of 
Planning from 1980 to 
1987. 

Mahboubullab Kushani 
served as deputy chairm- 
an of the Council of Min- 
isters and President of the 
State Committee for 
Planning from 1^7. to 
1988. He is deputy prime 
minister since 1^7. 

Mahboubullah Kushani 
also serves as the First Se- 
cretary of the Centnd 
Conmiittee of the Democ- 
racy Movement of Afgh- 
anistan. 

He is married iu»i spe- 
aks Russian. 
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I'ar^aii pro vie 

dul i^ayoimi Noorzai s/o 
Akhtar Mohammad, grad- 
uated from the Teachers' 
Training College of 
Kabul in 1961 and receiv- 
ed his BA. from the Fac- 
ulty of Literatore of Ksr 
tul University in 1965. 

Abdul Qayoum Noorz- 
ai began his working car- 
eer as an instructor in 
1966 and continued this 
job till the year 1973 in 
different institutions of 
the Ministry of Higher 
and Vocational Educati- 
on. Fro^n 1973 m im 
he was serving as member 
of the Social Sciences De- 
partment of Pashtu Acad- 
emy. In the month of 
April- of 1978, he was ap- 
pointed as the deputy 
minister of Education and 



later as the deputy minis- 
ter of Xnifcmmation and 
Culture. 

In March 1979, he beca- 
me the Editor-in-Chief of 
the Khalq periodical 
of the People's Democra- 
tic Party of Afghanist- 
an and in December 
1979, he served as ' head 
of the administrative and 
financial department of 
the PDPA CC and 
incharge of military and 
civilian affairs of north- 
western zone, i.e. Farah 
and Neemruz provinces. 
In April 1981 he was app- 
ointed as the Cliairman of 
the central council of 
Peasants* Cooperatives 
Union and in August 1985, 
he served as an advisor 
to the State Committee 
for Printing and Publica- 
tion. 

In March of 1986, Noon>. 
ai was appointed as the 
Editor-in-Chief of the 
Dehqan periodical, the 
publication organ of the 
Centra] Committee of the 
PDPA and from April 
1988 till now he is servi- 
ng as the deputy from 
the 141 constituency of 
Farah prmnnce in. the ; 
House of ^Representatives. - 
He is member of the Pl5^ 
PA. 

Abdul Qayoum Noorzai 
is married and has two 
sons and two daughters. 
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ifaMiuma Esmati Minls- 
^ ol Education lii tfcslf 
•ated govffmtKot. 

Born in the Kabul 
'rtfVince, in 1930. ifeso- 
irtJa Esmati d/o Abclul 
^*q, has got her M A. 
'eirree in the field of 
ducation from the Na- 
i<»nal College. Chicago 
University of the Uni- 
pfl States. 

6h€ was appointed as i 
'rt iristructor at the Ma- 
alil Lycee in Iftlii «i«J 



is a general controller of 
he Kabul city's girls 
^(ihools in 1957. She be- 
am* the principal of 
h* Zflrghouna lycee . in 
958. .She was elected 
If the people's deputy 
tf*. the House of Repre- 
<*rjtatives in J969, In 
1 911 served as an instru- 
"»r at the Malalai ly- 
<m and in 1959 at the 
Sayed Jamaluddin Afg- 
iln Teachers' Training 
fbllege 



fhe was appointed as 
academic member at 
j tie social science cen- 
t fe of the Academy of 
Sciences of the KA in 
1960. She has taken act- 
ive part in over twelve 
scientific national and 
international eonferenoes 
and in appreciation of 
her meritorious services 
she received medals and 
orders inside and outside 
the country. 

Mosouma Esmati Waid- 
ak was appointed as the 
Chair- persos of AAWC 
in June of 1987. She is 
not a . member of the 
PDPA. 

Masouma Esmati spe- 
aks English and French. 
iShe has some published 
works. She is married. 




Muhayuddife 
her (Of Justice 

m WRfOBUQ" BVVQftllBeili 

• Faculty of Figh it the \ 
Born in the Panjshir islamic University. VLk 
district in 1932, GhtUam has been ' awarded me- 

Muhayuddin Dareer s/o j , . . 

dais and orders of the 



Doost Mohammad has 
reteived his MA in the 
field of law. He began 
hi-j official career at 
the Faculty of Law and 
Political Sciences in 1958 

and obtained the acade- 
mic membership of the 
sfcme in 1968. 

From the beginning of 
1968 till now Dareez se- 



and orders of 
Republic of Afghanistan, 

I Dareez speaks English. 
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THE FORUM TALKS TO... ; 

BENON SEVAN, the UN Sec'y Gen'l's man 
on Afghanistan ' who took a few mlnutieii''' * 

from his frenetic 
schedule to fill 
us in on his 
travels. He was 
about to leave ' 
for Tehran/Isla- 
mabad /Kabul /Ge-" ' ' 
neva - anywhere 
where there 
might be some 
lAse in discuss- 
ing Afghanistan. 
He looked weary. Nevertheless, he's 
hopeful. "Why else would I be doing 
tkis?** believe* that . almost eve^^a -r- 
one, perhaps with the exception of a 
few fanatics, deems a military solu- 
tion to the Afghanistan situation im- 
possible & that a political solution 
is the only way. He sees some progress: 
"Things are very different than they 
mtm six months, ago.!' He feels that . 
if l^e outside powers can cooe. to sens . r -svg;' 
sort of agreement, that's progress* ; 
Once they do, the Afghans can get 
down to battling it out for themselves, 
the way they always have. But, he said, 
"everyone has to save face." He said 
that the US, in agreeing that Najib- 
ullah couldn't run as an incumbent, 
*iMldrgone about as far as it could go. 

Asked about continuing weapons supplies, 
he said there would be a solution, al- 
though he added that since most of the 

weapons being supplied are old models, 
" it was probably cheaper to dump them in 
Afghanistan than to store them. 

He said that Pushtuns are now in the 
minority in Afghanistan. Whether this 
is significant or just mildly interest- 
ing didn't come up, but he did say 
ttoat Najib's ethnic policies had done 
Mm credit. He commented on Najibullah's 
ability. Even if he's a puppet, "he's 
no plastic puppet, he's smart, a very 
intelligent man." 

He was not happy about the recent & in- 
creasing violence in Peshawar, the at- 
tacks on relief agencies but, he allowed. 



"Everybody has missionaries; Christians 
have missionaries, Muslims have mission- 
aries.'' 

We spoke of a mutual acquaintance, a 
government employee in Kabul who had 
a close relative who defected to the 
mujahideen. Our friend told Sevan 
that when he went to Najib to offer his 
resignation, Na.iib gave him a gun. "To 
shoot yourself?", Sevan asked. The Af- 
ghan explained his eountry's tradition 
of gl^i^j^a^gtoa to a person to Itdicate 
trust^J - • 

Mr, ievan has skill, charm & experience 
la diplomacy. And best of all, in 
spite of exhaustion & frustration, he 
can still laugh and does. We approve 
of that. 

We asked him where he lived. "On a 
plane," he said. He was probably off 
to Teh^|n^|||^y§ ye got hom^ , We tpok ■ 
a bus . 



EVENTS - Continued from p. 1. 

A report on a survey undertaken in 1989 
by the Swedish Committee for Afghanis- 
tan to assess insect infestations & 
food deficits in northwest Afghanistan 
was the topic of a slide presentation 
by Don Meier at the ACBAR EISOHRCE & 
li|^liJ4XI0H eENfRE in Peshawar on 5/29. 

ASSOCIATION FOR ASIAN STUDIES regional 
tti^tiiig schedule: Pacific Coast, Stan- 
ford University, June 29-July 1; Mid- 
Atlantic Conference, Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick, NJ, October 19-21; 
Southwest /Western Conferences, Univer- 
sity of Texas, Austin, October 12-13; 
New York Conference , Hamilton College* 
Clinton, NY, October 6-7. 

MIDDLE EAST STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

The Middle East Studies Association will hold its 24th annual meeting tA 
the Marriott Riverwalk Hotel and San Antonio, Texas Convention Center, 
November 10-13, 1990. The Center for Middle Eastern Studies of the 
University of Texas at Austin will be the host. Information and registration 
fonns is avidiabto Ittte Kiddie Bast Studies Assoeiaetkm, 1232 Noidi 
Cbmf AiNWlNi, WU^msi0:M Arizona, TiieM%' AZ'tiUfi fSmim SM' 
m-595Q. 
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MohajnMin Shahbar 
I Minister of Slaiistics la 
1 designated gwennnent 



Born in 1947 in Kabul ^ 
Mohajmddin Shahbaz s/o - 
Shahbaz Khan joined the 
faculty of economics of 
Kabul University after 
graduation fromi Avec- 
inna High School. From 

1972 to 1975 he Went 
to Km Mted States 
where he received his 
MJl in ocononoics acd 
demo^aphy. 

In 1970, Shahbaz be- 
gan bis working career 
as an employee of the 
Man Power deparbnaamt 
and in 1976 became ggf- 
neral director of the cr-*^ 
rol section, of sta**^^ 
ics. In 1980, he was 
pMtident of the CV^^ 
Statistics Otfficef. Silfeio, 
b# w9tiM in 1982 as 
ijii^ to the State Co- 
aunittee for Planning 
and later on in 1983, he 
became deputy head of 
Abe Planning Dept. In 
lie was appointed 
as president of the Cen- 
tral Statistics Office. 

Shahbaz m politi- 
cal affiliation and kn- 
ows English. He is ma- 
rried and has three so- 
■m- mi a daufhter. 



ntster of Uglit ftndnrtrteB^ 
and fooditnffa in the Oet- 
ignated (ovwiiuMUl. - 

l^rn in 1940 in Kanda- 
har province, Mohamm* 
ad Anwar Doet s/o. Hii)l 
Jaialuddin graduated fr^ 
om Mirwala , Nika .LyMe 
of Kandahar and later fr- 
om the faculty of econo- 
mics in 1960. In il967 he 
went to Pederai l^tepublic 
of Germany for - hightr 
studies and got the M.A^ 
He served for one year iti 
the Dutch Bank of Bofc. 
hdm dty. He has done his 
m ». In the field of nat- 

j^OfA. and enerprise eco- 
ooittiy. , 

Dr. Mohammad Anw- 
ar Dost served as aMlsta' 
nt in the faculty of eoon<^ 
mics, Kabul Ttniv«rai^ 
In 197^ and in 1978 he be- 
came a lecturer In thai 
faculty and in 1988 he 
was appointed the 

of that faculty. Be Is a 
non-party person and kn- 

o^s English and Dutch 

languages. He has 26 sc- 
ientific works and has 

been awarded the order 
of Mahmoud Tansi a«d 
four nwidals. He is nvur- 




Dir. Faqir 

NeehMd MbibM If 
siniBliMi 
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Bom in. Kabul province 
in 1936, Dr. Faqlr Mohi- 
mmad, .-Neekznd s/ojC^ 
ulam Mohammad , hai ojbi^ 
taln*d hl» Ph. ' b. in ootv- 
struction engineering. > He 
began his working caf^ 
as an engineer at the Min-^ 
istry; of ■ .Conetntetioxl 
Affairs in 1962 alid sep* 

yed, f6 a construction 
ginera- at the Prefabricat- 
ed Housing Complex . in 
1968 ind in 1970. he wite 
appointed head of its en^ 
gineering department In 
1978, he was appointed the 
technical vice-resident of 
thc^ Afgltan Conotructiott 
Unit. At tiie beginning 
0^1980, he sorved the 
prteident of the Banal 

C^i&truction Unit and Ilk 
1985 as the tnresidait 6f 

the Basic Constructiohs of 
the Ministry of Planni- 
ng arid in 1987 he serv- 
ed as the deputy of Co- 
nstruction Affairs of the 
Kabul Murticipality. 

From 1969 tUl now he hm 
been serving as the T na - 
Ident of d'ty and hooalng 
construction department. 

Dr. Faqir Mohammad 
Neekrad is -not meiriber 
of the PDPA. He is marp. 
ied. 




From right to left: 

KHALILULLH, MINISTER 
DR. SHAH WALL SAID 
AS MINISTERS WITHOUT 



Sai^jan^ Zaxal MinJstet- 
<a Frontier Affalis in 



Sarjang Zaiai g/o Moham^ 
mad Handf Khan was Bom 
in 1927 in Ahmad Kheil 
Zazai. He graduated from 
the military high school 
in 19*1 then attended the 
military university wh- 
ere from he graduated in 
1944. He was appointed as 
an officer in the Guard 
Regiment. In 1944 he was 
sent to India and from 
1357 to 1961 to Turkey for 
higher education. He rec- 
eived the degree of ..Staff 
Officer from there. Upon 
his return from Turfc^ 
Sarjanig Zazal Was appoUte 
ted Chief of Staff of H^ 
Division in 1967 and edbv* 
nrvander of division Jf^^ 
of Kandahar. In 1975 he 
was the commander of di- 
No. 14 of Ghazni. 

Sar Jang Zazai was 
pointed commander ft 
Herat division in 1977 and 
later commander of Divi- 
sion No. 20 of Nahrin and 
governor of Baghlan pro^ 
vince. He retired in 1978. ! 

From 1985 to date, he is 
minister without portfolio 
In the Council of Minis- 
ters. 



He has been honoured 
with the order of "Stor", 
"Red Banner", and "Peo- 
ples, Friendship". 

Sarjang Zazai is not a 
party member. He Js ma- 
rried, has 7 children. He 
knows Turkish language. 



OF TRANSPORT, DR. NOOR AHMAD BARIS, 
EKRAN PAIGEER, DR. FAQIR MDRS^piAD YAQUBI 
PORTFOLIO. 




EngjflMscr M. Gbnfiraii 
AOnister of A^ric^ltiKe lit 
Aesfgnated gweranent 



Born in 1933 in Ara- 
bha village of Nanga- 
rhar province, . Engineer 
Mohanunad Ghufron, son 
of Ali Gul graduated 
from Kabu] Agricul'^ire 
Lycee and in 1957 left 
fox the United States 
to continue his higher 
education. He received 
his degrees of BJ5. and 
MS. from California Un- 
iversity. 

,,Engineer MohammiiSl 
Ghufran begun his Cfa»» 
eet in 1955 in th^e iidn. 
istry of agriculture as ^ 
a ^fessional ,itbploy4^ ! 
In 1963 he was apj^ > 
iniJga deputy head for i 
Agriculture of Nangarhajr 
Canal Project and In 
1973 was head of the 
dejelopmental project of 
Nangarhar Valley. In 
1916 he was appointed 
head of the plant pro- 
tection Dept. and sub- 
sequently general dire- 
ctor of extension. Moha- 
mmad Ghufran was ge- 
neral director of the 
operational group of res- 
earch imd extension de- 
pt. in 1979 and in 1981 
he served as an advisor 
in the Forestry Dept. 
In 1986 he worked as 
general director at the 
Forestry General Dept. 

Engineer Mohammad 
Ghufran is minister of 
agriculture since 1988. 

Engineer Mohammad 
Ghufi;an is a non-party 
person and can speak 
English. He is married 
and has two sons «nd 
two dauj^ters. 




VICE PRESIDENT OF THE ROA 



Bom in 1935 into a pea- *^ 
sant's taxaily. Sultan Ali 
Keshtmand graduated in 
1961 from th« faculty of 
eoonomics Kabul Uoive- 
rsity and aerved in the 
tOnistty at Mines and 
IndUBbdM tm 1968; 



In 1964. Sultan All Ke- 
al^and took part in the 
fdunding congress of the 
People'a Democratic 
Party of Afghaniatan 
and was elected as a full- 
fledged member of the 
party's Central Committ- 
ee. 

He actively took part 
in the political demonstr- 
ations and meetings oif 
25th October 19C5 and 
was put behliid htam for 
some time . 

Keshtmand was elected 
to the membership of the 
executive body of the 
Central Committee in 1971 
and to that of the 
Politicial Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the 
Party after its unify 
was established m 3rd 
jof July 1977. 

Kesht- 




For long years, 
mand served professio- 
nal posts in the PDPA. 

Since April 27th, 1978 he 
had the post of Planrang 
Minister for three monthe, 
after which, he undergo- 
ne another hard term 
of 16 months of imprison- 
hient. 

In 27th of December 
1979, he secured once aga- 
in the membership of the 
Central committee Politb- 
uro and undertook the po- 
st of Vice-President of the 
Revolutionary Council in 
the State and that of 
the Prime Minister in the 
government. He wa^ ap- 
pointed Prime Miniotei 
in 1980 and worked in 
this post till mid of 
1988. Keshtmand was on- 
ce again app'.mtc-d Cha- 
irman of the Council of 
Ministers' Executive Co- 
mmi-ttee in 16th Februa- 
ry of 1989. He was given 
the post of the first Vice- 
ft^dent in May, 6, 1990. 
which was approved by 
the parliament nine days 

Too many articles, tra- 
nslations and writings of 
Sultan Ali Keshtmand 
i>articularly on economic 
affairs have been prin- 
ted. He is married and 
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EXPELLED FROM THE POLITBURO 



Siiltan Ali Keshfmaiul. 



ar 



[Photograph on p. 12] 

Ajmy lieaeral ;MiOtiaiin- 
juail Aslkot Watanj 
liSnlsteT of Deface 

Bora in 1946 in Paktia 
province, General of Ar- 
my Mohammad Aslam 
Watanjar s/o Alam Khan 
Cr«du«te4 &om tii^ arm- 
oiui«d faculty of mil^ry 
academy. 

Jn 1966 be be^n his car- 
eer as an offioer in the 
mroioured force No. 4. Be 

was amwinted Deputy 
Prime Minisier and Min- 
ister pi Communication m 
1978. He was ai^inted 

Minister o£ Int^or and 
Chief of sua tnt^ armed 

forces later in 1979 and 

is tbe Mioe s«nred is 
Minister of Comtnuftica*- 

ions and as Minister <4 
Mohammad Aalam Wa- 
tanjar has been sefTjuig 
as Minister of Defence 

since Itedb: 
~1990. He is jnenslb- 

er of Polifbixeo of H>Bi. 
CC.'Be has been hoaoor- 
•d vltii ntuoerotis orders 
mi ipedals. He is manned 
•adttahs ^t six children.^ 



Shahnawiz s/o Abdul 
Halim, SayeU Mohamm- 
ad Gulabzoe a/o GuJabs- 
hah, Mir Sahib Karwal 
s/o Ghulam Qader, Naiz 
Mohammad Momand e/o 
j Honar Gul, Gep Naiar 
I Mohammad s/o Aqamir, 
Gen. Do3t Mohammad s/o 
Hazrat Khan. Shahzar 
Lewal s/o Sultar. Akbar, 
Qadir Aka s/o Abdul 
Ghafor, Abdul Qadir As- 
hna a/o Mawladad, Saleh 
Mohammad Zertl s/o 
Gul Mohammad, Ghulam 
DasUgir Panjshiri s/o 
MaJik Dad, Mohammad, 
ullah Sail a/o Sobtian 




Shah, Peda Mohammad 
Feda s/o Jon Mohammad, 
Gen. Mohammad Hashim 
s/o Qachir, Molununad 
Rashim Watanwal a/o' 
Mohammad Omar, Honar 
Ghairat s/o Aiwal Mir, 
KhaliluUah KohisUni a/o 
Enayatullah, Rafaimullah 
Oaoli s/o Abdul Ghafor. 
Gen. Sayfullah s/o Say- 
«d Mohammad, Abdul 
Habib s/o Abdul Hamid. 
Guldad s/o Bahram, Noor 
Wahab Sapand a/o JamU 
Khan, Abdul iRahmaii 
Baaam, s/o Mohammad 
Hma, and Abdul Rashid 
Aim a/o 
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Eng. Nazar Moh'd 
(right) & Moh'd 
Ibrahim, 1st 
Sec'y of the 
DYOA, are new 
PDPA CC. members, 
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On 
Zaher 
ia. 



behalf 
Tanin 



ol weekly Aidibar-i-Hafta and S^^awoon 
litervlewed Inder Kumar Gujral, Foreign 



magazine, Dr. 
Minister of Ind- 



^•^tion: Allow me to i; 
P**®* **y first question by li 
taking w^t© ^ount the 
interest of readers 
in the present Aighan- 
Indian relatiras. . 

Answer: Our relations 
with Afghanistan havs got 
an old history which co- 
vers long long centuries. 
Of late our relations and 
cooperation have expan- 
ded and both the coun- 
tries have got further 
closer as nevef before. 
Both the countries have 
common ideals for social 
transformations. Our co- 
mmitents towards the 
Non-AIigned Movenjent 
and peac»! are in harm- 
ony. 

India is ready to po- 
sitively respond" to the 
demands and needs of 
Afghanistan. We will as- 
sist you what we have 
in power. No one should 
think that our aid to Af- 
ghanistan has a charity 
basis, but the aid is the 
reflection of deep frate- 
mal ties, which will be 
further consolidated in fu- 
ture. * ,.- >'^L-- 




the realization of the 
Geneva Agreements be- 
tween Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. India supports 
the State of Afghanistan 
and its policy for peace. 

Some of 
the Afghan Majhid^^tt le- 
aders like Mr. Hekmatyar 
has expressed Ms readine- 
ss to enter the ?nti-Indi- 

an war 'in support of the 
Kashmbi 'Mnjahfdeen'. 
Under such circumstanc- 
____,..^„„„^ es, in India there are 
I want «r the <^«e8 of the Mnjah- 
the view and the ' ideen of Alliance of Seven 



L K. Gujrai 



know 

position of your govern- 
ment towards the ques- 
tion in and around Afg- 
hanistan, particularly at 
present 

We believe that the 
Afghans themselves sh- 
ould determine their de- 
stiny. Unfortunately so- 
me of the countries th- 
at have signed the Ge- 
neva Agreements have 
ignored their undertak- 
ings and have withdr- 
awn themeedves back. 
We are of the opinion 
that the solution of the 
Afghan issue is only ac- 
cessible on the basis of 



and no murdle is seen for 
their acttTlttes. What is 
your conmumf m this 
issue? 
Answer: 

Of course we are awa- 
re of the above realities. 
What is harming you, is 
harming us too. W*? are 
attentive so that no anfi- 

Afghan activity is launch- 
ed from the Mujahideen 
offices here. We have 
told the Afghan embassy 
in Delhi to le* us know 
in case of the least anti- 
Afghan move noticed 
and we will not permit su- 
ch activities. . . 
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He, .ndbo isdun 

is crowned with trim 



/ Firat of all, I consider iit as a matter of high 
veneration to myself, to be 'brought up amDng you 
md to bave leamt predous leasona from your 
aaintiiood aiQetlciBm and fervour and alao for 
•the fact thait the purified forefathers' blood, 
akin to your life and Afghani and Islamic iblood 
ii flowing in aur veina. 

The fact ds' that I would like to begin from a 
podot wrhich I could totally comf oort you irtxti. the. 
aaada^ and htKards of what haa happened 
our eenunon hetna. 

Tanal comes from Paktia and, henceforth, I 
have given dmrtructlons to my oomrades not to 
call him Tanal but, in Ita place only, name Shahna- 
waz becauae ahould he does not feel iblushing 
than I would' fael. If (Ckxi m«y not will) tomorrow I 
take a refuge to Pakiatani, not 
to their genersla, not to their majora. Yesterday 
I received a notice ithait from amdd the Palkis- 
tan'e, a dlKetor of fronitiera reconnaissance dep- 
artm«i,t had met Shahnawaz and taUced to him 
made Intenogationa and gave orders . to him. 
Should I refer to auch a layman in Pakistan; what 
Pakiatan? That Paiklstan which hot only fans up 
hoetdllty with the PDPiA In the paet and .preM»n;t. 
TIm PJ3iPAdid not e9dst.when the Pakistanis 
wer« your enemlea, the eneoiiee of (the Afghans. 
Aa a member of the (Afghan aodety . as a member 
of the party, as an Afghan, should I consider my- 
self allowed to fall ,to the foot of a Pakistani laym- 
an, then woulid you have still considered me as 
of your kin son? Would you have called me a 
.^rt.of your Ahmadzai; Tanai? The n&me of Tanai 
is a saint name don't boil it down on calling such 
persons as Tanai. don't degrade the name of Khr- 
oti by callipg as Khrotis those GuJbuddin and 
Saiaf who belong to Has community . 

Think of a leucocytic trauma in your hand 
which is a part of your body, of course, you try 
to treat it; Let's ray by putting some onion, some 
ointments, and perhaps you get some injections, 
and if not it is cured, you finally make a local 
surgery and if it still continues aching then 'you 
will make an amputation of your hands. ' Why 
then the people may tell you that your whole body 
was infectious? Why should they say that you 
made the wrong option? iNo, I only did away with 
the pathogendc microibes. Now I, too, repelled wh- 
• fttever a trauma had develped in your body ^ind 
had disfigured it. Now I would like to talk in 
detail and revMl all what happened. Not I 
would pledge an abbreviated presentation • but 
squarely a detail form. Availing this opportun- 
ity and using this trilbune, I intend to, once 
again, talk to the Afghan people, to the oppos- 
itiosn and to Tanai, who is now being settled 
there. Man ds indispensible to death. With the 
hope that he will hear ^ lae and should he still hold 
some peerage and baronage he ostensiibiy com- 
mit a suicide. 

- I vowed that I wotild not call him Taiiai, but 
instead I would name him Shahnawaz biiit this 
time I mentioned Tanai, because there was a 
mention of baronage and nobility. One better to 
kill himself rather than to sit with the Pakistani, 
whatever I tell him from this place, ne may 
hear, this is why once again I called him Tanai 
I addressed him to reappear as a Tanai as a 
Pashtoon and as an A^^ian. I dealt all tihds to 
call.jfou as whether you do allow me, so to sp- 
ea^ . to flee fcom thehattle field ' tomorrow and 
go to seek a refuge from a Pakistani 
major- Will you then still consider 
Afghan? Will you etiU consider 
son? Then what for you are 

ai)d then you say that happened, ' was totally 
jn our own house and the defamtfUon would 
goes to us and so to speak, we could not 
hig^-hMdedly look at anybody. You are hieh-he- 
•de# abeold you -feel your heads dowa^ 



by God and people 
iph: President NajibuUah 



anmy 
me as an 
me as your 
a matter of anxious 



Honourable I^Jlbullah, Fkwlilent of (the Repub- 
lic of lAfghaoiBtan made the jftdlowing 3peec;li when 
meeting: some elders and leaden of Paktia ion Mar. 
11, 1990 in Kabul. ' 



did 
drop 



Yott told me ttieiC noooay nao wtu^cvi »^ut 
torn the ABG (palace). Only they were the pa- 
lace people I am sitting along wiih yaa. right 
on the ground. My two muddy Imts in M«lan«ai is 
known Ithere and this is why I sunwved the event 
BiDOe I am not « man of palace, a man off 
ARG. he bombed the ARG, the assailant 
not drop bombs over Najib. he caa not 
bon&s OD Najib he had the privileg^ of 
Montf means of bombardments, he had the pi- 
a^ and bombs, but I had .the C3od with me and 
the people, I had been fostered with my mother's 
^^Bdhad been reared in my parenltal 
ndble environ and I had taken your oons^- 
tations and advises and, thus, I survived. Sh- 
ould the God wills 1 say this not for the sake 
luat for power, I had repeatedly dedared to you 
and to the world that whoever may come 
eecure peace, right now I would be prepared 
quit this position; I do not say 
sake of power contests, 
with me and I tell you now 



of 

rou 

to 
to 

this for the 
but the God almighty is 
that the God shall 
the God vowed that 



ft 



preserve me to the end, 

he is with the peraeverance. ^ , ^. * 

May J ^ak of peraeveranoe but before tnat 
1 tell you that the whole world is busy and 
you are also worried of a bad eventuality 
insde our party and whait happened was in between 
the Khalqis and Parchamas, since he was a 
Khalqi and I was a Parchamd; but I first puni^ed 
punltively the Paiwhamis and you all know thus, 
I teU you that the name of Khalqis does 
not involve them. The Khalqis stood- ffiimly 
with me and I would sacrifice myself to their n©^ 
biJity and baronage who took my side. 

I made this point to you because, here, the 
party comrades are also sitting by, and per- 
haps, at night the whole party members may 
hear me. in the capital and the provinces. The 
assailants were not Khalqis and I would present 
to you the precedence that when the Khalqis 
and Parchamis fitted, then from the Khalqi 
faction that is from the Tftiaki-f adaon a ^oup of 
members purged who were called ^arghonis. 
Tliey all hear what I say now, and I am not 
letting you down. How they became Khalqis? 
Yes, under the cover of being Khalqis, those 
who every day defend their diltches and sacrifice 
themselves and bum like pieces of wood in 
flames, but this particular group are warming up 
"tiMir hands do you consider them Khalqis? No^ 
this is a business over the Khalqis they 
were not Khalqis. The Khalqis stoutly iudd out 
Id their ditcbes and stood on my e^le. 

Now comes t£e turn for talking on the 
peneveranoe. On 8tk of Sunbula (HS). We detain- 
ed a network wh» were working membens for 
Ciulfauddin. What they teally intended ' ibo do? 
After tiieir detention and the&r leadelr^ detenUoo 
in Kabul, a btioch of organiaational documents 
were recovered and I happened to come to the 
uhdeirstandinK that they w%iked in « ihxee«t- 
ggered way. 

One in the army, the other as a para-ntflitary 
networic, and the last in the cultural field as 
• gnvp amid the soholars and so to ^peak intell- 
ectual elite. I summoned the incharges and I 
called up comrade Yaqofca and told him: Comrade 
Yaqobi! Think it over. The organisational atru- 
eture and the names and the fact that the 
vmoe of Wall Shah ttolpped the U»t and the 
imam of othen generals were in the run-i<>, 
made me auspicious o< a plot for slackening our 
>»**i|i' :^!^ ao^ .« wide eettiiity^ -^OlkMi^e 



ihi^t have been desiigned for the purpose of 
weakening our hands. He told me that I made the 
point witii a concise precision and he will 
keep in mind that point. I told him. No, this Is 
not the way to approach. You should! bxing me 
att night the wholesome of interrogation pages 
to my house. I would go over each of the hand 
written confeeaions. I summoned the assigned att- 
orney and the attorney general and bound 
them to bring tiw whole case of interrogat- 
ioni vmder their direct supervision so not a 
dmple dap should one receive and the wbo- 
<rie ease i^ould get a Just approach/ 

I told them first to capture that para-military 
section since they would recourse to subvers- 
ion and bon^asts. member of this section soon 
became our captives, and made adn^iaions. 
They oonfesMd that they were members of 
Ibis party end were responsible for bomb expb> 
Oiions in the Indian EmbaHy and in the Pdlyte- 
chnical Ftemises. You remember that the sdiol- 
us and in the Loya Jiigah, the muUas were 
praying in the ploytechnical premises and a number 
of txMnbs went off for all of them they were 
rtSponsible and they also caused some exploi- 
ions in some edueaticmal centres and tn the Mib- 
rorayon areai which was the most horrible one. 
They made confessions for all those subvctsions. 
But what shall you do now? They said that they 
were part of this plan so as on the pre^lete- 
noined day recoune to a number of rages in 
different parts of the city and to explos^ns. 
Where are the explosives? Where are the empla- 
cements? They made admissions to all and every 
night via TV the recovered explosives that we 
ahpwed to you were all the proofs; then what 
dse do you reqtdre? By the way, who falb death 
M a resulit of the explosions are tiie Innocent peo* 
pie, the children, women, the old who walk ar- 
duid for their daily needs. Now how would you, 
then, deiiw a clemency for the peipetraton? 
TcT tboae who once blasted off a house; a 
shopk a city a village and the school, then you now 
are sitting here and keep calling me a nice 
ctamency. If you may cadi niie > mMaro}"''' in(^^ 
then I tdl you that no body is more compassion- 
ate than the God Almighty but doesnt He 
have hia own fa^ which may not remain empty 
although; He is the most merciful and Mohammad 
Kui other €rod massengers will also ask for cl- 
emency in the doom's day, this is because He will 
overlo^ what has been committed as an breach 
to the ahnightyli rights but will not mercy 
what breaches made against the right of his se- 
rvants. Will He be olement avet the severity of 
tike crime of tearing into pieces the orphaned 
children, the distitutes by a blast off? They have 
mothers they may have faUiers and children. 
No doubt that .the children will come under the 
God's protection should they take the straight- 
way of life, but those who have been martyred 
they also had idsteis and mothers, fathers and 
diildren. They also are screamed 
after, with i^ercing noises. This is the reason 
why I am afraid of nothing and this is the 
reason why in the Loya Jiigah when you burde- 
ned me with such a massive reqtmnsibilltieB, I 
took ttie oath of alligiance. 

This is a burden that you put on my shoul- 
ders and I accepted it pridefuUy and moved- 
ahead. You witnessed the proof of what I said 
that even if my life is required, rather than 
tte power position, I will sacrifice it You witness- 
ed on that day that I was meeting some repr- 
esentatives of Baghlan people in my office and 
afterwards some elders from Salang and when 
they left, I returned to my office and tiie raids 
started. I came under the protection of the 
God aimigbty and I repeat that I am never afraid. 
Ibe i^mly mSttOc which one should afraid of. is 
that the scale of justice had been trusted on me 
by the God, how could I keep it, l" am only afraid 
how would I tomorrow respond in the doom's day 
I wn asked why you squarely breached the 
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balance of tiie scale of Justice. On that day, to 
you til the Paktia peoiJe and all Ai^ai^an Jj<r- 
gah in the precent of the God Almighty I will* 
be j^mwatcd and I would be ariced about that or- 
phon's father who .perished in that way. I 
declared the other day that 25 people were 
nuotyved and 150 others were injured now the 
nuipber of the casualties rose to 95 wihy? Bec- 
ause the death bodies were under tiie debris of 
demoliaiied building under the fragments of 
rocks and gravelsi. liioae who were under the 
debris then I will be asdced about them. Najlb- 
uUah why didnt you feel for them? You did opt 
•u« for their rights* How «ottkl I propoM tny place 
to Hum who bombed aw for Hw Mice of power 
•oqaWtkni wMte I w«s meet, 
lag elders in Plrgab? Haw could 
I propose to them to replace me? They bpjribed 
roe', okey, but whad right they had to boni> Pull- 
kbeAti congregational moaque? In f^ct they signa- 
led to the Wah»bia that ihey diaagveed with the 



was to 



vapuire ail. Andi all were captured 

MiliUr;V:XuZ'^''' S^-^f '^U^^ Supreme 
.1. and duties ^STa^igtd^'^jX t?' 
leaving the me^tin«-zxK,m. wSn a l iSf T t m 
him to sit and J.^ * ^ told 

T • ^ Tw. ^ " '"oment and there 

I reminded him of yesteday's Yaqobi mission and 
said: "Conftfade Tanai: you should 



mosque of Puliikheebti and they 4mtt<v tti» mo** 
ques. "miat right (they had to boajb tiMMItnNid 
atenue and' the Sbal^rinaw tfta. Tkf other df y I 
vjplted tbehonitaUtOMe tiie te.patie»t8. 1 iwept 
IOC tbope reeted-up people and met a m«a with 
tafwriated face and was yet to be operated. |>e 
told me that I eonaider you tiM ammee 

only afraid of such a simUar case anH?' 
ied for the scale of baW and wS^ed ^r 
confuted somebodv'a m.«!ri,Vin^* 

most grave responsibility. « the 

So those admnissions were made on the comm- 
itments of the explosdons. Then we captured the 
cultural section they also confessed aJl they had 
done and ultimately the fixture of the nlan 
"f^"!^ in-whole. What was the centre piece of wh- 

to iMm four perfect bittiilions named "ISlAR" 
one to have been stationed in Logar, one in Midan, 
the other in Defasabz. On the day of the coup 
those jbattaliom would start their raids on our 
units and parallel explosion would go off at 
different pants of the centre. The most danf 
^us was that the air defence batteries in 
IQiairabad, in Qargah On Ttpehmaranjan and 
in Shafarara would start a bombardment of the 
dty with anil-air craft missiles and similarly th- 
eir colleagues in the units would move on and 
the coup would thus lead to success. So we were 
forced to capture those who were in the anti-air- 
craft batteries over those hills and outposts. So 
we collected them all. They too made ttie conf- 
eniona. Witii tiie progress of intemogations, some 
confesrions touched some generals. Despite the 
fact Uiat the revolutionary council had adopted a 
resolution that the minastry of State Security 
could detain the traitors and thwse who were aga- 
iwt the state and against the revolution and 
could only, then, report to the council but I t<dd 
Mr Yaqobi to meet Tanai and to present him 
the whole case. YaqdtA bad discuaaed with him the 
issue and told him that we have still not reached 
the level of generate but have touched the level 
of Colonels. He was very much pleas€<i and told 
jhim to capture. 1 do not lie, he really became ple- 
as«w<<,. Yaqobi gladly told me that Tanai 
offered this cooperation with me. The 
progression of the interrogations in 10 days touched 
the level of .generals. I telephoned Tanai and' 
and told hkn Comrade: "I sent to you Mr. Yaqcbl 
this is a moment of stark decision to be made 
unsMreveringly. Please give me bade the assura- 
nce. "He assured me and sent me Mr. Yaqobi. 
Nothing else, I discussed with him via the cab^e 

but only those three-four aentencea. One and a 
ta« houra later. Yaqobi rang me up from Tanai's 
€>mm and told me that he met with not much 
Maciion when the names of some generals were 
jnentioned and only he expressed disagreement 
over the name of GfeneraJ WaJi Shah 
So you disagree shouldn't we capture him"' I said 
Yaqc^i told me that neither he made a decision 
nor he said noit to capture. I said give him the 
receiver. Yaqobi told me that because of some 
courtesy ob9^a«e«» hf would not take the rece- 
>w.>.. ^hat to do, he ans^-ered 

tha,t we <nust take the decision. I said oieey 



., have picked 

up the receiyer when I required you a resolute 
decision, and should have told me: Nal^bullah 
I accompanied you in the batUe-flelds and stood 
with you whereever you sent me and took the 
haaarda of tolerating under condense missile bom- 
bardments in Khost when you ordered me to, I 
put myself in burning flames, what would have hap- 
pened had you given me only one man, even a traitor, 
perhaps before he eould have be courted, I 
would have killed him in Pasbtoon traditions, 
since he was ihy friend why didn't you act in this 
way?". 

'If the ordinary people submit tb the enemies, 
this is something dlffnrenl But that man was 
my comrade my General and' I had trusted upon 
him which he adulterated", said I, and this was 
my expectation. Moreover in that coup attempt 
in the Ministry of Defence a man named Alim 
Jan Chief of the Communication of the Ministry, 
as a part of the move, was bound by Gulbuddin 
to rise and assassinate Tanai himaelf. So T»nai's 
own protection was also a matter. Let the defence 
of the homeland his own life was also a matter. 
"Your own life iai matter and those who are to be 
your aasaaains how could you exipeot me to 
have pardoned?" I asked him. He professed that 
party-members never make coup attenspts, and I 
burst into laughter for th« fact thbt whatever 
bad have ao far been done w«pe, only Hie work 
of the party-men. 

•HiU was Haf izuUah AndD who revolted aga« 
Inat TarakI Sahib. Wasn't he a man of the party? 
He repeated that party people never recourse to 
coup attempts. When he rose up agalnot me 
he was alio t menotoer of the party. Neverthdeaa 
I continued talking wltfe him, however, and made 
him resign to kgic: Since he had no lo^cal arg- 
uments and by the time be waa leaving, he only 

f!!!!?i!S^ , ^^V^ ■ f*®* and 
•gainat Khalqia. Then he trenched himself in the 

pwmisea of the Ministry of Defence, aa did Mid>el 
lAowns in Lebanon. He ateeled WnMelf off there 
answering no telephone call receiving no mi- 
ddleman. I was informed that your Jirgah had 
•ho been rolled up at the Ume to be sent there. 
«« be unbendingly diaapproved. However ulti- 
nxately we had a get-together and a conciliator 
rapprochement was made. Whait was the centre- 
pieces of his request? Okey three-four generals 
only three generals should be released. Okey I freed 

upon. Tout gemnlt were released on that day's 
tomorrow. I propoaed that since they were 
traitors they should not be re-deployed he Ofcey- 
ed. It 16 a full truth and I don't lie. The other day 
a sitting was organized and there, he said that 
the generals had committed high treason and were 
jailed and the President only freed them to be 
responsive to my request and they had been clem- 
encied for the sake of morale in the army. 
He made appreciable points tiiere, in the meeting 
and the whole case was considered as closedi. 
Later, I was informed that the chief of the 
Tank Battalion of that Division who did 
not hear to him was changed and his own man 
waa placed instead, and the said conmnander 
was transferred else-where. I again called him up 
and asked him why. He only portrayed the affair 
as a routine readjustment. I asked him the 
magnitute of his organisational re-adjustments, 
he had made that far. And he said more than 
three thousands. "Who told you to do?" I said, "no- 
body" he answered. "A susceptible atmosphere of 
cynicism has now been created and everybody 
would voice out the atfair. Keep silence for some 
days and only then we would together make the 
re-adjustments." I aald. But he kept rolling. T^ere 
came up to my mind that he might have a def- 
inite purpose. As he feverishly looks for the 
Tank Battalion and he looks for air forces. 

I could have decreed that under the conting- 
ency fi^ition of iwar no tranafer is allowed with- 
<mt my coneent <^^n to ^ eorporftI% grade 



since it was a contingency and war situation. 

But I didn't do this since you, so to s^peaJc, 
made me a leader. How then could I stand ag- 
ainaft him and restrain all his mandates Then 
he would have laid bare in Jirgaha • and in eve- 
rywhere that he had been made rid off all 
authorities as a Minister of Defence, what prest- 
ige would have been remained for him being 
unauthorized to change a Colonel as was the law 
Wo. I didn't do this and I didn't taike back my confid- 
ence in him and I made clear to you that in the 
last rnoments he made the last-ditch decisions for 
launching some manouvring exercises. Comrades 
came to me and told me that tbe one ^ who made 
the first strike, would win the ground and rec- 
ommended me to move. I nejected that in my 
whole life I ahaU never make tiie first move, and 
diould I do this what then I would have to respond 
to the Afghan people, who would say that this 
waa Najibullah'a fiiat assault that made him 
flee to FMdatan. And the people would say: "NajTb 
you had in posseaaion every thing you liked, you 
had tlie kingdom, you were the President, the 
.General Secretary and why did jm XBBve <M(i i ^ 
against the Minister of Defence?". 

This, I will not do, but the comrades ai^ued tb- 
«t ^iriiat will hi^qien ibould he gain by hie first 
move. I aaid lliat hopefully he ' would not gain, 
ainoe we are in the ri^t aide and the God 
is with us aitd recited a military expression to 
them that "the best offensive was the staunchest 
defemoe". Told them to (prepare for unyielding defe- 
nce. Tanai was somr^w self-gratified Otherwise, 
i^oin the rank of a first Corporal in the 
Frontiers' Commando Unit where had staorted his 
ailitary Hfe, he had been prooiated to tiie rai^E 
a CoL General But he would aay that the minis- 
terial poat and tbe post of FaUt-Bureau mendieis- 
hip have not been bestowed by anybody on me, 
ttis waa to his own diligence. But befoze me, he 
also had tiiedeligenoe why tben be was not pro- 
moted to that post or to the post of the Chief 
of Ibe Staff? Why be was not a General and # . 
Politibureau member wbile he had the aelf-d«lmed 
deligence. All those promotiom Were given to Mia 
by me. I gave him the vigor in ponoance of 
«VM<ditoon traits. Hiie is why I tcdd you that 
beneefortti be U no more a Tanai, s&nee I gave hk» 
the muscle strength and he used egainst me. 

So, I said that I would not move out firat He 
^tl J^x.^^ he was a military man and 
-this Najibullah". he would contopt, "was a mere 
physical doctor. Only he iknows aoma woida to speak 
out to joumaliats and only. WmmM ^has 
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made tarn a «ipreine connnander". But wbalt ibe 
viable experfefwe of life brought fortfa as a proofs 
TWs orteiary dvilian doctor, thte talkative man 
€CJlr|ah who now atands here in your f rwi*, 
«nUed one of the ^reatert njilitary woifcs, greater 
than the move tn«de against Zahir Shah and 
Daod. While the lalr forces were also not on 
his aide. In the Fhitfppines on the contrary, M» 
lAiqaino who had attained the power through a 
aaiiartly ii ffa r a ii a confronted « coup attterapit The 
Atneriean air forees were uaedi en her aide, but 
WtU abe did not manage a control over the situatton 
for more Uma twenity days. Bat I z«4nBtituted 
aqr control' over (he situation in 24 bouna. This 
only I telj tfaet may ibt Ood Aknigbty inhi. 
fcttt oof tfmi$ « atnae «r iS»M» and aeU-graV 
ifieation. Hbm end of exuberance to bat, aelf> 
dettroction. Kow will yeu give me the right to 
defend as I must have bad, when he made the 
iwm lt? I only matde a defence move. 

Okey the sequence of events may pass off, 
but should il had had the first blow, today you mi- 
Kht have blamed me, and I mi^t have not been 
«ble to tiOk to yoa high-headedly. 

He eroded all likely arguments in my aga- 
inst innong the world people and among 
you people. There is an open book widely open to 
all, if you need reasons you can go to eveiy 
asphalted road make a tour of the cities' av- 
enues, how twenty metres deep wells are dug th- 
ere. What a better reason than the innocent hu- 
man kind buried' under the debris, you might 
ask me to present? "Rve advent started on Tuesday 
but before that on Friday I invited Shahnawaz 
along with Watanjar to my house and made the 
last-ditch discussions with him and now I would tell 
you this story while he also hears me and if 
really the question nobility and peerage matters to 
him, he must end hie life. Otherwise you see that 
taken from the US, Britain, Paikistan, Saudi Ara- 
bia, down to Wahabis are busy fighting ua let one 
Shahnawaz too, to join them. 

They were invited in my house, my wife co- 
uld not move around because of her leg pain but 
TBt ibe rose and said that it was the house 
of Pa^toon you had invited Tanai, and she 
prepared the traditional Afghani diet (Ashak). 

Toother wilb Watanjar, I talked to Tanai and 
told him: "Comrade: . where would end the way 

you are godngi? First, nobody will survive if this 
comes true, and second, suppose you won the gr^ 
oond, for how many days would you be able 



Since, in case we could do it one-sidedly, 
noting else would have been requeued. Peace 
and conciliation is needed so as the other forees 
coold be also called in. We annulled ttw nKixipoly 
.of power, if twenty posts are for us, let two 
posts for them, three for Ibem, half of the posts 
for them others may also could come. Now if you 
with a sin^e gro«^ whUe apart is also lost and 
suppressed, every other side is suppressed, you 
form a Military Council then bow could yon 
pniserve the power. When you couldn't preee> 
xve, it Iben where we will go? Will you go to 
Gulbuddin? He would certainly keep you for 
aome days, today too be wUl luep taim for certain 
dmy. Then be will nttl# the fi»t*wofd agabist 
yoa*. 

Be kept telling me that he was a wise 

general and would never stand against me. But 
J kept insisting what you may want of me? You 
want my position then tell me serious so that 
I convene the Politbureau session, the plenary 
seasion of the party and declare that no more, 
I would stay as Preeident and as a General- 
Secretary and this next young comrade will rep- 
lace me- But he told me no never speak that 
way, we could never Jind such a diligent lead- 
er, who is energitic, perserverant and vigorous. 
Then I said wiiat for, you resort to such ac- 
tions and how you would end that contradic- 
ti<m? He told me: "In tha| ease first I would 
perish physicaly and in etoe I survived, I 
shall be disgraced in the history and will 
become the second Amin, for my anchronism". 



I found his words as thoroughly "meaning- 
Ail and thought perluaps that I was wrong. 
After that FViday, only they were excessively 
self-grattted. 

TTitose airmen flew and pounded the coup- 
masters. One of the airmen v^Oie backbone was 
broken after hier carrier plane Mt a missile in 
Jalalabad and had only survived by dropping 
himself, he made ten flights over the whole 
night from Balkh. While a normal rate is only 
three flights a day. Another example: In the 
provinces excluding a small nun*er of elements 
even a single bomb drop by the airmen has not 
been recorded. But here, not all tlw units, all 
tbe others turned their faces from him. Oth- 
etiwise, had they entered the city, emmense 
piratic pltmders would have certainly taken place. 
Although we bad closed all the entrances to the 
city but the units themselves never made a 
move and in ttoe units those who were cog- 
nizai^ of their treason, they themselves threw 
Ibem away and even killed them replace! tiiem 
find th«i would telei^one to me that this and 
that unit is ready for service as per the 
orders. This all is the work of G<->d Almighty. I 
gave you the assurance that letters are pouring 
in from local opposition commariders keep 
telling me: Unitil yesterday we thought that you 
were raided from outside and we withstood, 
ifow defect that .we 'couldn't overrun in your 
against, aloi^ with the internal resistance this 
certainly istbeproof that Ihe God it wKh you 
and now we talce your way." 

I brought you the good news that the 
impure Uood is repelled out from the vien* 
and the infectious microbes have t>een made . 
xid away. The "body will become healthy, the 
Afghan people's love with you shall increaae. And 
all Ibe commanders will come to an understan- 
ding, and the peace is not far off. Those 
western countries with unchanged policies who 
thought that petbaps your state was unstable 
•nd fraught with intra-discorcls will soon 
change their policies and will officially offer 
their recognition. But 1 will not become proud 
of all these successes and you should not alia Our 
.way is to respond to the hunger for peace and 
security of ojur people. This we proved, that 
no power could take it by force, and I 
had, for many times, recited in different 
Jirgahs, verses from the Holy Quran but let 
us accordingly to tie up waists for the 
service of tiie God's servant*. Let us do what- 
ever services they would like us to. If they 
would like our post, our Presidential office 
or woxild prefer elections, let us take the 
policy to accept. And to deepen this idea I 
will further deepen the policy declared yesterday 
by me, but originally what was that policy 
which stood against the pdlicy-line that I 
had declared? What was my guilt? You the 
Afghan people's representative tell me. I on'iy 
said that there shouldi not be a sirigle-<par ty 
rule, is it a bad idea? I said not to safeguaj-d 
yourself with the force of Tanks and artill<;ry 
pieces and instead deservedly go to the peoiple 
and win their votes in free Elections, and it 
you ane afraid of being known «s a burg- 
lar, or as a despot, then let -fiie people repilace 
you. Is it a bad> idea? I said that those /Afgh- 
ans you made them to take refuge ou.tside 
the country for the fears of tanks and aln^afts 
petbaps they may love the homeJand more 
than you and me why do you call them as ti.'aitors 
to the homeland? You invite tbem to come 
and to take part in the reconstruction work. 
If those all Afghans are rallied aroun<d you, 
is it a bad Idea? I speak of national rriconclll. 
ation and it was said that a ^ hurdle fit there 
on the way, that is the Soviet troop's prev 
ence. So I said farewell to the Soviets bec- 
ause their presence were merely a pretext for 
barring Afghans from reconciliation, fntm n«t> 
ional unity. 

Was it a bad idea? 

I said Afghans iduNiKt stiaid on their own 
feet without calculating on other's power. 
Was ft a bad idea? 

In the time of the coup attempt, there was a 
telephone conveivation with the Soviet comrades 
and tbey aeiked me what help was needed. 



I will not conceal that from you and 
from the people of Af^anistan, it to nice that 
what-ever happens I clearly Inform my peo|^ 

In that telephone conversation, I thanked 
them, but said: "Be prepared in case Pakistan 
may be <A)sessed to maJie an assault or per- 
h^ other enemies from this side or that 
side might make an attadc. and only Iben, 
I would ask you for assisUnoe". ' ^ 

I told the Soviets that; if you oome now. 
while I myself is on the verge of winning then 
they will say that the f loviets won for him. 

The Soviets said if you are alive we also have 
our own political int*arests in Ithis. Can 
you win it? I said I won when you left and 
I could' win in similar way. Why: 

Over the whole length of the history, 
I said taking from Alexandar the Great to the 
time of the BriiOsh occupation, my forefa- 
^ thers struggled the e nemies out Neither the So- 
* viets nor any olbe r countries were with them. 
Then who won? Yoix A^hanistan must rely upon 
its own strength. Is It a bad poHcy-line? 

Only they T'jse against my this policy 
and they hyrled charges, as if I am selling 
out the party, us If I am going to Ekhwanis 
and as if I brin g back Mohammad Zaber Shah. 
They say that they made revolution and killed 
that massive i lumber of people for the sake 
of (that revo lution but he goes and brings 
him back. They say that as iflhavesold- 
out tbeir revolution and their ideology and 
this or Ifaal 

I am accused of all these charts, but tbey 
themselves moved and submitted to the most 
dangerous of all the most outrageous. to 
Gulbuddin. They yesterday accused me of going to 
Ghulbuddin. said, yes I go and sit to to gaither 
witti Gulbuddin in Mecca in Baitullafa but my 
policy was. drilled openly i^t covertly, then 
,what T am blamed' for? And w^hat for you are 
nervous? If you like the rUle, okey I can give 
it lawfully, we have Congress we have Plenum, 
we have the Party, we have the Loya Jirgah 
to convene. I declare in the parliament that 
{[ summoTi the Loya Jirgah and bring about 
some ehrmges in the state and there I could 
Announce my resignation. But he would say, no, 
me nevf ir leave you we could never find a man 
Jike yoii. But il said then what is the discard over? 

Yc>u were made a politbureaU' member, a Col. 
Gener al, a PDPA CC member a Minister of Def^ 
•nee, >i deputy of mine in the Supreme Com«n<r» 
and .''Headquavteis. What more you may wish %o 
§iiD ? I leave my poet also, but you rejected so 
#brit is the need of the bombardment? The 
bor nbingi were only desiigaed so as he could 
prove:; ; fcls services there aivd could say to them 
tfc*at not only the Ar« but the whole Kabul city. 
I raced to the ground and bombed the Indian 
»mbassy lad -Ihen liem I mtM to you- Why ibe 
.'Indian Xmbassy? BeoaUMoC the Indian difieie- 
Qces with Pakistan over Ihe Kashmir ptoUeia 
Tb mak* Ihe Pafctotanto nlease and to ptov* lM»' 
self A true moslci^ by kUlinc Hindoi. 

HebonAed thelete Abdul GhaCsr Xban^s 
house in Wadr Akbar Khan, where we eeaser- 
ved it lodced for the satce of homage to his 

departed soul you can go there and see ft 
looks as if no building existed there at all This 
is because he could say there that he pounded 
the place of the man who Was against you, aga- 
inst the Pakistani ISI against the intelligence 
network of Pakistan. From the be^nning he 
did not have any confidence in his triumph. 
J was silent and only was making Jirgahs. During 
the night time he ordered that his wife (be 
transferred to Bagram and she was transferred 
there, wtiat for? Siince, he was preparing for an 
ficape. nothing else. 

The membershiip card of the .Party was also 
throw away, the party that brought him up to 
the level of its Politbureau membership. He 
threw away his nulitary belt and uniform but he 
picked up state and military confidential top- 
secret documents and notes and structural orga- 
nisational confidentialities and took them alone 



to th« Pakictani InteUitfenoe and now ihe pre- 
/pares for servicing uad«r Gulbuddin's oomm- 
and (IS an ordinary conmander to igo to Khost 
■and •win that city. iSince in Khost our discrap- 
ancies shortfalls strong and weak points are 
known to him. Now if one's treason gets to such 
a point, how could you then call the affair as 
our own home's business? HThis general sfttvng 
here came to me and requested me to release 
Pacha Gul who was in jail for his (partisanshiip 
In that plot. I aaid, okey, I would release ixinu 
otiufr day, that Golateooi came to me to 
ihak« him a minifter, I aiked esteemed Husan 
Sharq to make him a Minister. Now he has gone 
there and suibmifted himself. Can you call him 
an Afghan son? Let us not talk about the 
PDPA. The PDPA is only 25 yeare 
Pakistan had been established 
before and before the formation 
thoae Pakistani* were against 
As an. Afghan, how could one alllyw himself to 
go there and fdl to the Punjabi's feet? Those 
Punjabis were forcefully made Muslims by our 
forefathers. Read over the history and start 
tfrom Ahmad Shah Baba, who for nine times 
raided them and occupied. Falling to their 
feet If I commit this, will you then consider me 
^our own son? He was not an Afghan he was not 
a Tanai. I pray to God to save alive the Tanais' 
•ave alive ithe Khoet, the whole Afghanistan 
■nd you. I pray to Godf to save you alive so 
that you bring up such a son in your cradle 
■Who U aafeguarding ta» homeland. 



old, while 
42 years 
of the PDPA 
the Afghans. 



outstanding artists 



If on that side he has made a great sh- 
ame for all, here on this side we have bro- 
ught about such a great pride that the history 
•will keep it honoured up to its end. 

homhat, mmmum n,um 



As per a proposal of 
the Cen'tral Coomcil oi 
the Union of the Artists' 
Association of Afghanis- 
tan, President Najibull- 
ah ha§ decreed the title 
of 'Mjeritorious Man of 
Culture' to the following 
artists on the occasion of 
the 25th founding anniv- 
ersary of the People's De- 
mocratic Party of Afgha- 
nistan: 

~ Dr. Mohammad Nairn 
Farhan, 

— Ustad Qurban Ali 
Khan A2izi, 

— Ustad Patch Moha- 
mmad Khan Sunaatgar, 

— U.'stad Mohammad 
Nabi, 

— Uf.tad Ahmad Bakh- 

sl». 

Based on the same dec- 
ree, 'tlie hiDnorary orders 
of tht; Republic have be- 
en aprproved for the Proj- 
ect Planning Central Ins- 
titutfj, Pine Arts Faculty 
of tfcie Kabul University. 



Afghian Films Institution, 
Kabul Theatrf, Music Ly- 
cee, Shafaq Film, the Ce- 
ntrjil Easemible of Tsara- 
ndoy, the Central tnse- 
mblie of Army, Gul-e- Su- 

rkh Ensemble, t he fine 
arts course of Ghulam 
Mohammad M aixnanagi as 
well as 41 out standing ar- 
tists of the coi Jntry. 

According to another 
report, the F 'resident has 
also approve d the honor- 
ary ordjsrs ^ .nd medals of 
the Republi c to 53 artists 
from Balkh. Herat, Farah 
Badakhshar i and Nangar- 
har provij ices. Moreover, 
six memfce rs of the arti- 
' Stic tr oupe of 
Hazarta Nationality 
jliave als o been toward- 
ed honor; try ordeirs as per 
the Presi dential decree. 




The Loyah Jirgah 
approved the draft 
amendments to the 
ROA Constitution. 
We will publish 
the amendments 
in the next issue. 



draft plan, 



stale bud«;et... 



The draft plan for the 
socio-economic growth 
for the year 1369 H.S. en- 
visages one per cent gro- 
wth in the gross product 
of africttlture over the 
plan of the outgoing ye- 
ar. The plan has called 
keen attention for the re- 
vival of the headdams, ca- 
nals, irrigation networks, 
and drainages as well as 
drilling tube wells for 
irrigation and drinking 
purposes in 1369 H.S. As 
many as 191 headdams, 56 
hj^fO-technical facilities 
and nine irrigation proj- 
ects are planned to be co- 
mpleted neset y«ir. 

The industries are esti- 
mated to record a growth ' 
of 12.9' c and the relative 
share of this sector in the 
overall, gross product of 
all sources wil] increase 
from 56.7% to 

58.6 7f. The gross pr- 
oduct of industrial, mine 
and energy sectors will 
have an increase of 9.3%. 

Effective steps have 
been taken and next ye- 
ar 56 industrial projects 
will begin to function in 
diverse spheres on the ba* 



sis of the encouraging 
and protective policy of 
the ^tate towards attrac- 
ting the capital of local 
and foreign private , entr- 
epreneurs and pavini? the 
ground for the credits ox 
friendly countries to be 
used for expansion and 
progress of industries. 

Taking account of the 
prices in the year 1357, 
fi.S. the industrial gross 
product will have an incr- 
ease of 19,6% as compar- 
ed with flfe-IShri^ year. 

Moreover, the gross pr- 
oduct of the handicraft 

industry will go up by 
4.6% and will contribue 

76''; in private sector's 
production and 41.6% in 
the country's industrial 
products. 

During 1369 H.S. effect- 
ive measure^; are to be 
taken for making max- 
imum use of the existing 
reserve-? of the active es- 
tablishments and reviv- 
ing the defunct ventures 
as \vell as for removing 
the problems faced by 
the industry. The transp- 
ort sector will b-e prima- 
rily targetted at timely 
transferring the produces 



and imported goods and 
its activities will mount 
through improving the 
economic and technical 
indices and other factors. 

In the communications 
■sphere, the main aim is 
the expansion and impr- 
ovement of the commun- 
ications services. 400 lin- 
es will be added to the 
automatic network and 
the overall capacity of the 
country's telephone, au- 
tomatic and ordinary, 
will reach 35900 lines. 

The plan for foreign tr- 
ade is envisaged to have 
an increase of lli.8'/< tak- 
ing in view the qualitat- 
ive and quantitative gro- 
wth of agricultural, ind- 
ustrial and mine produc- 
ts, and the availability of 
the equipment needed 
by developunent projects. 
There will be 26% increa- 
se in the export level and 
13.2'/,, in import. 

Based on the inciease 
of mdfcgeneous products, 
expansion of foreign grat- 
is aid and. extension of 
the retail networks, the 
plan for the turn-over of 
domestic trade, i-etail and 
wholesale, of state, coo- 
perative and mixed sect- 
. <^will huve an increase 



of 9%. 

Educational, academic 
and cultural activities 
will also be expanded 
and better health servi- 
ces will be programmed 
for the citizens. 

The volume of develop- 
ment investments will 
register an in arease of 
44'/<. Out of the overall 
development investme- 
nts , 85'/, will be 
spent in 274 trans- 
ferrable and levivable pr- 
ojects, 10.1'/, m 61 new 
projects and lA'/, in 62 
.research and project-ina- 
king schemes. As a result, 
over 120 projects will be 
completely or partially co- 
.mmission.ed. The realiza- 
tion of the plan targets 
of 1369 HS will piovide 
the possibilities for a 
harmonized growth ctf 
all component sectors of 
the national economy and 
the gross domestic prod- 
uct and the national inc- 
ome (produced) will ha- 
ve consequently an increa- 
'^e of 12.5 and 11.8% res- 
pectively. 

MARCH 18, 1990 



Prt sidfBt i 

abolishfs a 
previoiv dtcret - 

\ PKsident Najibullah 
ha* ittued a decree on 
.tte aboUtion of decree 

No. 7 ; , 

, Teart: 
' Article 1: 

^ While the. high prin- 
dples Qif the sacred rel- 
teton of Ultm, tbeAfg. 

and Islamic trad- 
itlooa «re the baaic of 
action of the BfipubUe 
« Afghapiatan. the dec- 
ree No. 7 on the dow- 
«y and ezpenaea of ma- 
ni&ge, pubiiahed on 27th 
•f Mizaa. 1867 HS in 
we official Gazatte No. 
^ i» abdJahed, inacc 
ordanee with the arti- 
Na 2 and 148 of the 
Constitution of the Re- 
public of Afghaniatan. 
Article 2: 

The doweay and exp. 
euAcs of marriage are 
subject to the civU and 
enforced laws in the 
countrj'. 
Article 3: * 
ITie decree is enfo- 
rced from the da,te of 
its approval and be pu- 
blished in official Gaza- 
tte. 

NaJlbnlUh, Prtrtdent of 
the Republic of AfeW 
Istan. 
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Qudsia stands first in the recent contest 



The programme for idr 
ection of the meritorious 
girl of the year 1388 H5. 
jomtly sponsored by 
the Ministi^ of Education 
and the central coinnu- 
tt€€ of the Democratic 
Youth Organisation • of 
Ai^hamstan (DYOA) 
was organised at the In- 
tercontinental Hotel on 
the 22-24 of Saur. (12-14 
May). The contest which 
attracted 190 beautiful, 
well-educated, cultured 
and elgible girls was 
the first time to be org- 
anised in the country. 

In the contest, Qudsia 
Baharak, stewardess at 
the Ariana Afghan Airl- 
ines, which met the req- 
uirements of the merito- 
rious girl of the year 1369 
UB stood at top in the 
contest. 

The KT reporter has 
interviewed Qudsia in 
this connection which is 
presented below: 

Q: What yrere the ma- 
in Abjective behind the 
contest and how It ^ took 
shape? 

A: I think, the object- 
ive behind the contest 
was to demonstrate mo- 
ral behaviour, hobbies 
and cultural * abilities, 
and to grow the talents of 
the young girls and pre- 
pare the ground for heal- 
thy competitions and fi- 
nally raising the cultural 
standards in the country 
that was in full conform- 
ity with the national pec- 
uliarities of the country. 

Q: Who encouraged yon 
to enter the contest and 
how much, yon expected 
to be successful? 

A: Laila Zarif , the head 
of the stewardesses dep- 
artment of the AAA enc- 
ouraged me to enter the 
I contest, as she had gained 
' the same honour 17 years 
back. I am proud • that 
among 190 girls I got the 
first position and the title 
^ th^ dieiitoriotXs girl of 
the year 1369. I will en- 
deavour to kef p the hon- 
Qurary title in future too. 




which any name is writt- 
en as well. 

Q: What is your mess- 
age to other Afghan girls? 

A: I want to say that 
it is the sacred and patri- 
otic mission of all Afghan 
girls wherever they are 
to accomplish their ass- 
igned duties with a sense 
of responsibility and ded- 
ication and in full confor- 
mity with the high-inter- 
est of the country. I wish 
peace and security prev- 
ail soon in the country 
so that our people would 
find, the opportunity of re- 
building their country. 

Habdba, the mother of 
Qudsia and a worker of 
the Dosti school said: She 
is very happy that her 
daughter gained the title 
of the meritorious girl 
of the year. Her success 
and the honour she ga- 
ined does not belong to 
our family alone. 

It is the honour of my 
country and the people as 
^ whole. 'I wish, she add- 
ed, that every Afghan 
girl would gain the abil- 
ity to be an example am- 
ong her compatriots. It is 
a sacred duty of all Afgh- 
an girls to demonstrate 
themselves as dedicated 
daughters and respect the 
traditions and the honours 
f the country. 
(Shukria Kohistani) 
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' Q: Please elaborate on 
the level of your educat- 
ion, what persuaded you 
to select the occupation 
of stewardess? 

^: I was graduated fr- 
om Aisha Durani hi^ 
school. I am 18 years old, 
and after undergoing a 
certain period of fM>»i- 
inary training I was acc- 
epted as a stewardess at 



the AAA. I was very mu 
ch kttetested in this occ 
upation and I enjoy work- 
ing here. I feel comfort 
when I am honestly ser- 
ving a passenger on a 
trip in the aeroplane. I 
am of the opinion that a 
stewardess must be kind 
enough and serve the pa- 
ssengers as members ci 
her/his faimily. 

Q: Please etncidatc on 
the conditions and norms 
tluit were specified in the 

contest? 

A: The conditions for pa- 
rticipation in the , contest 
beside physical fitness 
and beauty, were moral 
behaviour, possession of 
good social character, fa- 
miliarisation with occup- 
ations such as (tailoring, 
cooking, language, writ- 
ing, sports, and home ec- 
onomics etc.). Out of the 
above vocatione I can cla- 
im to be rather good voU- 



eyiballist as I retained 
team leader position in 

the Aisha Durani lycee 
for several years and I 
am familiar with several . 
foreign languages as 
well. I am well-versed in 
Pashtu and i^glisfa lan- 
guages. Currently I am 
trying to learn French 
and Arabic languages as 
well, because as a stewar- 
dess I need to know a 
nuniiber of languages to 
better serve my guests. 

Q: How many girls 
participated to the contest 
and how you i^ined tlie 
first iMxsition. 

A: The number of canr 
didates who initially en- 
tered the contest were 
190 altogether. After the 
first assessment only 90 
were able to participate. 
In the second assessment, 
(iO and finally only 10 
were to pita first, second 
and third positions and 

36 



another seren gained the 
title of outstanding girls 
of the year. 

Q: What were the awa- 
rds for the first position 
and how you were welco- 
med by tike enthusiasts? 

A: My award was 
100,000 Afs. in cash, a go- 
lden crown and the first 
grade honourary diploma 
of the central committee 
of the DYOA and . the 
Ministry of Education. A 
one-month trip to one of 
the friendly countries 
was also promised to be 
arranged for nie by the 
Peace, Solidarity and Fr- 
iendship Organisation of 
Afghanistan. 

It is worth noting that 
a number of Kabul taU- 
ers promised to stitch my 
cloth free of charge and 

nlei nte'l 'mmm^t 



rHnaniQLQsv 



4/4 - KT - Mmt. tfeie abortive coup in 
141^1,:; last '^liiifttli>4 'i^ persons were ar- 
rested & charged with taking te ethe 
plot. 58 have been released; none so 
far have been executed (see 5/21) . [Na- 
jibullah gives his version beginning on 
p. 32 .] 

4/9 - KT - Damage from the coup attempt 
included the destruction of 230 shops, 
4 "commercial serais," 9 restaurants, 55 
houses & 282 rooms. "Hundreds of thou- 
sands of glasses of public & private' Es- 
tablishments have been smashed." 



4/24 - Frontier Post - 



may 



^/li •* Washington Tines - Pakistan 
(see p. 8 ) . 

^/^^ " AFGHMews (Jamiat) - Dr. Sadat 
Shti:air«l, a tmm^c ' ' th& Afghan Mfllat 
party, w&b. killed by unknown assailants 
in Peshawar on 3/27. He was Directoi: 
of the Afghan Aid Assn. & a 
the Afghan Doctor's Unity. 

- The AIG Ministry of Mines & Industries 
opened a blanket-weaving factory in Pe- 

ti#%?ar. The f«e|ory, which would employ 
Afghan refugees, eottM prdduce over 
20,000 blankets per year. 

- A shortage of volunteers willing to k 
serve in Kabul has postponed the yjgopen- 
ing of the French Embassy there. 

- The Kabul regime told UN officials 
tWe'W^W'W^^oxin^s W^lfihanistan"' 
have been destroyed & that another 18% 
need repair. 

- PT - Daud Ghazniyan is the new ROA Am- 
bassador to the USSR, replacing Sayed 
Moh d Gulabzoy. - 



u.i HMi »ppie TueEi t& 
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hJlS - LAT - Regarding US use of mine- 
sniffing dogs to detect mines in Afghani- 
stan (see 5/1) , Sadruddin Aga Khan wrc^'t 
US Ambassador Oakley that the project 
violated the dog's animal rights; that 
mines placed by humans should be removed 

20 ) . ' - - 



4/21 - KT - 
established 
ters (see p 

4/23 - Frontier Post 
US, 



A new work 
by the ROA 
25). 



schedule has been 
Council of Minis- 



by humans (see p. 

4/29 - SCMP - Big 

KABUL: A convoy carrying 
weapons and ammunition 
blew up near the interna- 
tional airport in Kabul when 
flares fired by Afghan troops 
to celebrate a Muslim festi- 
val ignited one of the trucks. 

The convoy, parked for 
the night seven kilometres 
SQuth ^of the airport, was 
traftii^rting "food, weap- 
ons and ammunition" to 
camps in the outskirts of Ka- 
bul province, an ofYlcial 
spokesman said yesterday. 

He said only two trucks 
oi .ti|i7@oavoy were loaited 



blast for Eid: 

with ammunition and arms 
and they were both de- 
stroyed in what he described 
as an accident. 

"It was not an ammuni- 
tion dump that exploded. 
There were no casualties," 
the spokesman said, dis- 
counting unconfirmed re- 
ports that a military muni- 
tions depot had blown up. 

Troops in almost every 
garrison camp shot flares 
into the air for an hour to 
celebrate the coming of Eid 
- the last day of the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan 
sctae^Ml^ end today. 



(Peshawar) - The 



through AID, donated 93,000 apple 
tree seedlings to farmers inside Afghani- 
stan. The gift, made to commemorate 
Earth Day, will go to farmers in Ghazni 
i' Logar Provinces. {§l©'''%^lij|iyi' article 
on p . 13 ] . 



4/30 - LAT - Mark Fineman writes that the 
resistance may have killed more of each 
other than the enemy in recent months 
(see p . 11 ) . 

BIA reports that extremists have "fired 
sporadically" on security posts in Khost 
k ^^hdahar, but "The situation in other 
^parts of the country is normal." 
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5/1 - AFGHANews - Reportedly the Soviets ' 
have increased the number of their mili- 
tary advisors to 500. Before the Tanai 
coup there were 300, stationed in Kabul, 
^^^!^- & Kunduz. :» . . 

-vihe AIG Health Ministry lias %&s^^^€r"' 
the Freedom Medicine Training Program &, 
within a year, will assume all the act|.- 
vities of FM in Afghanistan. 

- Gen. Hasamuddin Hasam is the new ROA 
Deputy Minister for State Security (WAD) . 
Sfe replaces Gen. Razminda who was kill- 
ed in Herat last month. 

- US Special Envoy to the Resistance 
Peter Tomsen said that 40 mine-detect- 
ing dogs are working with mine-detect- 
ing teams in Afghanistan. In a week the 
dogs detected 1,000 mines in Paktia (see 
4/28 & p.20 ). , " 

* PT - Over S,§©0 Af^tati fifugees attack- 
ed a community center for widows & or- 
phans run by Shelter Now Int'l, a relief 
agency, at the Nasir Bagh camp. The at- 
tack came after inflammatory statements 
were made at Eid prayers in a camp mosque, 
i-'^illminated a series of allegations made 
against the program since it began last 
November (see 5/3, 6/16 & p;. 22). 

5/2 - 114 - Congratulatory messages on 
thB 12tli anniversary of the April Revolu- 
tion came from 16 states & political or- 
ganizations including Libya, Syria, the 
PLC, North Korea, Hungary, Angola, Cyprus, 
Romania, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mexico, 
Poland, Yugoslavia, Cuba & Mongolia. 

- Abdul Rahim Latif is chairman of a com*- 
mission to create an agenda for an up- 
coming Loya Jirgah in Kabul. 

- Najibullah will end the State of Emer- 
gency on 5/4 (see p.25 ). 

- There has been severe flooding in Nim— 

, It ■ :.- ■ 



5/3 - BIA - Afghanistan has complained 
to UNESCO about British & Saudi citi- 
zens who are allegedly looting histori- 
cal sites in Nangarhar. 

- Frontier Post - Party leaders, elders, 
imm^ i*.|«telmistratGrs met at Nasir 
Bagh camp to discuss the attack on 
Shelter Now (see 5/1). The elders said 
that SNI was involved in acts totally 
repugnant to Islam & Afghan culture & 
that they had complained before about 
the organization's activities (see p. 19). 
- NYT - Robert Pear writes that the US & 
the USSR are exploring a new approach to 
the Afghan issue. Moscow would accept 
elections to choose a new gov't & the US 
would let Najibullah run for president 
if he first surrendered power. 



FRESH SUPERPOWER MOVE TO 
SOIVE AFGHAN —imwO 



1 \t -(%■: 




Frontier Post 5/5 



roz Province. 

- KT - In accordance wil^^^^rticle 5 of 
thm iOA eonstttutloitt, M^ffeiillah grartife# 
permission for the establishment of the 
Hezbullah Organization of Afghanistan. 

5/3 - 9IA - Operation Salam & the USSR 
siga®i m, agreement for m locust control 
project in Balkh, Jauzjan, Fariab, Herat, 

Badghis & Kunduz Provinces. The USSR 

will fund the project with gratis aid. 

- The daily Pay am reported that the US 
gave $13. 5m to the UN for humanitarian 
aid for Afghanistan. 



5/4 - BIA - The Council of Ministers ap- 
proved an increase in the allocations of 
wheat, vegetable oil & sugar (7,3 & 3 kgs 
per month, respectively) for all coupon 
holders in Afghanistan. 

- Thirty-five Afghans received certifi- 
cates of achievement for the football 
trainer's course held 2 weeks ago in Kabul. 

- The Revolutionary Organization of the 
Working People of Afghanistan (ROWPA) 
will change its name to the Movement of 
Democracy in Afghanistan. Mahbubullah 
Kushani is the party's First Sec'y. 
(The 5/4|,.^j^i^^.of AFGHANews put it thi® 

^^y- SAZA, a faction of the Setam-i-' 

SAZA, the Organization of ToUers MiUi (National Depression PartyX , . 
of Afghanistan, was renamed NIDA, promoted a Soviet-style * 

^ rammunist revolutkm in Afghanistan. 



the Moven^t $m 



Afghanistan. 



The faction has some influence in the 
north of Afghanistan and has estab- 
lished some garrisons along the border 
with the Soviet Union. ^ 



A 



5/6 - HYT - The Afghan 
Gov't appealed to the 
US to drop its embargo 
on contacts with Kabul. 
For. Min. Abdul Wakil 
said that "the time is 
rigfcm- i^"^|I^N^*^--4 that 
pT-^^ti^.tmi&iMW^mM up 
if the US would talk 
directly to the Kabul 
leaders. V ^^ere is no' 

Reason for the US to 
refuse to talk to a 
gov't that occupies a 

■mm%--*M-Wm'^- &jwith> 
which it still main- 
tains diplomatic 
relations. "L. 



Abdul VVukir 



A8Mciat«dlBpi 



5/8 - Frontier Post - 



KABUL StEKS DIRECT 
-V TAIK WITH US— (rte«0 




5/9 - BIA - The Afghanistan Workers Vanguard 
Organization (AWVO) has changed its name to 
Unity of Peace & Progress Fighters of Afghani- 
stan. Zahman GuJ,^|^a^|4^1^ p.arj;^'s E^irst 
Bee y. ' ' 

- "^'f rench doctor was killed in a rebel attack 
on the Yaf t«a feigtftt 'ih Badakhsfeiai 'f'days 

^/^^ P'T - In order to get jobs in Pakistan, 
40 graduattii 'if Kabul Medical College are 
awaiting clearance in Peshawar from 'feM*F^ki- 
Stan Medical Council. Some of the graduates 
are rumored to have "fake degre«#-~ which needed 
scrutiny & authentication." 

- BIA - The Council of Ministers will appoint 
commissions to assess ROA educational policies 
& curriculum. Najib wants results by August. 

- Anwar Katawazi is the Chairman of the 
Muse^i^ & Historical Monuments Commissiori, re- 
cently established to i^|^|,^^^j^^^ situ- 



5jion & protect historical monuments. 
'-'I *'gala scientific function" was 
held at Kabul U. to honor the martyr- 
dom of Dr. S.B. Majruh who was kill- 
ed in Peshawar 2 years ago. 
- The Peace Front of Afghanistan has 
been established as a broad political 
organization. All parties, organi- 
sations » commanders, mujahideen, re- 
fugees, national political & reli- 
gious figures, "as well as scientists, 
have full right of participation in 
the Front at present & afterwards 
when the Front practically corns mto 



existence . 



5/12 - PT - The AIG has realized that 
it must become more flexible or the 
future of Afghanistan will be de- 
cided by Outside powers. Some muja- 
hideen are pleased with Najib 's . 
lifting of the state of emergency ^ 
his announcement that ttui PDPA wiil 
relinquish its monopoly on power, 
"provided Najib remains sincere in 
this regard." The AIG may consider 
Najib's proposals & may soon reach a 
concensus (minus Gulbuddin) . "In ' ■ 
such a case the reconelliatory efforts 
of the superpowers will become use- 
less & the Islamic world will once 
again get a chance to use its 
influence. " 

'- The Economist - Medecins sans Fron- 
tier is Withdrawing all of its 
i^rkers from Afghanistan after ofte 
of its doctors was shot. dead in a 
Jl^^pg^l near Eaizabad on 4/28 (see5/9) . 

i#ia5 - PT - Galbtiddin said the interim 
gov ' t should be given a mandate to 
hold elections within 6 months (see pl^) 

- AFGHANews - Najib appointed Sultan 
Ali Keshtmand as First Vice President 
of the ROA. Fazel Haq Khaliqyar will 
b€ the new Prime Minister (see 5/20 

& pp. 27-31). 

- Najibullah revoked Decree #7, passed 

35. ) . 

5/20 - PT - The new ROA Prime Minister 
i# ^ing treated for injuries received 
last month in a mujahideen attack. 
He also appears to be struggling to 
^f ind enough support to be regarded as 
"independent." Khaliqyar asked Prof. 
Ashgar of the Nat'l Salvation Society 
'"fet support. Ashgar refused, tf^i^ ' a'? 
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5/21 - PT - Rockets hit the German Em- 
bassy building in Kai>uJ^^ff,^1^©|i ftk#ir 
areas of the city. 

- Ghulam Dastigar Panjsheri & Saleh Moh'd 
Zeray reportedly were executed for their 
roles in the March coup. Najib sackel 7 
of the 18 Politburo members & 24 CC mem- 
bers. (See p. 31. ) . 



X^any soldier with me ? 




- BIA - The new R.QA Cabinet was announced 
(see pp. 27-31). 

- I«fe^l"%iow hat 23,000 atitoma tic tele- 
phone lines. The Kabul-Paris 'eircait is 
completed & work on the Kabul-London & 
Kabul-Delhi channels is underway. Lines 
exist from Kabul to Parwan, Logar, Pul-i- 
Khumri, Maidan Shar, Kandahar, Hair a tan, 
Jauzjan, Faryab, Sar-i-Pul, Aqcha & And- 

5/22 - The Asmaii bread & cookie factory 
opened for bus in#iir*ift Kabul. Built with 
Soviet assistance j ttve factory will fi*e- 
duce 3 tons of bread |« 1-6 tons of 
^©ookies daily. 

5/23 - BIA - The Industrial Bank of Af- 
ghanistan & UNDP signed documents for as- 
sistance to 210 handicraft product,^osi| 
units in Kabul & Mazar-i-Sharif . 

- There were more rocket attacks on Kabul 
i fighting was reported in Jalalabad, 
Kandahar, Klost, 'M^fehaf f'TCalat. 

5/27 - BIA - Najib appointed 50 representa- 
tives to the upcoming Loya Jirgah. ' ^""^ 

- PT - The US AID-spohsored Afghan Con- . 
struction & Logistics Unit has 3 construc- 
tion crews & 1 bridge-building crew w<|rMag 
in^4l^hanist;^ 4##e .fi. 

5/28 BIA - the li^.-.^to^^i-- eaU«*i'jio 
amend the Constitution, began t&Mf, i 



5/28 - BIA - Since the announcement of 
the policy of Nat'l Reconciliation, 
over 250,000 Afghans have returned ho^e, 

- PT - Although . 
Kabi Mohamraedi, 
Gailani & Mujed- 
dadi continue to 
>see a possible fu- 
ture role for ex-King 
Zahir Shah in the 
future of Afghanistan, 
Gulbuddin called 
him the prototype 
of Najib; Rabbani 
said the ex-King was 





"proof of the catastrophe | 
imposed on the Afghan people 



5/29 - BIA - The Loya Jirgah ended. Con- 
stitutional amendments were approved for 
the Preface & to Articles 1,5,7,9,19,23, 
27,56,75 & 77. Articles 6,12 & 26 were 
"omitted." [Text In the September issue.] 
- -A workshop on mobilizing women in the 
i»tt'l development process began in Kabul 
under the auspices of the Planning Minis- 
try, the All-Afghan Women's Council & 
UNDP. 



5/30 - PT - Diplomats report that Moscc^. 
has stepped up delivery of weapons & 
ammunition to Kabul in the past 2 weeks 
as heavy fighting has drained stockpiles. 
Cal IL-16 ' transport land daily at 

Kabul airport, double the number landing 
2 weeks ago (see 6/21). 

5/31 - XAf - Mark Fineman writes that 
Kabul is looking towards the Washington 
summit meeting for help in ending the 
ghan wt^ (see p. i4 )• 

;'F.tibe . June issue of the Afghan Forum/Net- 
worker cites a US State Dept. official as 
saying on 5/31 that a compromise had been 
reached in which Najibullah will not run 
as an incumbent. 

fWe object to thig above publication's 
use of Afghan Foriim in its title. We 



hope future. issues will be 
Afghan Networker . ] 



Led^the^ 
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6/5 - BIA - Prime Minister Khaliqyar told Afghan traders 
& tat*S^||«i«^#, that tJle gov' t will "expel fl*^ the tr^de 
sphere those opportunistic elements pfft^gf tMif 1^!^;^^ 
interests. . .as well as those wlio, by using th«ir..| 
are hajnpering trade a^ffairs." 




6/16 - Thor Armstrong, 

Chairman of Shelter Now, 
"l^T^^Nttr^' the target of 
■ M. t-!Sh&&^4M%ir- -Wb was not 

seriously huIf|■■"f^^■■J^i^s::^■ 

5/3 & p. 22). 



6/21 - _ 
sales to 



NYT 



6/7 - BIA - "The Rahman Baba, Pushtu 
Poet, Spring Poetical Contest was held 
by the Cultural Council of Kabul U. & 
the Assn of the Young Afghan Writers." 

- The Int'l Monetary Fund has agreed 
to resume its aid to Afghanistan. 

- Najibullah instructed haj pilgrims 
to greet Afghans from other countries 
& tell them "that the ground is pa^ed 
for their return & their houses, lands ' 
& gardens are waiting for them." 

- The High Commission for Combat Against 
Drugs, chaired by Gen. Moh'd Rafie, held 
Its first meeting. 

6/8 - BIA - The Council of Ministers 
gave importers of primary goods permis- 
sion to use a rate of Afs. 550 per US$ 
in order to increase supplies of soap, 
ghee, milk & medicine, as #ell as to 
stabilize the rate of convertible 
foreign currency & prevent price rises. 

6/9 - BIA - Twenty Tata buses, pur<*lsits#d ^ 
from India, "started their operations in 
different directions of Kabul city," 

- An ice-making factory began operations 
in Kandahar. The plant, run by "the pri- 
vate capital of Haji Abdul Wahed, pro- 
duces 1,S&0 packs of ice daily." 

6/10 - BIA - An ROA MiG-21 crashed near 
Microrayon killing the pilot & injuring 
.6. Four apartments & i wfet€l«S mve 
damaged. 

- The first haj pilgrims left on Ariana 
Airlines. The ROA provides an Afs. 200,000 
subsidy per pilgrim to assist with thf 

air fare. 



-Although arms 

3rd world countries 

decreased sharply last 

year, Afghanistan ranked 

2nd (after Saudi Arabia) 

in the list of buyers with 

$3. 8b worth of deliveries, 

mainly from the USSR. 

The Congressional Research Service 
reported a huge increase in arms deliv- 
eries to Afghanistan, from $2.5 billion 
in 1982-85 to $9.1 billion in 1986-89. The . • 
weapons have enabled the Kabul Gov- 
ernment to hold off guerrillas armed 
by the United States. 



2 court cases link Valley firm, CIA 
to weapons shipment for Afghan rebels 



By MARK BARNHILL 
Daily News Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Chartered 
by a San Ffemando Valley weap- 
ons dealer and laden with 60,000 
aging bolt-action rifles, the Dan- 
ish freighter M.V. Ardua steamed 
out of Bombay, India, in 1983 
and into the dark recesses of the 
global arms market. 

The ship headed into the Ara- 
bian Sea under the cover of con- 
flicting paperwork that showed 
Its military cargo headed for Por- 
tugal, the United Kingdom or the 
United States, depending on 
which documents were reviewed. 

Ultimately, the rifles escaped 
international controls and are 
thought to have reached Afghan- 
istan as part of a massive CIA 
operation to arm the anti-Soviet 
Mujahedeen guerrillas, according 
to court documents. 

Today, that shipment is the fo- 
cm 1^ court cases on two conti- 
ttettts that accuse the CIA of us- 
ing a Northridge firm — 
Sherwood International Export 
Corp. headed by munitions 
dealer Michael D. Kokin — as a 
conduit for multimillion-dollar 
covert arras transfers around the 
world. « • 9 

Whispers linking Sherwood to 
the CIA peaked after Kokin bro- 
kered the deal that two ftderal 
court lawsuits now contend was 
part of a massive CIA covert opera- 
tion the shipment of 60,000 Lee 
Enfleld rifles from Bombay aboard 
the M.V. Ardua. 

The two suits were filed in U.S. 
District Court in Baltimore by a 
British arms merchant who helped 
set up the deal and a U.S. banker 
who drafted the lettm oTctedit to 

Ottt 1^ rifles 



were purchased as part of a clan- 
destine U.S. operation to aid the 
Afghan rebels m their war against 
Soviet troops who invaded Afghan- 
istan during the last week of 1 979. 

President Carter approved the 
initial covert aid in early 1980, 
about six weeks after the Soviet in- 
vasion, and the program was con- 
tinued and expanded under Presi- 
dent Reagan with support from 
Congress. 

Initially, the rebels were provid- 
ed with weapons from outside the 
U.S. arsenal so that American ofTi- 
cials could deny supplying them. 

But by the mid-198(>i, as details 
of the program increasin^y leaked 
out. Congress openly formed a bi- 
partisan task force on A^jhanistan 
to determine what suppliei the 
guerrillas needed. 

Reagan signed a dassified ordei 
in 1983 declaring that the Soviet; 
should be driven from Afghanistai 
"by any means necessary," which 
allowed the CIA to send more so- 
phisticated Western-made yHtvpfm 
to the rebels. 

Congressional leaders have since 
acknowledged many details of the 
operation, following the Soviet 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. i 

"The policy of the U.S. govern- 
ment under the last three presi- 
dents has been to support the Af- 
ghan Mujahedeen in their lon^ fight 
against an invading Soviet military 
force and against the puppet r^me 
installed in Kabul by the Red 
Army," House Intelligence Com- 
mittee Chairman Anthony C. Bei- 
lenson said in a column published 
by Post last October. • « « 

Beiienson said in an interview 
that he does not know whether the 
60,000 Enfield rifles purchased by 
Sherwood International Export 
Corp. in 198:^ wound up in the 
CIA's pipdine to Afghanistan. 
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Pakistan raising army 

to audi fiamed Afghan rebel 



By Richard 



Pakistan's military intelligence is 
Organizing a conventional army 
from Afghan refugees, not to topple 
fhe Marxist regime in Kabul but to 
elimmate a popular leader of Af- 
ghanistan's rebel forces, three U.S. 
officials said yesterday. 

More than 2,000 young Afghans 
selected from refugee camps in 
Pakistan and who are loyal to the 
afft**l^iert*'^ firebrand Gulbuddin 
Hckmatyar are being trained in 
modem methods of warfare in an 
arda close to Peshawar, the officials 
said. Peshawar, a Pakistani border 
town, has served as exile headquar- 
ters for the Afghan resistance. 

Until now, most Afghan rebels, or 
mujahideen, have used only hit-and- 
run guerrilla tactics and have been 
unschooled in the methods of con- 
ventional or urban warfare, in which 
they could take and hold important 
locatkHis. 

The new troops will be dispatched 
to a region of northern Afghanistan 
controlled by Ahmad Shah Massoud, 
the only resistance leader to have 
Ibrged a sophisticated, mechanised 
army, said the administration offi- 
cials and reliable Afghan resistance 
sources. 

Mr. Massoud, known as the Lion 
of Panjshir, has also built a large ci- 
vilian infrastructure across his re- 
gion. He is widely recognized as the 
only resistance leader with a serious 
organization at both the civil and 
military level, say aid workers and 
other independent observers in 
Pakistan. 

But the fiercely independent 
commander has repeatedly refused 
to follow orders from Pakistan's in- 
telligence agency, which coordi- 
nates foreign aid to the mujahideen 
and directs their operations. 

Consequently, Pakistan's military, 
which distributes the U.S.-financed 
arms to the Afghan resistance, has 
cut Mr. Massoud off from supplies 
i»r more than a year, the guerrilla 
leader and U.S. officials said. 

Reports of the new "anti- 
Massoud" army come at a time when 
a group of mujahideen command- 
ers, including Mr Massoud and 
famed Kabul-area resistance leader 
Abdul Haq, have been planning a 
*shura" or general council of resis- 
tance military leaders inside 
Afghanistan, U.S. officials have 
learned. 

The idea is to take up the slack left 
by a failed resistance govemment- 
in-exile that was cobbled together 
by Pakistani intelligence last Febru- 
ary at the ame of the Soviet with- 
drawal from Afghanistan. 

Senior U.S. officials privately ad- 
mit that the body, known as the Af- 
ghan Interim Government (AIG), 
has been a massive failure. 

In a series of interviews in 
Afghanista.1 late last year, Mr. Mas- 



' ^ud outlined the military comm«r# ' 
council idea as part of his long- 
standing blueprint for ousting the 
Kabul government. 

"But there already are indications 
that the Pakistanis are desperate be- 
cause of the failure of the interim 
government and are trying to co-opt 
the military shura idea," a resistance 
official close to Mr. Massoud said 
yesterday 

Parallel to that, officials said, is 
Pakistan's cooperation with Mr. 
Hekmatyar in planning a conven- 
tional army to counter Mr Mas- 
soud's forces, which now number 
close to 10,000. 

It is the latest in a long string of 
aittacks and conspiracies against the 
Massoud group, which is 
the Supervisory Council. 

Most have been carried out by Mr. 
Hekmatyar's followers with what 
many experts in the area have said 
is the approval of a section of Paki- 
stan military intelligence. 

The most serious in a chain of 
attacks was perpetrated in July 1989 
when Mr. Massoud's followers were 
massacred in an ambush by Mr 
Hekmatyar's men at "ftngi Farkhar 
in northern Afghanistan. Eight of 
Mr. Massoud's most senior officers 
and more than 20 elite mujahideen 
were tortured and slain in theatcai^ 

The guerrilla commander who 
carried out the massacre, Sayad 
Janlal, was a member of Mr. Hek- 
matyar's Hezb-i-Islami party. He 
was later convicted of murder by iui 
Islamic court and hanged akmg Wil3t 
one of his brothers. 

Mr Jamal told investigators that 
he was merely following ordera 
from a regional Hezb-i-Islami com- 
mander, Bashi]>i-Chaiob. The newly 
trained army of 2,000 will be dis- 
patched to Mr. Bashir's region where 
he will lead them, the officials said. 

They are expected to be ready fbr 
action by the spring, which is the 
start of the fighting season in 

Afghanistan. 
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PESHAWAR - For future historians, last months' coup 
attempt against the Kabul regime, and its aftermath, will 
mark the end of Afghanistan's jihad. This month a US 
newspaper report on Pakistani military intelligence activities 
has dispelled any remaining doubts: the struggle Tor Afghan i?€> 
self-determination has devolved into a naked scramble for 
power among local warlords and their foreign backers. 

In the wake of his failed — 

takeover, former Knbul de- line Khalq faction of the ruling 
fence mini.ster Shahnawaz party, made common cau.se 
Tamy.%9ml^^m^^^l^mi^ radical fundamentalist 



Gulbuddin Hckmatyar, his 
ideological polar opposite 
among mujahideen leaders. 
The alliance enjoyed the fer- 
vent support of Pakistanis 
military intelligence men, as 
do most of Gulbuddin's pro- 
jects; and implicit backing by 
American officials as well. 

Then on April 11 The 
Washington Times quoted "US 
officials" who said that the In- 
ter-Services Intelligence 
branch of Pakistan's military is 
training a secret force of 
Afghan mujahideen, not to at- 
tack the Kabul regime, but to 
challenge the forces of their 
fellow mujahid Ahmad Shah 
Masud. 

There is some room to 
doubt the report: the US gov- 
ernment has generally had 
poor intelligence on Afghan 
affairs. But given post ISI hos- 
tility toward Masud and the 
straw-clutching opportunism 
displayed by the regime's foes 
last month, the tale remains 
^ite plau^ble. 

Masud, whose forces con- 
trol wide areas of northeastern 
Afghanistan, was among the 
most successful guerrilla 
commanders opposing the 
regime and the Soviet in- 
vaders. By the time the Soviets 
withdrew, he also had earned a 
reputation for refusing to fol- 
low ISI diaates. His arms sup- 
plies via Pakistan suffered ac- 
cordingly. 

Besides Soviet and regime 
forces, Masud had to contend 
with rivals among his resis- 
tance "allies": Gulbuddin and 
his followers, the Hezb-i-Is- 
lami. Parties of Hezb guerril- 
las, positioned astride Masud's 
supply lines through Nurisian 
and north of Kabul, often 
plundered caravans bound foh 
his men. 

Last July, five months af- 
ter the last Soviet combat 
troops left Afghanistan, this 
war within If War gained 
worldwide attention. A Hezb 
commander in Takhar 
province seized and later mur- 
dered several top Masud lieu- 
tenants and two dozen of their 
mostly unarmed followers. 

It was no coincidence that 
Gulbuddin was the ISI's 
favourite mujahid, the one 
whom they allotted the lion's 



share of American and Saudi- 
bought weapons. His revolu- 
tionary Islamic rhetoric was 
ju.st as anti-American as it was 
anti-Soviet. Paradoxically, the 
Americans went along ^th 
this arrangement anyway, won 
over by claims that Hezb's ex- 
tremist ideology inspired 
harder fighters. 

But in fact it has been 
Masud, alone among resis- 
tance leaders, who has made a 
serious effort to organise and 
train a conventional army ca- 
pable of taking and holding 
government positions; and he 
is trying to forge a mechanised 
force with captured tanks and 
armoured vehicles. 

Even more important, in 
the long term, is his devotion 
to civil administration and re- 
construction. He is one of a 
very few commanders who has 
given the people a viable al- 
ternative government in the 
jireas under his control. 

The Washington Times 
report said that in camps near 
Peshawar, two thousand Hezb 
guerrillas were being trained 
in modem, conventional tac- 
tics, and that there were plans 
to send them into Masud's ar- 
eas to fight him and his 
fledgling army. Such a plan 
would be incredibly naive. 
Very few people carry arms on 
the trails through Masud's ar- 
eas; two thousand armed men 
entering the northeast would 
sacrifice any element of sur- 
prise as soon as they crossed 
the border. 

The terrain is extremely 
tough; it would be a gross un- 
derstatement to say that it fa- 
vors the defenders. Two thou- 
sand men marching about in 
conventional formations could 
be easily dealt with: Masud's 
troops would need only revert 
to the guerrilla taaics they 
employed so successfully for so 
long. Ambushes, harrying and 
sniping could destroy such a 
force within days. 

ISI has undertaken such 
misguided projects before. A 

■year ago last — 

heels of the So - 
they organise 
failed mujahic 
the eastern . 
Jalalabad. It ; 

target: close to ammo dumps 
and hospitals in Pakistan, and 
separated from the regime's 
Kabul supply depots by narrow 
passes near Sarobi, which 
could be easily closed by the 
mujahideen. 

■^iev^This would have left the 
airstrip as the only means to 
re-supply the besieged garri- 
son. The mujahideen accord- 
ingly tried to seize the airfield 
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early on. Eyewitnesses agree 
almost unanimously that al- 
though the attack came close 
to succeeding, if fell apart be- 
cause of the guerrillas' lack of 
training, experience and disci- 
pline in carrying out such con- 
ventional assaults. 

ISI had been dealing with 
the mujahideen for more than 
« (ksoMie. They <m^m have 
realised that men who fight 
when, where and as they 
please, usually in sfflrf ttfor- 
mal groups with no real com- 
mand structure, are unlikely to 
develop overnight the skills 
needed to conduct a disci- 
plined siege. In the event, the 
mujahideen were unable to 
coordinate well enough among 
themselves even to keep the 
road from Kabul closed. 

A businessman and for- 
mer officer in a European 
amiy who has provided. mili- 
tary equipment to ISI faults its 
leaders' "conventional mental- 
ity" in convening such plans. 
"They seem unable to think 
unconventionally, to use their 
imaginations", he remarked. 
"They still don't understand 
guerrilla warfare." 

A western scholar said 
the same about ISI's slavish 
devotion to the idea that the 
new leader of Afghanistan 
must - like its current leader 
NajibuUah ~ be a member of 
its Pashtoon pluralit}' (but un- 
like him must be someone 
whom, like Gulbuddin, they 
think they can control). "It is a 
very military mentalit)", he 
remarked. "It is just one of the 
items on their checklist" 
(Ma.sud belongs, like mo.st- 
northeasterncrs, to 
Afghanistan's large Tajik mi- 
nority) 

ISI's current allies, Tanai 
and Gulbuddin, whom most 
Afghans will not accept, are 
likely only to prolong the na.sty 
civil strife that has replaced 
the holy war. And continued 
chaos in Afghanistan is exactly 
what ISI should be irymg to 
prevent. 

_ ■ 
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ChmtkB&y duck for cover 

1 am the only one left; says priest^ Mghai^tan 



By Steve Le Vine 

Special to the Tribune 

K.ABUL, Afghanistan — Few peo- 
ple visit .Afghanistan's only Chris- 
tian cleric unannounced. Those 
who chance it encounter a beast 
that Rev. Ngelo Panigati describes 
as a cross between a jackal and a 
German shepherd. 

.\ few blocks away on Flower 
Street, Afghanistan's last six Jewish 
men, remnants of a once-thriving 
population, read tattered yellowed 
Bibles in an unnamed, unmarked 
second-story synogogue. 

Meet Kabul's minority religious 
community. 

.As U.S. -armed Moslem rebels 
send rockets into the capital of this 
\irtually all-Islamic nation every 
day in their battle against the Sovi- 
et-backed regime, Jews, Christians 
and Hindus say their worries are 
no different fr^ thdse^rwi^ 
Kabul resident. 

None complains of official preju- 
dice. Instead, they cite special 
treatment such as non-combat, mil- 
itary assignments. 

But their extraordinary precau- 
tions betray concern that has been 
tempered over the years by an oc- 
casional expressive warning. In 
1973 the government bulldozed a 
3 -week-old Protestant church be- 
cause it believed the congregants 
had overreached. Kabul's 30 Prot- 
estant foreigners now worship in a 
nondescript house nearby. 

"The Jews left beoiuse they were 



afraid there would be oppression 
Maiast them," said Benjamin Gul, 
mtts at 19 is Afghanistan's youn- 
gest Jew, referring to the months 
following the 1978 Marxist coup. 
"Nothing happened to us. But by 
then, everyone was gone." 

At the start of the century, 600 
Jewish families attended three 
synagogues in the western city of 
Herat alone. Another 100 faniilies 
clustered near Flower Street in Ka- 
bul's luxury business district, most 
of them carpet or textile mer- 
chants. 

An exodus began with Israel's in- 
dependence in 1948 and was re- 
newed in the unstable 1970s, Gul 
said. Within a few years, he said, 
Kabul's remaining Jews — six men 
and four women — are likely to fol- 
low family and friends to the Unit- 
ed States and Israel. 

The community is circumscribed 
not only by religious status, he 
said, but by composition. There are 
no single Jewish women for Gul or 
his 35-year-old brother, AaroYi, to 
marry. 

"The Jews will never come back 
to Kabul," said Gul, who serves as 
an army typist to comply with 
compulsory military duty. "It is 
not a good situation for us." 

Members of the ruling People's 
Democratic Party still privately, 
bristle over rebel fundamentalism. 
But officially the regime has ac- 
commodated the nation's deep Is- 
lamic traditions and continued Af- 



ghanistan's historical general 
tolerance of religious minorities. 

If there are any Afghan Chris- 
tians, Rev. Panigati doesn't know 
about them. Officially a diplomat, 
Panigati has lived for 25 years on 
the Italian embassy grounds. 

His status traces back to 1921 
when Italy became the second na- 
tion to recognize newly indepen- 
dent Afghanistan. King Amanullah 
was so grateful to Italian leader 
Benito Mussolini that he autho- 
rized a Roman Catholic Church, 
insisting only that he be able to 
look the other way. So the chapel 
and rectory were built on embassy 
soil, and the priest officially was 
listed as a diplomat. 

Like Afghanistan's 20,000 Hin- 
dus and Sikhs, who flourish on 
trade with India, Panigati doesn't 
plan to leave. But since Western 
embassies were closed during last 
winter's severe rocket attacks, his 
congregation has shrunk to about 
20 foreign residents from 500. 

Sometimes he also ministers to 
the pastor-less Protestant commu- 
nity. But collections are insufficient 
to stock his refrigerator. So he has 
become Kabul's best-known po- 
lyglot, privately teaching Farsi, 
English, Italian, German and 
French. 

'I go home once a year to Milan. 
But I only, stay a short time — three 
weeks," he said. "I am the only 
one left. This is my home. I am a 
KabuIL" 
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Afghanistan 

Just one snag 



Ahmed Shah Massud 



IT IS almost forgotten now, but for ten 
years, 1964-73, Afghanistan was a sort of 
democracy, with a constitutional monarch 
and an elected parliament. It was a fairly dis- 
graceful decade. The government and the 
judiciary were readily bribable. Kabul was a 
nest of spies from Russia, America and Iran, 
all plotting dirty deeds. No one was sur- 
prised when Daud Khan, a member of the 
royal family, took over in a coup (and was 
later murdered). All the same, this era saw 
the rise of an intelligentsia, the spread of 
education and the growth of a lively press. It 
is a reminder that Afghanistan should not 
be dismissed as a medieval backwater unable 
to adapt to the modem world. Could it do 
the fashionable thing and again become a 
democracy, this time an honest one? 

The American secretary of state, Mr 
James Baker, seems to believe it could. Mr 
Baker has talked about Afghanistan with his 
Soviet opposite nuip^f^, Mr Edward. 



Shevardnadze, on several occasions, most 
recently on June 2nd. On June 13th he told 
a congressional committee in Washington 
that only "a very, very luirrow difference" 
separates the United States and the Soviet 
Union on what should be done about Af- 
ghanistan. The two sides envisage an elec- 
tion monitored by the UN and represent 
tatives from Islamic countries. The snag is 
Mr Najibullah, the leader of the Soviet- 
backed government in Kabul. ITie Artieti- 
cans say he should resign before the election 
campaign, although he could stand again. 
The Russians want him to remain in power 
until a new government is elected. 

The Americans appear to have decided 
that Mr Najibullah is unshiftable as long as 
the Russians back him. Rather than prolong 
negotiations over Afghanistan — now a 
fairly minor piece on the world chess- 
board — America may go along with a fic- 
tion: Mr Najibullah might nominally step 
down, perhaps going to Moscow for "con- 
sultations" for a time, but his government 
would remain in charge. 
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